Go ogle 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 



Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : / /books . google . com/ 



HARVARD COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 




THE GIFT OF 
FRIENDS HISTORICAL LIBRARY 
OF SWARTHMORE COLLEGE 

SWARTHMORE, PENNSYLVANIA 



CONVERSATIONS 



OM 



RELIGIOUS SUBJECTS, 



BBTWBBN 



A FATHER AND HIS TWO SONS. 



BT lAMVKL M. JASHKT. 



9hna1iifl]riifa: 

PRINTED BY JOHN RICHARDS 
Ik. ISil NKik TkM StTcct. 



HARVABD C0UE6E limtMY 

eiFT Of 
flRENOS HISTORICAL LIBMUnT 

awAirrHiKmE college 
UAN 16 1935 





PREFACE. 



TtiH Sdlowin^ EeaBys are offered to the public with, a hope tbat tttey 
may receive & cuLdid pemsal froni inquiring minds, und that they m&f^ 
widei the Dtvine blessing', lead lonie to eKumint^ with ftltendai) tbe 
Important doctrines of wbicli they treat, and Ld build their bouaes^ not 
upon the sandy foundation of traditional beliefi but upon the n^ck of 
immediate revelaXion; for on this rock only, Uie true church of Chriet 
has erer been established. 

The colioqniid style has been choBeHi in snider to render the irork 
muK Interesting to the young',. R.ad aa alfording a better opportimity 
of stating the obJecticinB that ore generally advanced against the views 
here advocated. 

The author has endcarourcd Lo etate iiurly the arguments of thoAft 
who differ from him in opinion, add especialtj lo brin^f into dew 
those passages of Scripture od which they have moat rehcd: for ho 
believe Ihnt these sacred rccorda are, Under Divine influence,, of inesti- 
mable value in giving ub a knowledge of Christian ductrine^. It is, 
however, ths principiil aim of this work, to shew that the kingdom of 
Christ is a spiritud kinifdotn, and that wherever it is established! in 
the heart, it asctlbes glory to God in the highest," and promotes 
"peace on earth, and g;o(jd-wLll to men-" 

Occoquan, V<t. tw, HAth, 1635. 
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CONVERSATION I. 



^ OUS REPENTANCE AND CONVERSION* 

James, I feel (ieairaus of inforination respGcling 
somcj of the principal doctrines of Christianity; — for 
Ihe great variety of opinions which prevails amon^ 
Ihe professors of religion, and Ihe bitterness which 
some of them itppeiir lo feel towards others, have had 
a tendency to weaketi my faith, and I have no douht 
ihey have produced discouragement in the minds of 
many others. 

Father, It must he acknowledged that a great 
divernity of opinion does exist upon many points of 
doctrine; but ihi^ should not weaken our faith in the 
rc'nlity of i*fta/ religion; for a great variety of opinions 
may hcfound among men in mosldcpartments of bnow- 
Icdf^e, The f^re.itest philosophers have often been mis- 
taken hy founding their systems upon speciilalmnsand 
eonjccIurcBi instead of wntchin^theoperationsornatnrG 
and reasoning from facts: and (I is in this way thai 
mniiy profos-iors of rpJigion continue to err, by stta^h- 
ini; too mnoh importance to the conjectures they hav^ 
formed ahotit rulijjion, and by ^Itcnding loo little tft 
th© operation of the Spirit of TriUh in their own 
minds, by obedience lo which they might become 
cxperimenlally acquainted with vital religion, i^d 
"rencwetl in knowledge after the image of Him that 
created them.** Notwithstanding the i^oat vnrrely of 
ctrines among the professors of Chriftianity, I 
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could easily prove to you from pious and experienced 
writers of every sect that I am acqoalated with, that 
they all agree in regarding true religion as a work of 
the heart rather than of the head; and the experience 
of all a^es proves that *Uhe grace of God tchich bring' 
tth salvation hath appeared to all n^eo, teaching us 
that denying unfrodlinesa and worldly Justs, we should 
live soberly, righteouslyt and ^odly in this present 
world.'' The operation of this Divine power, when it 
is submitted to, brings about in our minds the great 
change^ which begins with repentance for our past 
sinB^ and ends in conversion or regeneration. 

John, These are Bubjects on which I wish for in* 
formation, for I have lately thought much about them^ 
and I trust my heart has been in some measure wean- 
ed frono the world, and engaged in the pursuit of that 
inheritance! incorruptible and undefiled^ that fadeth 
not away. 

Father, I am rejoiced to hear that the Lord has 
been so gracious to ihee, my son, and thai he is calU 
ing thee out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
He haSj I trust, granted thee "repentance unto life," 
which is the first step in the path of righteousness. 
Like the passage of the children of Israel through the 
Red Seaj the baptism of repentance separates us 
frorn the land of Egypt, saves us from a host of our 
enemies, and f^lls the joul with joy, so that we can 
sing the son^ of Moses, and *'make melody in our 
hearts unto the Lord.'* But the Israelites, after their 
first deliverance and rejoicing, had a great many trials 
to encounter, and a long journey to perform through 
the wilderness, until that crooked and perverse gene- 
ration which was borjt in Egypt^ was wasted away 
or consumed: and then there was a captain raised up 
In the midst of thetn, who led the new generation 
through Jordan (the river of judgment) into the pro- 
mised land. The work of repentance was also typi- 
fied by the watery baptism of John, — but true saving 



Baptifttn is ^'not the pultiDg away of the filth of the 
flesh, but the an&wer of a good conscience towards 
God.** 1 Peter iii. 21. And thia saving baptism is ad- 
Jnintstered by the Holy Spirit, which comes into the 
hearty and purities, or ^'spriokies i(, from an evil con- 
wience.'^ Repentance is the gift of God, — and h is of- 
fered to the acceptance of all men; for all are visited 
with seasons of calm reBection and serious thoughtful- 
peas, when their aios are **set in order before them," 
tDd all the pleasures of sense and the riches of thi^ 
world, seem "as nothing and vanity," compared with 
that peace of inind which they have lost while pursu- 
ing alter shadows. This stale of tnitjd is sometimes ex- 
perienced by those who are the most eager in pursuit 
of pleasiire and worldly glory; but they too generally 
put it from them, and fly to amusements or business to 
drive it »iway. Yet this vffry thing which is so much 
shunned, is nothing less than a visitation of Divine 
Love, which if yielded to would lead to eternal salva- 
tion. It is indeed the voice of Christ, who says, "Be- 
hold I stand at the door and knock; if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I wilt come in to him, and 
wilt sup with him and he with me." Rev. iii. SO. 

Those who yield obedience to this heavenly vision^ 
-not GonsitUing with flesh and blood, will experience 
the baptism of repentance to take place in their soula, 
for *^godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvationj'* 
and ti\e only sure evidence of sincere repontaoce, Is 
britiging forth fruits **meet for repentance." 

James. Does not repentance often take place with* 
out any fruits? It appears to mc that I have been stA> 
ning and repenting for many years, without much> if 
nny^ amendment. 

Father* There is a spurious kind of repentance 
that hardly deserves the name;— does not proceed 
from a true senso ant] hatrvd of Jin, but from a drtad 
qf pttnishmentf which inducei men very often to 
fool « transient regret for what they have done^ u\d 




resolutions^ when made la man^s own sti^engtb^ and 
with a reliance vpon his own arm for their execution, 
will not stand in the hour of temptation; ihe first 
guat of passion will blow them away. True repent- 
ance implies not only a godly sorroiv for sin, but a 
turning away from It, It implies a returning again 
to him from whom the »oul has revolted. *'Repent," 
says the prophet, ^'and turn yourselves from all your 
transgressions: so iniquity shall not be your ruin.^' 
Kzek, xjx, 36. 

John. I have no dotibt that true repentance is a 
work of the divine Spirit in the soul, und that it i$ 
accompanied by forgiveness of sins through ihe mercy 
of God* But I have been led to believe that the joy 
and peace which I have found springing up and 
abounding in my heart, was an evidence not only of 
forgivenessj but of conversion and regeneration. 

Faiher. The term conversion is often used as • 
equivalent to regeneration, ajid then it signifies a 
change of heart, from a state of sin to a state of holi- 
nessj — a putting off the old man with his dccds^ and 
putting on the new man, which is renewed in know- 
ledge 'V^yVer Me ^l/" Him that created him." 
It was used in this sense by Jesus himselfi when 
speaking to Peter, just before he was delivered up. — 
"Simon," said he, "satan hath desired to hqve you, 
that he may sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not; and when thou art coii- 
veriedf strengthen thy brethren," Luke xsii. 31, 32, 

• John, It appears from this passage, that Peter had 
not yet been converted, and it becomes an interesting^ 
inquiry for us all /a know what was then the state of 
his experience, and how far a man may progress in 
religion without being thoroughly converted. 



Father* Yes, it is a very interesting subjeet for 
inquiry, and there are a number of passages in the 
New Testament that will throw some light upoo it. 
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itafvpears that Peter, long before this, had forsaken 
bJI, in order to follow Chrbt, He had been one of 
his disc)p]es nearly three years. He had listened Xo 
his preaching ai>d conversation^ and beheld h'i9 mira- 
cles and holy example* He had himself been sent 
forth to preach, sayin;^^ ^'The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand,'' and he had been entrusted with the power of 
healing the sick and casting out devils* He had also 
been with bis divine master in the hour of prayer, 
and stood by him on the mount of transfiguration, 
when **hi9 face did shine as the $un, and his garment 
was while as the Ughij'* and "there came a voice 
from tho excellent glory, saying. This is my beloved 
Son, hear ye him.'' l^or was Simon's experience alto- 
gether of an outward character; for when he confessed 
that Jcsua was the Christ, the son of the living God, 
his master replied) ^^Bleased art thou, Simon Bar-jona: 
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unio thee, but 
my Father which is in heaven," Yet it appears that 
notwithstanding nil bis precious opportunities, and 
his ardent love for Christ, Peter had not yet been 
thoroughly converted, 

Jt)lin. I am atmost rendy to say, this Is hard doc- 
trine, who can bear it; for if Peter, after all this ex- 
pericnce, had not been converted, how ran one 00 
young and weak as I, hoj>e to attain that blessed stale. 

Father. De not discouraged, my son. He who hath 
begun a ^ood work in thee^ is able and willing to 
carry it on and com])lete it. All Ke'requires on thy 
part is, umichfuiness to know his will^ obedience to 
follow it* and palicnrc to endure his righteous* judg- 
ments. Every victory over sin, and every eiicape 
from temptation, la accompanied by an immediate re- 
word of ^joy in the holy spirit," for •* he feeds hi* 
oek like a shepherd, he gathers the lambs wUh his 
arm, and carries them in hia bosom.'^ 

Convcmiun doc4i not depend upoo lh« nbundanco 
of our knowledge* but upon the subjectioR of our witli 
2* 



to the Divine goyernment^ This brings us into x 
teachable, humble, childlike state; — tor *^ except ye 
be conyerted, and become as Utile chiidren, yt shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven." 

John. Is there any evidence in the Scriptures that 
Peter was not in this stale, except the passage aliiided 
to? 

Father. Yes, there are several circumstances re- 
kled of hini, which show that he was still governed 
by his own will, and had not been *' transformed by 
the renewing of his mind;" — for instanccj when his 
master said to him, "Whither I gOj Uioii canst not fol- 
low me nowj but thou shalt follow me afterwards/' — 
Peter answered with much confidence, *^Lord, why 
cannot I follow thee now? I will Jay down my life for 
thy sake*^* But it appears that his confidence in him- 
self was entirely misplaced, for when the hour of trial 
caoie, he not only denied hid ma^iter thrico, but^'hc 
began 1o curse and swear, saying, I know not this 
man of whom ye speak." Mark xiv. 

John. Perhaps this instance of humiliating weak- 
ness, came upon him in consequence of his having so 
much confidence in himself, that he did not continue 
in watchfulness and prayer. 

Father. Yes, there is no doubt of it, — and there 
is no safety for the most experienced Christian, but 
in a state of continual reliance upon Divine aid, which 
is always afforded when rightly sought for. *'God h 
faithful,*' says the apostle, *'and will not suffer you 
to be templed above that j^e are able, but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape^ that ye 
may be able to bear it" 1 Cor, x. 1 3. 

Javnes, Was there no other part of Peter's conduct 
that indicated the slate of his mind? 

Father. Yes, there was. It appears that when Je- 
aus began "to show unto his disciples, how that he 
muat go unto Jerusalem, and Buffer many things of tho 
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Father. I think that wa* a very strong evidence 
that his heart had not been thoroughly brought under 
Christ's goyernment, for the same spirit will always 
bring forth the same fruit Now, the fruit of the 
Divine spirit "is love, joy, peace, long suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: 
against such there is no law." Gal. v.. 22. 

James, 1 think Peter was very muih like the pro- 
fessors of Christianity at the present day. He had 
not faith to suffer with Christ, but he was vdlHng to 
fight for him. 

Father. Yes: for he could fight without taking up 
the cross of self-denial. But how different was the 
conduct of the holy Jesus! for he 'touched the ser- 
vant's ear and healed it," saying, '<Put up again thy 
sword into his place; for all they that take the sword 
shall perish with the sword." Matt. xxvi. 52. 

James. Perhaps Peter had mistaken his master's 
meaning, when he told them a little before, ^'He that 
hath no tword, let him sell his garment and buy one." 

Father. It is very probable he did mistake it, as 
he was not then in a state of mind to understand 
spiritual things; — but his mistake was soon corrected, 
for when they said, Lord, here are two swordsj^^ 
he replied, "It is enough;" thereby intimating that 
he did not mean carnal weapons. 

On considering the whole paragraph, in connexion 
with the precepts and examples of Christ, it is plain, 
that he intended only to warn them that a time of 
deep trial was approaching, when they would need 
the whole of that spiritual armour which is afterwards 
described by the apostle as the "whole armour of 
God." ^'Stand therefore,'* says he, "having your 
loins girt about with truth, and having on the breast* 
plate of righteousness; and your feet shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking 
the shield of /aiM, wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darti of the wicked; and take the 



hetmet of salvation^ and the sword of the Spirit^ which 
is ihe word of God: praying always with all prayer 
and auppUcatlon in the Spirit, and watching there- 
unto with all perseverance and supplicatloa for all 
sainU," Eph. vi. 13-lS. 

These are the weapons of the Christian's warfare, 
and Ihe&e were the weapons that Christ himself made 
use of. He overcame haired by love, he conquered 
prtde by meekness, and he triumphed over error by 
the spirit of Truth. He taught his disciples to resist 
not evilj but "when smitten on one check to turn 
the other also,'* "Love your enemies/' said he, 
**bles* them that curse you, do good unto them that 
hate you, and pray for them that despitefiilly use you 
and persecute you." ''If you love them that love 
^ou, what reward have you? do not even the publicans 
the same?'' But "be ye perfect, even as your Father 
in heaven is perfect; for he maketh hifl sun to rise on 
the evit and the good, and siendeth on the just 
and on the unjust; and he is kind even to the un- 
thankful and to the evil.*' These sublime precepts 
of Je^uH were exemplified in every act of his spotless 
life, for " when he was reviled he reviled not again, 
and when he suffered he Ihreatened not, but commit- 
ted himself to him that judgeth righteously." I Peter 
li. 23r "To this end was 1 born," said he, **and 
for this purpose came I into the world, that I should 
hear witness unto the truth.'' John iviti. 37, These 
glorious truths were taught in his discourses^ confirm- 
ed by his example, and sealed with his blood, **A» 
a sheep before his shearers is dumb, so h^ opened not 
his mouth," but patiently bore all the auffcringa that 
their iniquity inflicted upon him; and his faithfulness 
under sufferings was not only a sacrifice acceptable to 
God, but also an example to us. "For," say* the 
apostle, "what glory \s it, if when ye be buffeted far 
your faults, ye shall take it patiently? But if, when 
e do wciif and suffer for il^ ye take it patienilyj this 
acceptable with God: for even hereunto were ye 



called; because Christ aho suffered for if&y leaving us 
an. example^ that we should follow his sieps.'* — 
1 Pelerii. 20, 21. 

James. But^ father, it seems to me, that if we were 
to folio w this example and these precepts, we should 
be very often imposed upon and injured by ihe wicked. 

Fttther. This was the very objection that the un- 
believing Jews started in that day; for they said, " If 
we let this man thus alone, al! men will believe on 
him, and the Romans will come and take away our 
place and nation," So they put him to a cruel and 
ignominious death; nevertheless the Romans did 
come, and take away their place and nation* 

James, I believe most professors of Christianity 
expect to act upon peaceable principle?, as soon as th% 
state of the world will bear it* When the milleniom 
shall come, then will ''their swords be beaten into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
for nation shall not lift up sword against nation, nei- 
ther shall they learn war any more." 

John. Yes, I suppose it will be very easy to re- 
frain from fighting, xvhen there shall be no provoca- 
tion oQered to us^ but how la such a state of things to 
be brought about? 

Father, The way is very clearly pointed out, — . 
it must be by the power of God, mani/esied in ihe 
fiUek escample and patient sufferings of the faith- 
ftih This was the way that Christianity was first 
propagated J and its wonderful progress, during the 
days of the apostles and primitive martyrs, attest? the 
wistlom and power of its divine Author. The apostle 
Peler, of whom we have been speaking, after that the 
Holy Spirit, with power from on high, had come upon 
him and renewed his heart, could then follow the 
meek example and holy precepts of Christ, and by 
preaching with boldness, and suSering with patience, 
even unto death, he bore testimony to the truth of 



the Oo^pel, and proved that his heart was then con* 
verted by the purifying influence of the Spirit ot 
Christ la those primitive times, the law of love 
governed the Uvea of the followers of Christ, and in- 
fluenced all their conduct, not only towards each other, 
but towards all mankind. They did oot fight against 
their enemies, but prayed for ihem; and whenever 
primitive Christianity shall prevail in the worlds it 
must bear the same fruity of meekness and loyG^ for 
the tree will always be known by its fruits — men do 
not gather grapes of thorns^ nor figa of Ihifitles/* 

John, It appears to me that if all %vho profess to be 
followers of Christ would only walk in his footsteps, 
the world would soon wear a different aspect from 
what it now does* 

James. I do not profess to be a religious man^ but 
I can plainly »ee the great disparity there is between 
the profession and the practice of those who are call- 
^ the followers of Christ; and I have at times been 
almost re;idy to conclude^ that there is no genuine 
retigioQ among them. 

Father, There is no doubt that the cause of Truth 
has sustained more injury from the inconsistency of 
Ua professors, than from all the efforts of deists and 
infidels. But we must not char|;e upon Christianity 
the faults of those who merely profess the name, wilh* 
out becoming obedient to the Spirit of Christ; for in 
these is fullilleU the prophecy of Isarah, ^' In that 
day ^hall seven women take hold of one man, aay- 
ingt wc will eat our oiim bread and wear our own 
apparci: only let us be called by thy name, to take 
away our reprosch." They do not depend upon 
Christ to give them Ibe living bread, which comes 
down from heaven, and gives life to the soul; — nor 
do they wait for ihe water of life, which sprioj^s up in 
the obedient, dedicated mtnd:^neither do they wear 
IhoMamless garment of aimnlicity and truth: but they 
willing to be called by his excelWnt name, while 
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ts they are "crucifying; to themselres 
Jod afresh, and putting him to an open 

f^ould not a continual obedience to the teach- 
in^^ Jlvine grace in our hearts, lead us into con- 
formily with the example of Christ? 

Father. Certainly it would : for that grace is a 
Tnanifestation of the same spirit that was in Christ; 
(John j. 4-16) and if we were obedient to it, we 
should be led out of all evil, and from under the bon- 
dage of corruption, into tlie glorious liberty of the sons 
of God, 

James. But if Ihia spirit is so very powerful, why 
is it that so few persons understand and obey it? 

Feather, Because, in its first appearance, the seed of 
the kingdom is so smaMj that it is overlooked or trod- 
den down. It is likened to a " o;rain of mustard seed, 
which is the smallest of all seeds, but when it is ^rowa 
it is the greatest of herbs^ so that the fowls of the air 
lodge in ils brariches/' Those who are lookinti; for 
great things, and extraordinary illuminations, will not 
put their faith In this little seed which is sown in eve- 
ry heart; and yetj "in it are hidden all the treasures of 
Wisdom and knowledge;" for it is thnt " grace of God 
which bringeth salvation, and hath appeared to ali 
ffzew, teaching us, thai, denying ungodliness and world- 
ly histSj we should live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present world." Titu9 ii. il, 12- 

The first, appearance of this Divine grace, or moni- 
torj in the hearts of transgressors, ia in the character 
of ft reprotje?' Jar .fin, — and if we will be obedient to 
it, by repenting and turning away from our sins, it 
then becomes known to us as a comforter in righ- 
tcousness; — ^and if we still continue to follow it for our 
guide, it will become to us a "spirit of judgment, and 
a spirit of burningj and will purely purge away our 
dross, and take away our tin: for Zion shall be re- 
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ted wilh judgment, and her converts with rtgh* 
teousness/* Isaiah iv, 4, and i. 25. 27. 

If any man think to be saved by a profession of re- 
ligion, or an implioit belief in the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity, without experiencing a regenerQtiorj,and bring- 
ing forth the fruils of the spirit of Christ, he is deceiv- 
ing himself, and building his house irpOQ the sand.*' 
It was against such prafessora that the wo was de- 
nounced by the prophet, — "Wo unto him that build- 
eth Ins house by unrighteousness, and his chambers 
by wrong, that uselh his neighbour's service without 
wiiges, and giveth him not for his work/' Jer. xxiLlS. 

John. But does not this strike at the root of invol- 
untary slavery,. which many professors ore concerned 
in; for that appears to mc to be using our neigh* 
hour-s service wiihoxtt wages!?" 

Paihtr. Certainly it does: for the Jews were taught 
by Jesus, in tbe parable of the good Samaritan, to re- 
gard all men as their neighbours, — even the Samari- 
tans with whom they had long been at enmity. But 
there are some of his precepts which are sLitI more 
pointed at^ainAt slavery. One of them is,** Thou shall 
love thy neighbour a^s thyself," And another is, " Do 
un(o others as thou would^^t that they should do unto 
thee." He who follows these precepts cannot possi- 
bly compel his fellow-creatures to wo/k for him 
against their consent^ nor without giving them fuH 
compensation fur their labour. 

John. Bui I have heard professors, who were slave- 
holders, say, that the Jews under the old law were 
alio wed to hold .<davc5» 

Faihtr. Yc«; but Paul say* "the law made no* 
thinjc perfccl, but the bringing in ofa belter hope did, 
by which we draw nigh unto God.^* Heb. vii. The 
law of Moscii wan not from the beginning, hut "wai 
added because of transgression, till the seed shoul4 
eome to whom ibe promise was made.^' Oal. iii. 19. 
3 
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The Israelites were then ia such a dark, carnal state^ 
that they could not receive a more spiritual law; and 
the professors of^Christianity whose minds are now 
in the same dark state, find it very convenient to go 
back to those who lived under the law, for examples 
to follow, instead of following after Christ. By this 
means they might justify not only war and fllarery, 
but polygamy, and other gross evils. Moses allowed 
a man who was not satisfied with his wife, to give her 
a writing of divorcement, and put her away; but 
Christ says, it was "no^ so from the beginning,*' 
and that it was allowed by Moses because of the 
hardness of their hearts." 

John. But does not the New Testament speak of 
servants 7 

Father. Yes: it speaks of those whose calling or 
business in life was that of servants; and Paul advises 
such to be content in their calling: saying, Let 
every man remain in the calling' v^Yi^tBin he was call- 
ed. Art thou ealled being a servant? care not for it." 
1 Cor. vii. 20. But we are not to suppose that these 
were slaves, for a man may agree to serve another for 
wages, and then he is called a servant. 

John. It appears to me that a great many good men, 
in all ages of the world, have been concerned in the 
practice of going to war, and holding slaves. 

Father, A great many persons who were sincere- 
ly pious, have been partakers of these evils, their 
eyes being so blinded by the prejudices of education, 
that they did not see them in their true light We 
find, however, such persons have always mourned 
over the calamities of war, and endeavoured to miti- 
gate the hardships of slavery; and if they had follow- 
ed still further the teachings of this benevolent spirit, 
they would have been led by it entirely out of these 
evils; for, like the dawning of light upon the natural 
world, the perception of Ditine Truth in the minds 
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of individuals aud nations, is alw^ays gradual aod pro- 
gressive. But it appears from the history of the 
Christian church, that the practice of war, even in 
self-defence, was condemned by the primitive Chris- 
tians for the first three centuries: and after the visible 
church became corruptedj and had apostatized from 
the Truth, there were large numbcrsj in almost every 
age, x\\\Q bore a faithful testimony against the shed- 
ding of human blood, — against oaths of every kind, — 
against priestcraft and persecution, — and against many 
of the corruptions in faith and practice which had 
crept into the church* 

TJiere were great numbers of these dissenters in 
Italy, from the ninth to the thirteenth century, who 
bore the name of Paterines, and a similar people ^re 
known in Piedmont by the name of Waldenses, who 
continued, for Ave or six centuries^, tilt about the time 
of the Reformation,* The Moravian brethren profess- 
ed nearly the sasne principles, both before and since 
the Reformationi and the Society of Friends have 
borne the same testimonies for nearly two hundred 
years past. All these people suffered severely from 
persecution, and immense numbers sealed their testi- 
monies with their blood in martyrdom, rather than 
take up the sword in self-defence; but tbey were 
sometimes wonderfully preserved^ and seldom suffer- 
ed from any others than the false professors of Chris- 
tianity. Even the savages of North America respect- 
ed the Friends and Moravians, although in Ihc (Irsi 
settJemcnt of Pennsylvania they were entirely un- 
protected by arms, and professed the principle of 
non-rc*i stance. 

These holy and benevolent principles must prevail 
more generally^ among professing Christians^ before 
that happy era can arrive, when the lion and the lamb 
shall lie down together, when the oulcaals of Israel 

•For ■ fliU acMmiit oT tlm prnf^Usivp J<m«** Churrh Hiriory. 
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shall be gathered^ and Ethiopia shall streteh forth her 
hands unto God. 

Every one who professes to be a follower of Christy 
in this enlightened age, should reflect deeply upon 
these things, and endeavour to walk in the narrow 
path of self-denial; for we shall not be judged by the 
measure of knowledge that was imparted t^ other 
men of former ages^ but according to what has been 
made known (b ourselves, ^'Unto whomsoever much 
is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom 
men have committed much, of him they will ask the 
more." Luke xii. 48. If the holy men who are 
mentioned in the Old Testament, lived up to the Jaw- 
that was given to them, we ought likewise io live up 
to llie law that is given to us, which is not an outward 
law that can take cognizance of outward acts^nly, 
bat is an inward law that takes hold of the motives 
and principles of action, being written by **the 
spirit of the living God, nbt in tables of stone, but in 
the fleshy tables of the heart." Jer." xxxi. 33, and 2 
Cor. iii, 3. It is this "law of the spirit of life \u 
Christ Jesus Which makes free from the law of sin 
and death." See Rom. viii. 2, For it will (in those 
who are obedient to it) crucify the flesh with its af- 
fections and lusts.'^ 

^' When the "love of God is shed abroad in the 
heart,*' and becomes our governing principle, it will 
':4Baake us love all God's creation, and especially all 
Viankind; "for he made of one blood all nations of 
wen, for to dwell on all the face of the earth." 

If God is "good even to the unthankful and to the 
evil," will not his holy Spirit prompt us to pursue the 
same course? And if his beloved Son laid ^own his 
life for the good of mankind, and prayed for his per- 
secutors, will not his dominion in our hearts be at- 
tested by the same kind of fruits? 

These truths are undeniable; — and I think it is 
equally clear, that the man who comes fully under the 
government of Divine I<ove, will nqt wJjr bear a 



ilhful testimony against all contentiorij oppressioti, 
aDd injustice, but against every thing Uiat is opposed 
to the peace ^nd happiness of man. He cannot en* 
ch himself by dealing in that which makes other 
eti poor; neither can he become an instrument of 
evil by encouraging in any way, the frequent or un- 
necessary use of ardent spirits, when he sees how 
any thousands in oar country arc falling a prey to 
temperance, and bow many tens of thousands it has 
duced to misery atid ruin. 

Johfi, I fihoidd think the effect of true religion 
ust be, not only to restrain us from evil, but to lead 
9 into all goodness. 

Father, Certainly it is. We must not only '''Oiase 
^do evil," but we must "learn to do well," and 
us obtain the fulfilment of that blessed promise; 
TJiough your sins be as scarlet, tliey shall be as 
white as snow^ and though they be red like ertmson, 
ey shall be as wool." Isaiah i. lG-18, 
Our l>oIy and blessed example, Christ Jesus, went 
about continually doing good;— it was his meat and 
19 drink to do h'xB Father's will, and all those who 
ouM l>e bis disciples must follow hia steps, as far as 
tght and abilitj^ are afTordcd. 

'Ms not this the fast which I have chosen/' saith 
the Lord, "to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo 
the lifaiy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free,, 
and tlxat ye break every yoke? Is it not, to deal thjg^ 
bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor 
that arc cast out to thy house? When ibou seest ttia 
naked that thou cover him, and that thou hide not 
thyself from ihy own ttesh/' Isaiah Jviii, 6, 7. 

He who docs these things from the pure motive of 
Christian charity, will not sound a trumpet before 
him, but will endeavour to *'do them in secret, «iid 
he xvbo Aceth in secret will reward him openly." It 
ifl true that tlte Divine Hcing looks at llie staUof 
r hcartSf and the motives of our actions, ratlicr 
3* 
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than the actions themaelvesy-r-but pure* motives and 
good feeh'ngs cannot long exist in us, without bring- 
ing forth their appropriate fruits; — therefore the 
ap0Stle James says, that faith without works is 
dead," and that ''pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father is this : to visit the fatherless 
and widows in their affliction, and to keep ourselves 
unspotted from the wdrld.^' Now in order to keep 
ourselves unspotted from the world, we must not 
•only forsake its vices, but we must turn away from 
its vain fashibns and trifling ' amusements. We must 
not *'be conformed to this world, but transformed by 
the renewing of our minds." Rom. xii. 2. And we 
are required "to walk in wisdom towards them that 
are without, redeeming (he time; and let your speech 
be always wiUi grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may 
know how ye ought to answer every man." Colbs. 
iv. 5, 6. 

These are the genuine and invariable fruits of be- 
ing "born again of incorruptible seed, by the word 
of God which liveih and abideth forever;" — And it is 
not possible for any soul to participate in the joys of 
heaven, either here or hereafter, without being born 
again, and made a "partaker of the Divine nature." 

The gospel of Christ (by which I mean the ''power 
of God utito salvation," Rom. i. 16,) is truly a glorious 
gospel, for it saves men from the dreadful efiects of 
i^in, not by an imputative righteousness, but by taking 
Ipnray the sinful nature out of the heart, so that those 
who have been dead in sin are raised up in newness 
of life. We cannot be reconciled to .God while we 
remain in a state of sin, for "what communion hath 
light with darkness, and what concord hath Christ 
with Belial?" That corrupt nature in man, which 
has sinned, must be crucified and slain, (Rom. vi. 6,) 
in order that Christ may reign in us; for " if any man 
be in Christ he is a new creature, all old things are 
done away, and all things are new, and all things of 
God." We must ''put off the old map with his 



deeds, and put on the new man, which \s renewed in 
knowledge after the ima^e of him lhat created hiirij 
whoi'ti Ihcre is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision 
nor uncircumcision, BarbariEin nor Scythian, hand 
nor free; but Christ is all, ^nui in ali." The true 
Cliii^ti^m knoivs no distinctioti of parly or sect, of 
runk or condition; for he lorea alJ mankind; — and 
alj those wlio arc governed by the same pure spirit, 
whatever may be their name or profession of religion, 
he can salute as brethren. He does not expect the 
fclJowship of the gospel to be always accomp:jnie(l by 
an entire uniformity of opinion, for it is "Me unily 
of the spirti*^ that h '* the bond of peace and if 
all Ihe professors of religion were governed by that 
one pure spirit which speaks "peace on earth and 
good will lo men/* there would be no occasion for 
crueds lo dctintt the boundaries that separate one sect 
from another. Il has always been the effect of human 
creeds iind Kyslcma of religion, to array sect against 
sect, and brother against brother; but our Divine 
Master has given us no creed to hind the consciences 
of men, except that one rule by whicJj their principlea 
may be known, which is lo try them by theiryruj/*, 
for a good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, nor an 
evil tree i;ood fruit.' 

''Love il the fulftlling of the law/ ' and "by Uiis 
shall all men know that yt? are my disciples, if ye 
have love one lo another." *'Nol every one lhat 
K:iith unto me, Lord, Lord^sfiall be saved, but be that 
docth thr unit of wjy Fttihcr whic);f is in heaven." 

Let no man think himself converted, or regenerated, 
until he finds the pure spirit of Divine Love be bis 
fftitxrntHs^ princijfle in thought, word, and deed^ so 
ibiil **vvbc'ilicr he eats, or uhether he drinks, or 
whutrtocvcr he tines, il is all for the ^lory of God.'* 
Then, and tiot till then, can tt be truly said lhat he 
is rt-newed in the spirit of "iiis mind, and that he- bu 
' ; iiF on the new man, which after God is created }n 
rigtilcousocss and true holloesA,'^ Ephesians iv. 21. 
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We are assured that those who arrive at this blessed 
state; will find <Hhe yoke made easy and the burden 
lighty" for there will be a spriDg of joy opened in 
their hearts, that will make every trial and affliction 
seem as nothing, for Christ's sake. The pleasures 
and honours of the world will, in their view, lose all 
their charms to please, and they will go on their way 
rejoicing in a living foretaste of those celestial joys 
which the world can neither give nor take away. — 
But even in this state of mind, there is a continual 
need of reliance upon Divine aid; for ^Mt is not in 
man that walketh to direct his steps." Jer, x. 23. 
And that solemn injunction of Christ should never be 
forgotten, — "Watch ye therefore, for ye know not 
when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at 
midnight, or at the cock-crowing, or in the morning; 
lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. And 
what I say unto you, I say unto all, Watch." Mark 
xiii. 35. 



CONVERSATION IL 



" DIVINE WORSHIP. 

K' John. In a former conversation the subjects of re- 
pentance and conversion were discussed, and we were 
shown the necessity of being "born again of incorrup- 
tible seed) by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth forever." There is another subject of much 
interest which I desire to understand, and that is, the 
right mode of worshiping the Divine Being. 

Father. This is a subject of deep interest to every 
awakened mind, and I shall endeavour to state my 
views upon it for your Serious consideration, not 
wishing you to adopt them any further than you may 
be convinced in your own minds of their truth* 
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Jumea, There iaji^de difference among Christians 
of various denomijitions in thtir manner of worship, 
and yet mo5l of iheiD profess to derive their views 
from the same sQurce- The Catholics have their stated 
forms of prayer and praise, many of which are repeat- 
ed ill a dead language; the Episcopalians have theirs 
all wriUen and repeated in the English language; the 
P^X'shylfcrians have no forins for iheir prayers, but 
their hymns ai'c set to music* and sometimes accom- 
pauied by the organ; the Methodists and Baptists 
have mostly discarded the instrumental mu^ic, but 
slill retain the vocal, — white the Friends, or Quakers, 
have relinquished both, and alt set forms of pray er and 
preaching, deeming neither Indispensibte to Divine 
worship, which they believe ma}' be acceptably per- 
formed in silence* No^Vj if the Bible be so perfect a 
rule as is generally stated, how is it that all these 
people differ so much in their views, for they all ap- 
peal to it for authority? 

Father, The Old Testament is very explicit in 
stating the form of worship and alt liis ceremonies 
enjoined upon the Jews, because that was an outward 
dispensation^ intended to typify and lead to a spiritual 
dispensalioR, and its end being accomplished it was 
abrogated by the coming of Christ Nc^w we may 
remember he said to the woman of Samatja, "The 
hour comelh and now is, when the true worshipers 
ihalf worship the Father in spirit and in truths for 
the Fatlier seeketii such to worship him. God is a 
spirit, and they that worship him, must worship him 
ia.spirit and in tiulh." 

1 have no doubt that this Spiritual worship, — this 
communion of the soul with the Father of spirits,— 
has bceo, and still is» performed, at times, bjr 
pious and sincere worithipers in all the various tt 
uf Christendom} — tlic question is, which of the various 
forniH of worship is most consistent with the Chtt«tian 
dispensation, aod best adapted to promole Irue spiri- 
Uul worship. 
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John, I think it is much to b%regrettecl, that the 
writers of the New Testament wi^ not a little more 
explicit in regard to the manner of worship, for there 
has been a great deal of disputing about it among the 
professors of Christianity. 

Father. I do not think so. For Christ said to his 
disciples, "I have yet many things to say to you, but 
ye cannot bear them now; howbeit,when he, the Sipirit 
of Truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for 
he shall not speak of himself, but whatsoever he shall 
hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things 
to come. He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of 
mine, and shew it unto you." John xvi.12-14. Was it 
not much better to direct their attention to the teach- 
ings of the Spirit of Truth, (which he has promised 
to all those who wait upon him,) than to give them 
verbal or written instructions about the manner of 
worship, which perhaps, they ^ere not in a state to 
receive ? 

John, Those who wer§L to be guided by the Spirit 
of Truth, or indued with' a miraculous gift of the 
Holy Ghost, did not need such particular directions, 
but if the apostles, while under the influence of this 
power, had written a more minute account of their 
forms of /Worship, it might have saved a great deal of 
controversy. 

Father. True spiritual worship does not depend 
upon any form, but upon the power or influence un- 
der which it is performed. ^*The kingdom of God is 
not in word, but in- power." 1 Cor. iv. 20. It is not 
necessary that we should use the same form of wor- 
ship that the apostles did, — but it is absolutely neces- 
jary that we should be governed and influenced by 
same power, or spirit of truth; for without it we 
cannot even think a good thought, much less can we 
perform, acceptably, the solemn service of Divine 
worship. The apostle Paul said, **We are not suffi- 
cient of ourselves, to think any thing as qf ot§rselve»t 
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but our suOiciency b of God^ who also hath made as 
able ministers of the New Testament; not of the letter, 
but of Ihc spirit, for the letter ktileth, but the spirit 
iveth life," 2 Cor, iii. 5, 

John. But would not the same spirit always lead 
into the same form? 

Father. It will always produce the same/rw//^ of 
hoiinessj but not always the same form of worship; 
for the Divine Being adapts his instructions and re- 
quisitions to the state of the people whom he visits. 
His mercy, anU hia condescenaion to the children of 
Israel were so great, that he gave them an outward 
JatVj adapted to their weak, carnal state, and he made 
at law 3 figure, or shadow of good things to come, 
that tiiey might be led by the shadow to seek for 
the '^substance, xvhich is Christ" It is evident that 
the prophets, and other holy men who lived under 
the law, did come to the knowledge of Christ; for 
ihc apostle Pcler says expressly, that "the spirit of 
Christ was in them.'* 1 Peter i. lU Bui in process 
of lime, the Alosaic law became much corrupted by 
the Iradtlioiis of the elders, which the scribes had 
Bngrafted upon it, and the people became so depen- 
dent upon outward observances, that they **omillcd 
the weij^hlier matters of the law, judgment, mertfy, 
and faith." Matt* xxiii. 23, Then it becatue neces- 
sary 10 iiholish that law, and Jesus Christ came to 
'Hake away the hand-writing of ordinances,^' and to 
introduce a more spiritual dispensation, which he 
exemplified in his life, and scaled by hisdenlh. This 
law of the new covenant was predtcled by ifie prophet 
Jeremiah, who says, "Thiii shall be ihe covenant that 
I will make with the house of Israel: After thona 
'ny*, saith the LordT t will put my law in their in* 
-ard parlftf and u*rtic if hi their hearts, atid will be 
* cir Cod, and they shall be my people/' Jer. xxxi. 
33. Il is Tar superior to any outward law, becaujie it 
always adapted to the condition of each individuaf^ 
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and it i8 not limited in its application io our outward 

actions, for it condemns ever}' evil thought which 
rises in the mind; and thus in the obedient, dedicated 
soul, it lays the axe to the root of the corrupt tree. 

John. I acknowledge all this is consistent with the 
Scriptures, but I have sometimes met with persons 
who say that all immediate revelation has c6asedj and 
that we have nothing to depend on now, but the 
Scriptures and our reasoning powers. 

Father* Yes, there are such persons, and some of 
them even pretend to be Christians. But the Scrip- 
ture tells us, **No man can say that Jesus is Lord, 
but by the Holy Ohost," 1 Cor. xii. 3. 

James. I have often heard such persons speak on 
religion, — and I confess that I have so little know* 
ledge on the subject, that I could not refute their 
reasonings. I should like to be certain that the Di- 
vine spirit does operate upon man, and inform him of 
his duty, before we proceed further in the considera*- 
tion of spiritual worship. 

Father. The best way, and the only sure way for 
a man to be satisfied of this, is, to be obedient to every 
manifestation of duty in his own mind, — to keep all 
his passions in subjection, and to do every thing that 
he believes will be pleasing in the sight of God; and 
he will then find, as he continues to walk in this path, 
that his spiritual perceptions will imjkrove; and he 
will see many things to be wrong, which he once 
considered indifferent, and will experience many joys 
to spring up in his heart, which before w^ere unknown 
to him; until at length he may arrive at that state of 
" full age," which the apostle Paul speaks of, " even 
of those who by reason of use, liave their se7ises 
exercised to discern both good and evil." Heb. v. 14. 
That we have a sense of duty, or moral faculty f 
by some called conscience, placed in our minds, 
which| when divinely enlightened, enables us to dis- 
cern both good and evil> without waitingjbr the slow 
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UcHons of reason^ must acknowledged by 
every man that ia acquainled witli his own heart. — 
This iiiiportant truth, wfc|ich rs so plainly taoght irt 
tbe sacred writings, and so readily acknowledged by 
erery tmprejudiced mind, was lon^ obscured, and 
even denied, tn the false theology of the Schoolmen, 
who darkened counsel by words witlioiit know- 
Icdge;**-*but it is now acknow(cdg;ed hy the most 
distinj;iiishcd writers on moral philosophy; and it has 
been ably proved, that this "moral sense" is one of 
the earliest faculties developed m childhood; that it 
is capable of beinjr improved by u^e, or impaired 
by ne^lccE; and that on its use or abuse is dependent 
lite hApptness or misery of man.* 

tfamfs. These fads are acknowledg^ed even by 
bse who deny the authority of the Scriptures. 

Fiithvr. Now, if it be admillGcl that we have a 
"moral ncnso/' for discerning between good and 
evil, It follows as a necessary consequence, that there 
must bo medium by which ihis sense is brought 
into ii!*c: for (he aye fan/iot see tvUhouf lighti nnr 
ean ihc car hear wiihout sound. The Divine Spirit 
8 the medium which tronvcys to onr conscience, or 
moi'til sense^ tlie kt»ow|ed«e of spiritual things. It is 
called the lighly bocausc i( is the medium o/percep- 
ott. It is c:illc-d the word ot GoAf because through 
U medium he speaks to the soul; and it is called 
e grace of God, because it is given freely, **witKout 
tnoney and without price," Jesus refers lo the cop- 
science n5 (lie eye of ifie soni, when he s^ays, ''If thine 
e be *in|y;le, thy whole body will be full of H^bt: 
ot if thine eye he et'H, thy whole body will be fnH 
of liarkne**.'* There is such a striking analogy be- 
Iwrrn the effect* of li)^hl upon the natural eye» and 
the upcralionn of the Divine Spirit in the 80ul| thftt I 
uot refrain from pursuing It further, 
he llrst tiling that ntrikes the attention of an Infant 
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18 the light ; yet it has no knowledge of the nature 

and properties of light, nor the uses for which it was 
designed; — it does not even know the distance, nor 
size, nor quality, of any thing it sees, until its senses 
arc improved hy exorcise. Persons who were born 
blind, and have been restored to sight by a surgical 
operation, have at first to examine and handle every 
thing they see, like the infant does, until by expe- 
rience they learn to judge of the size and distance of 
objects. All their first perceptions are imperfect and 
indistinct. Like the man who was restored to sight 
by our Lord, they see **men as trees walking." Yet 
none of these facts induce us to doubt of the qualities 
of light being the same in every individual; and even 
the man whose eyes are impaired by disease, so that 
he cannot direct his steps aright, must acknowledge^ . 
that on other men the light may be shining unim- 
paired. 

It is thus that our mental vision becomes gradually 
accustomed to the influence of the Divine Spirit, "in 
whom we live, and move, and have our being;** and 
as we are earnestly engaged in attending to its dis- 
coveries, and faithfully concerned to walk in the 
light, we shall become "children of the light and of 
the day," and will experience an advancement in the 
truth, and in the knowledge of the Lord; so that what 
was at first as "the light of the moon, shall become 
as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall 
become sevenfold, as the light of seven days;" for 
"the path of the just is as the shining light, that 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.** 

James. I have long been acquainted, in some mea- 
sure, with the effect of conscience in restraining me 
from doing evil, or reproaching me for it; but I had 
no idea that this was any thing extraordinary. 

Father, It is not any thing extraordinary, for all 
men have it; %ind the divine light shines on the moral 
sense of all, but all men do not attend to it; for 
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I'men love darUness rather than light, because their 
da arc evil, " 

It h acknowledged by all, that man has nothing 
good in his own nalurBj independent of the Divine 
Beini;. *'There is none good but one — Uiat is, God." 
Therctbre, if wc find any thing in our ovvn hearts to 
condemn us for evil, it must be somelhing that is 
good,— somelliin^ that comes from God; for evil lyiLi 
not condemn evil. Satan is not ''divided against him- 
self,'* This pure principle of Divine light not only 
condemns us for cviU and ''sets our sins in order be- 
fore usif^* but it likewise incites us to gondnes^^ and 
when we arc obedient to it we are seosible of a holy 
A hcuvcniy serenity of mrnd, ivhfch» the a;jDatlc 
dt^icrlliea as Uu; 'Move of God, shedT abroad m 

Jtihii. I iMn bear witness to thai; for T have expe- 
rienced it ill some mensarej and I must acknowledge 
ih:it li I'rtr sni josses ull the joys this world can aflbrd. 

f'\ilh''y 'i'lipsc truths are admitted by the most 
pit)U?( ntcned writers of every Chnalian dcno- 

nuDatiuit iiiAi f am acquainted with; and many of 
tKcm have ncknowledfjed, that at times they have 
been so influenced by Uivine grace, in their religious 
•crvices, that liicir wBrds seemed lo come lo them 
unsought, and wcirc accompanied with such convinc- 
ing; power aiulxlivine erierf^y, that all opposition was 
«uhdacd,iind many hearts were melted into love and 
tcnderncM. Almost °^Wy pious and experienced 
Christian will ackrvowlcnjjb, that he has often known 
iromcthin^; of this heavenly influence lo pervade his 
mind^ dirrint:^ liis seasons of private d^vodon, when 
h' ^\ n hiijniind from the worlds and pros- 

ti ^i . I. ilu «nnl in silent adoration before that 

awlul IK'in^ whoso presence fiMa infinity, and whoso 
;.v I'U the universe. Why then should tiicrc 
> 4 powcr^ and (his precioua solemnity* 

ftiptf.t: I : .ki lu^ tho rolSgious worahip that generally 
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prevails in Christendom? Is it not because men have 
" forsaken God, the fountain of living water, and have 
hewn out to themselves cisterns, — broken cisterns, 
that can hold no water?" Instead of waiting for his 
power to influence their hearts, to control their - 
thoughts, and to enable them to worship in spirit and 
in truth, how many rush into forms and ceremonieS| 
without waiting for any divine influence to pervade 
their minds; forgetful of the apostolic declaration^ 
that we know not what to pray for as we ought, 
but the spirit itself makelh intercession for us with 
groaninj^s which cannot be uttered; and he that 
searchcth the heart knoweth what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the samta - 
according to the will of God." Rom.vii]. 26, 27J^ ^ 

'John. But it will not be safe, from this, to con- 
clude that all vocal utterance of prayer or praise is 
inconsistent with true spiritual worship; fbt^ Christ 
himself prayed with his disciples, and gave them a 
form of prayer at their request. is also said, that 
they sang a hymn after eating the passover. 

Father, I would by no means restrict divine wor- 
ship to entire silence; for it does not consist in ouU 
ward silence alone, any more than it does in words. 
The apostle Paul says, " I will pray with the spirit 
and with the understanding also: I will sing with the 
spirit and with the understanding also." 1 Cor. xiv. 
15. From this, it is evident he thought the under- 
standing alone was not su£(ctent, without the aid of 
"the spirit" of divine grace, to dictate prayer or praise 
to God. In his epistle to the Ephesians, he tells them 
to '*take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always 
with all prayer and supplication, in the spirit^ and 
watching thereuntOy with all perseverance, and sup^ 
plication for all saints." In nearly all the instructions 
of the blessed ' Jesus and his apostles respecting 
prayer, the duty of watching is carefully enjoined; 
for the hearts even of the faithful^ are not always ia 
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tlMtt aulieil to pray or sing praUes to God. It is 
edaty of all ta mifrh iherettnioy as llie '■'sick and 
e impotent folk" wailed at ibe pool of Bethesda, 
tl au arfgel came clown and troubled ihe watery'' 
thru " thi^y stepped in^' and *^werc healed of 
whatsoever ^isease they had.'* John v. 4, 

Watch jnd pray,*' said Je^, '* fur ye know not 
« hour when lite Son of r^^comclh, '"^ Bless- 
arc those servants whom tord, when ho com^ 
ilh, shall fjpd wglching I, verily, I say unlo you, 
at he shalf ^ird himi-clL and make Ihetn to sit down 
o mc:Tt., and will come ISrlh and serve them." Luke 
xii. 37, ^ 

to the jj^A wiiich they sang after eating the 
f*r, I ^W^to ilouki it uas dictated by the 
on of Godj'^ which dwelt in Je- 

s; i .on several occasions, What* 

ever I speak, ev»n as the Father snid wnlo me*fa 
speak." *' 1 mil of mine own self do nothing; 

ThtTcfore a hymn, dictated and sotig 
' ' " inlluL'nce, must have Ijecn highly 
;)C- promised his disciples that the 
i4ijLti-, w i.ich is the Spirit of Truthj" should 
nd leucli Iheni :ill lhtng», he certainly did not 
to limit operation!] by confining Uiem to a 
1 of pniycr o^5^ni5e. 

prayer known hy llic name of the Lord's 
' n» aho dictated by the same Divine wis* 
wan exactly adapted to the occasion on 
It was j^ivcn; but it does not fullovv that it 
ill jfuit all occasion?*; ttff we have no account of its 
hcinj; used afterwards by the jjpostles, although their 
'og is often mentioned. 

Lord's prayer ts remarkably short, and yet 
romprtdien^ive; and it appear* to hnvc been do- 
i to hljow hi« disciples, tluL Ihey must not be 
11- hr :i(i,/'n, who thoii}£;ht to he heard for their 
Hid parable of the publican, who 
hjs bnraftt, and said^ Lord \» merciful to mc 
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a sinner," and came down justiHed Yatber than the 
Pharisee who made a long profession; was alsft in- 
tended to show, that it is not the formal hypocrite, 
but the humble contrite heart, which is acceptable in 
the Divine sight. God looks at the heart; the 
form of prayer or praise is nothing in his sight; but 
the influence under which it is performed is every 
thing. Our Lord says, ** Your Father knoweth 
what things ye have need of before ye ask him." — ' 
He knows what will be good for us better than we )jf. 
do ourselves; and if we set about asking him for 
whatever we may deem right in ouf own eyes, we 
shall often "ask amiss," and then it will be an evi- 
dence of his mercy not to grant it. 

James, What is the use of praying,. then? 

Father, The object of prayAflj^ not'io change the 

tnne purposes, but to conform our wills to his. 
will, and his purposes, are always the same, and 
ti^s right; for in him is neither variableness nor 
shadow of turning. One object of religious worship 
is, to seek for light from him to know mtroum spates 
and conditions;^ and when we are thus brought to 
see what we stand in need of, he gives us ability to 
ask it; he extends to us his holy sceptre, and grants 
the prayer that is made according to his will. This 
is the prayer of faith that is always availing, whether 
it be uttered vocally, or only breathed in the secret 
of the soul. The man whose heart is devoted to 
God will be always " watching unto prayer," and may 
therefore be said to **pray without ceasing," for he 
will be often engaged in mental supplication, or in 
songs of praise, " making melody in his heart unto 
the Lord." Nor will his prayers be confined to sup- ' 
plications for his own soul. As all the members of thi'^ 
true church are one in spirit, being baptized by one 
spirit into one body, and thereby made to sympa- 
thize one with another; so each member will be at 
times dipped into a feeling of near unity with the 
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brethren, and may feeJ himself constrained, by the 
influence of Divine lovCj to offer up a petition on 
Iheir behalf, either vocal or mental, which wiJl be 
acceplable in the Divine sight; and being accompani- 
ed by the influence of his Holy Spirilj cannot fail to 
do good. He who prays, preaches, or sin^s, with- 
out this influence, h like one who shoots his arrows 
at a venturej !ind, unless hia rashness be overruled by 
Divine Providence, he ia more likely to do harm 
than pfood. But even when we think ourselves cloth- 
ed with ability for religious Rervices^ it is well to re- 
member the caution of the royal preacher, "Keep 
thy fool when thou goent lo ihc house of God, and 
he more ready to hear Ihan to ^ive the sacrifice of 
fooler for ihcy consider not that they doevih Be not- 
rash with thy nioulli, and let not thy heart be hasty 
to uUer any IhiiiL; before God: for God ia in hea.y«n 
^nd thou upon earth; therefore lellhy words befqditf 
Ecc. V. 1. Wm 
John^ Does not our Lord promise that whatso- 
ever ye shall ask in my name, that will [ do?*' 

Father. Ves; there is such a promise frequent- 
ly repeated: but we are not to understand that mere* 
ly taking the name of Jesus Christ into our months^ 
will ensure acceplance to our prayers; for the wicked 
can do this ns readily as the righteous, and even those 
who are comparatively good may do It improperly, 
'I'he name of the Lord is often used in tlie scriplures 
to »lgnify the pov%'cr, spirit^ or presence of the Lord. 
Thus, when he promised to send his angel to go be> 
ore the Israeliles, to keep lliem in the way, he told 
hem, " Beware of'liim aad obey his voiee» provoke 
not; fur he will not pardon your transgrei^sions, 
iwy name is in/tim,'^ Ex. xxiii. 21. **In »M Ibeir 
aflfiction.s Ik; w;»s ufflictetl, and the an^d of hia pre- 
sence mrrd them; in his love and in his pity he re* 
iierffirH them, and he bare them and cttrried them 
all ihe days of old." Is. xiii. U. The prophet Jerc- 
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miah, in speaking of the coming of Christ, says^ 
"This is his name whereby he shall be called, the 
Lord our righteousness*^ And it is also said, "They 
shall call his name Emmanuel, which, being inter- 
preted, is God with us." Mat i. 23. 

The name Jesus, (a saviour,) and Christ, (anoint- 
ed,) was given to him, because in him dwelt a full 
manifestation of the "power and wisdom of God," 
who is the only Saviour; for he says by the mouth 
of the prophets, " I, even I, am the Lord, and be- 
sides me there is no Saviour." Isaiah xli. 3 and II. 
Hosea xxiii. 4. Now if this name is intended to sig- 
nify the power, spirit, or presence of God, do' not 
those who invoke the name without feeling the pow- 
er, take the name of the Lord in vain ? They who 
pray under the influence and direction of this holy 
name or power, will ask for nothing inconsistent 
with the Divine will, and, therefore, their prayers 
win be always availing. 

John, But are we not required to pray for all men? 
and yet we believe that all men are not saved, for 
many continue to live in wickedness. 

Father, God has no pleasure at all " that the wick- 
ed should die, b-jt that he should return from his 
ways and live." Ezek. xviii. 23. He furnishes every 
man with the means of salvation; for "the grace of 
Godj tohich hringeth salvation, hath appeared to 
all men." He who loves God, will love all God's 
creation; and this feeling of universal love will be 
found to arise in mental supplication for all men, that 
they may come to the knowledge of the same bless- 
ed truth: and sometimes these aspirations will be- 
come so earnest as to give rise to the utterance of 
vocal prayer, which may, under the Divine blessing, 
produce in others the same kind of feelings. But 
these precious feelings may spread from heart to heart, 
and rise into dominion, without the use of words; 
for there is in divine love a sympathetic influence, 
which pervades the minds of those who worship 
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; and when ihey are assembled to^ethei* in 
worship, it brings them into the "unity of llic spirit^ 
in the bond of peace,** and they seem to live and 
breuthe in an aimoaphere of love. This holy influ- 
ence may be ibil in such a degree as to surpass the 
power of utterance; for hunnan language has nolecni 
ifi which to convey it to others, and it can only be 
conveyed in that "language in whicti we were born," 
which is the language of impressions made upon the 
hoarl by the finger of God. The sam« kind of holy 
solemnity is described in the Revelaliona, as the. 
highest degree of religious worship; for, after the 
opening of the sixth seal^ the aposUe ** saw a ^reat 
maltitudc^ which no man could number, of all na- 
tions, and kindreds, j^nd people, and tongues, who 
stood before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes and palm^ in their hands* 3nd cried 
with a loud poice saying, Salvation to our God, which 
•ittcth upon the lhrone»and tinto the Lamb." But 
when the seventh and Utat seat was opened, every 
tongue was . mule — every soul was prostrate in the 
presence of tlie living fiod, ;ind thero waa "silence 
in heaven about the 5p«iceof half an hour/' Rev. viii. 
I. This slate of mental silence, in which the active 
)>owersof man arc all at rest and waiting upon God^ 
was atflo prefigured in the institution of the Jewishf 
or Srventh'dat/ Sabbath, which Ibc opoatle Paul ex- 
pressly says, was "a shadow of things to come," 
CoW u. 17. And in another^lace, after speaking of 
the Scvcntb-day, he says, ''There remaineth there* 
fore a ruAl to the people of God; for he that hath en- 
tered into his re«t> hath ceased from his own works as 
God did from his. Let us labour therefore to enter 
^into that rest/' Heb. iv. *)-lL 

Thry who have ceased from iheirown works, from 
llie ""will-worship and voluntary humility" of the 
natural man, are then prepared to enter into the 
cloiicl of the heart, and flhuttlng the door upon the 
world, to offer up their prayers in secret to the Fa- 
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ther of spirits; and "he who seeth in secret, will re- 
ward them openly/' by granting them ability to over- 
come every temptation that may assail them. 

James. This doctrine would seem to exclude from 
public worship, not only instrumental music, but 
^ven the singing of hymns. Yet it appears to me, 
that there are directions somewhere in the New Tes- 
tament for singing hymns and spiritual songs. 

Father, Instrumental music is entirely without 
• example or precept in the New Testament; and there 
is good reason to believe it never was used among 
Christians until the church became corrupted. It 
was much used in the worship of the Israelites, un- 
der the old law, and was well suited to an outward, 
shadowy dispensation, when the Deity, in conde- 
scension to the ignorance and weakness of the peo- 
ple, was pleased to manifest himself in an outward 
temple made with hands. But we live under a spi- 
ritual dispensation, and are taught to believe, that 
"the Lord of -heaven and earth dwelleth not in tem- 
ples made with hands, neither is worshiped with 
men^s hands, as though he needed any thin^; seeing 
that he giveth to all, life, and breath, and all things, 
that they should seek the Lord, if haply they might 
/eel after him and find him; though he is not far 
from any one of us, for in him we live, and move, and 
have our being." Acts xvii. 24-i!8. 

Music may have a tendency to allay the passions,/ 
and to quell, for a moment, the unsanctified desires of 
the human heart; but its influence is only temporary; 
for no sooner have its sounds ceased to vibrate on the 
ear, than the appetites and passions awake from their 
slumbers with unabated strength. Even the melody 
of David's harp, could only soothe for a while the 
evil spirit of Saul— it had no influence in changing 
his heart. The object of Christ's reign is not to send 
peace on earth, by soothing the passions of meny 
but a sword, to subdue them and bring them under 
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right ffovernment. He comes to slay, that he may 
)ake uIevg ngain; to subjugiiie the will of mitn, in 
order that his divine will may be tlone in us, and to 
bring all our faculties, desires, and affections, under 
iho government of his Holy Spirit. The pomp of 
ceremonies, the splendour of decorations, and the 
** pealing anthems*' of the organ, are not consistent 
with the simplicity ofspiritual worship, nor with ihe 
character and precepts of the meek and lowly Jesus. 

It appears that the primilive Christians did some- 
times sing psalms or apiritoal songs, but the Scrip- 
tures do not infonii us, whether it was always a part 
of their public worihip, nor do they mention whether 
more than one person at a time was engyged iri the ser- 
vice. Il secms^ from some expressions of the apostlfl 
aul, that their mode of Avorsbip in the church at 
orinlh, was diflerent from any that now prevails In 
liristendom. He aays, ** When you come together, 
'er// one of you halh a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath 
tongue, hatfi a revelation, hath an interprcbltion. 
ct all things be done imto ediM^ If any man 
apeak in an un/cnotrn tott^uc^ le?W5e by two, or at 
inoat by thrce/and that by tou™, and let another 
nlcrpret. Hut if thei*c be no interpreter, lut him 
eep silence in the church, and let him speak to him 
»clf and to God. I*et the prophets speak two or three* 
and let the others juitge. If any Ihini; be revealed 
1 r that sittcth by, let the first hohl his peace; 

li --ay tilt prophesy one hy oncy thai all may 

buur, and alt may be comforted/' 1 Cor. ^civ. 

He also mentions sin^in^, in two others of hi^ 
epistles. He says, "IJo not drunk with wine, where^ 
'n is excess^ but be fitkd with the Spirit^ speaking 
to youraelves in psiilms, and hymns, and apirtluEii 
•on|c»( making melody in your heetrts unto Ihe 
ord." Kph. V. lf>. Af^iu, he says^ **Let the 
-Ji^ Christ dwell in you riefaly, in nil wisdom, 
ehing and tidinonijihing one another in psalms^ and 
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hymns, and spiritual songs; singing with grace in 
your hearts to the Lord." Col. iii. 16. In these pas^- 
sages it is obserTable, that he is careful to mention 
that they must be filled with the spirit or word of 
Christ; and I think there is no doubt that their songs 
^of praise and thanksgiving were dictated by it, just 
as much as their praying and prophesying. Every act 
of worship that proceeds from the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, is spiritual worship; and every act that 
proceeds from the will and wisdom of man, is will 
worship:'^ the former is enjoined upon us; but the 
latter is expressly forbidden. Col. ii. 23. 

We are recommended in the Scriptures, not to ne- 
glect the assembling of ourselves together; and Christ 
has declared, "Where two or three are assembled in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them." He 
also says, " Without me ye can do nothing." Now, 
does it not follow, that when we are assembled toge- 
ther, we must wait in silence until we feel his power 
and presence to direct and assist us? For " obedience 
is better than sacrifice, and to hearken, ihAxi the fat of 
rams." They who act upon any other principle than 
this, appear to me to be like those who urged Jesus 
to go lip to the feast: but he replied, ''My Hme is not 
yet come: your time is always ready. The world 
cannot hate you, but me it hateth, because I testify 
of it that the works thereof are evil." John vii. 6, 7. 

John, I should think it very uncharitable to say, 
that nearly all the worship that now prevails in Chris- 
tendom is evil; for I am certain that there are many 
pious men in every Christian sect. 

Father, I do not say their worship is evil; for j^ 
hope and believe much of it is accepted in the Divine 
sight. He who beholds the hearts of all men, ha^ 
graciously promised, '' To that man will I look, even 
to him that is poor, and of a contrite spirit, and that 
trembleth at my word." There is a dead form of 
silence as well as a dead form of Wtib^s} and it is 
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equally ofTon&ive in llie Divine sigtit. They who 
merely sit in outward silence, pretenJin^ to present 
Ibeir bodies before the Lord^ while iheir henrls are 
far from bim, and their Ihoughts wandering in pur- 
suit of earlhly objects, arc a.s8erabling in a dead form. 

John. Is this dead form as dangerous as the other? 

Father, In one respect I think it is not so danger- 
ous; ir. docs not encourage Ihe practice of using im* 
projicrly the words of holy men, and the promises of 
Scriplurc. That which was true In the mouth of a 
saint, may be a falsehood jn thi^ mouth of a sinner. 

James. Yos; 1 -have often been itruck with the 
impropriety of lh;it practice, and I believe it not ini- 
probablt!, that many a welUmeaning man utters mo^a 
fnlKchoods in time of worship than all the week be*, 
aiders. 

Futhrr. There are some hymna of such a ^neral 
character, that almostany pious man may join ia-lhem 
wiUidiil a breach of veracity; but it does not follow 
tl>al Ihcy will always suit the slate of his mind, — 
There are olfjer hymns and psalmfl which describe- 
particular states of mirulj and contain the expression 
of particular feelings and desires^ which can only he 
sirnj^ with trnth by those who are in the same slate o" 
miml. For instance, when David says, "As the bar 
pantcth after the water-brooks, so pantclh my soul 
after thee, O God! Aft/ U.arn have hecn my meat 
dty and night, while they say unto me continualty. 
Where is thy God?" P% xliL 1,3. 

Now, how many singers are there in most congre- 
gations, that can sing this psalm without departing 
from the truth? For those who arc mourning to sing 
the songs nf joy, and for those who arc rejoicing to 
join the wail of sorrow, is equally inconsiistcnl, He 
who joins a rhnir tn sinji; in piildic, is expected to 
aifig every Hi s sK*lectcd for tlmm; no mittter 

bow discfir<' clings may bt?, if his voice be 

Ktrcnoni' mji; mote is required: and what it 



worse than all, persons who have musical talents, are 
oflfin induced to join the choir, while their hearts are 
unrenewed, antl sometinies even whiJe their moral 
characters are notoriously impure. 

How offensive must it be to that omnipresent and 
holy Being, who ia of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity," when he loolc^upon this solemn mockery, 
this approaching with the lipsj while the heart is far 
from him! Will he not say to such persons, as he 
did to the Jews formerly, Who has required this at 
your hands, to tread my courts? Bring no more 
vain oblations, incense is an abomination unto me, 
the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies 
I cannot awpy with; it is iniquity* even the solemn 
meeting,*' Under the old law, he who had touched 
a dend body, or an unclean beast, was not allowed to 
come into the congregation until he was purified; 
much less coLild he parlicipate in an act of worship; 
and shall they who are 'Mivinpf in pleasures, and who 
are dead while they live,'* take an active part in 
public worship, under a more spiritual dispensation? 
It is evident that such cannot drink of the cup that 
Christ drank of, oor are they baptized with his bap- 
lism, and if they partake of the outward form while 
^ey deny and reject the life and substance, do they 
not drink unworthily io iheir own condemnation? — 
These remarks will not apply to those sincere and 
pious worshipersj who are really hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness, for unto Ihem there al* 
ways will be a blessing. But to thia class I would 
seriously address the inquiry, whether that worship 
which is offered up En the witi and wisdom of man, 
is not calculated to keep alive that will and to nourish 
that wisdom by which it ia performed r Now we 
know that our wills must be subjected to the Divine 
will, and we are taught that "the wisdom of man is 
foolishness with God," when applied to spiritual 
thing*!. *'The kingdom of God is within you," aays 
Christ; and it is altogether reasonable tha^ he should 



be known t and obeyed, and worskiped, in his king- 
^om. If he veils his presence from us, — as he often 
069, — then we must wak upon htm. ''t wait for 
le Lord," says the psalmist^ ^^my soul doth wait — 
my soul waitelh for the Lord, more than they that 
watch for the morning." Ps* cxxx, 5, G. The psalms 
of David, the writings of the prophets, the discourses 
of JesiiSt and the epistles of Pau], contain a great 
many exhorlaliona lo wait upon the Lord, and learn 
of hiin. And John, the betoved apostle, writes to the 
Christians of his day, and tells them, *'The unoiniing 
which ye have received of him abidefh in yoi;, and 
ye need not that any man teach yoti: but as the 
same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is 
truth and is no lie, and even as it liatti taught you ye 
»haii abide in him,'' I John ii. 27. / 
It is also said in many places in the scriptures, that 
Chriist himself shall be the prophet, the leader, and 
the teacher of bis people; for he alone is the true 
shepherd and bishop of souls." Now while we 
have such exceeding great and precious promises, 
how unwise are ihey who *• compass themselves 
tbout with sparks of their own kindling,^' instead 
»f watting in patience for the Divine influence to en- 
;.able them to worship in spirit and in truth. 

If Christ be the teacher of his people^ they that 
would learn of him must sometimes learn in silence; 
for, if we are always thinking our own thoughts, and 
speakin]^ our own words, or those of others, we can- 
Ol hear the instructions »htit arc conveyed to the 
til by the im|>ressiorts of the Divine spirit. 
If ChrtsLiaos of dlflerent flenominations cannot, at 
preMnt, see the propriety ol giving up their stated 
lormtf of prayer and praise, I am persuaded they 
would derive j^reat advantage from appropriating 
part of the time of their relijz;ioiJs mectinj^s lo silent 
waiting upon God: it would give greater life and 
solemnity to the rest of their worship, and, iitdepen* 
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dently 6t all other considerations, they would find it 
a most excellent discipline for the mind. 

John. I find by experience, that when I wish to 
consider any. thing attentively, I can do it. best in 
silence, and it seems rjeasonable that our tongues 
should be still when we undertake to examine our 
hearts.? 

Father, There is a very Instructive fa6t mentioned 
in the history of the prophet Elijah, when he was in 
a cave on Mount Horefa. He was commanded to go 
forth and stand upon the mount before the Lord. — 
"And behold the Lord passed by, and a great and 
strong wind rent the mountain, and brake in pieces 
the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in 
the wind: and after the wind an earthquake, but the 
Lord was not in the earthquake: and after the earth- 
quake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire: and 
after the fire, a still small voice. And it was so when 
Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his man- 
tle and went out and stood in the entering in of the 
cave. And behold there came a voice unto him and 
said. What doestthou here Elijah?" Thus it appears 
that Elijah knew that the word of the Lord (to which 
he had long been accustomed) was not to be heard in 
the noise and confusion of the outward elements, — 
but as soon as he heard the still small voice, he wrap- 

• A late writer, in speaking of what is termed "the Lord*s Supper," 
makes , this redhrk: **In all other instances of social worship, joar 
attention is required without oeasin^, to some external process, and 
you pass on from one part of the service to another with little opportu- 
nity to reflect as you proceed, or to pursue the suggestions which are 
mtde, in the manner that yoorown peculiar cMKlitioD may require. 
Bat' in this, the leisure is give.% far thorouffhly appljring to your own 
personal state, all that has met your ear, and for jmuring out freely ihe 
devotional feeUng which has been excited. And if there be any thing 
AiTOurable to thejHol, as multitudes of devout persons 4iave insisted, in 
oecmsions for auOtmpUUive vsorship in the presence of other men, then 
in this respect the Lord's Supper ma^ claim a superiority over every 
other season <^ social ilevotion." Now, if the pauses which occur during 
the administration of the Supper are fiinnd to be so salutaiy, why may 
they not be introduced at other tinted wUh eqoftl ad^fujlafe ? 
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d his face in his mantle and listened to the Dirine 
onitor. We have no reason lo believe, that Ihis 
*word of the Lord," which came lo the prophets^ 
was conveyed in sounds to the outward ear^ for God 
a spirit, and the soul of man is spiritual; therefore 
e word by which he speaks to the soul is also api- 
ritual. 

The apostle Paul writes to the Corinthians, Eiay- 
lug, ** Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, 
and thai the spirit of God dwellelh in you? If any 
man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; 
for Ihc temple of God is hoJy, which temple ye are*" 
1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. 

And Ihc apostle Peter advises the Christians of his 
day, to*'desire the sincere milk of the word, thai," 
pays hCj **yc may grow thereby. If so bo ye have tastovl 
that IhQ Lord is gracious. To whom coming as unto a 
ng stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of 
od and precious; ye also as lively stones are built up 
a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spi- 
ritual sacrifices acceptable to Cod, by Jesus Christ." 
1 Peter ii. 3-6^ Thus it appears that the soul of man 
the temple of God, and that his church is a £/;tW- 
ai home, built up of living stones, of whom Jesus 
hrtst is the chief corner htonti, »?eci,and precious.*' 
he temple of Solomon, with all its glory, was but a 
faint emblem or figure of (his spiritual house, which 
God is preparinj? for himself la dwell in, and in which 
he manifests Ins glory and his power. 

It is written of Solomon's temple, that **it was 
built of ftone made ready before it was brought 
ilher: so that tfierc was niiihcr hammer, nor ajKy 
any tool of iron heard if^ /hn house, while it 
as in building/' I Kings, vi. 7. JIow »triktng a 
pire vras this of the beautiful order ftod holy so- 
mnity that ought lo prevail, when tkeiivinff siortes 
re brouf^hl together in the assemblies of Ood'a 
oplc. When we approach his awful presence to 
worship him in apirit and in truth, we should be 
5* 
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careful not to employ the tools or cereihftnies of 
man's inventioo; for the Lord, in directing his cho- 
sen people to build an altar, said, *'An allar of earth 
ehatt thou build unto me, and shaU sacrifice thereon 
thy burnt-ofierings and thy peace-offerings: and if 
Ihou wilt make me an altar of stone, Ihou shaU not 
build it of hewn stone: for if thou li/t up thy tool 
vpoJi It/, ihou hast polluted it.*' Exodug xx. 24, 
Deut xxviL 5. 

The oflerings in God's temple are no longer of an 
outward nature, for " he is not worshiped with 
men's hands, as though he needed any thing." He 
requires us to give bim the " first fruits" of that 
we possess: we must serve him before all oLherSj and 
give him the ftrst plaee in our affections. The sacri- 
which he-accepteth is *'a broken and a contrite 
ipirit;" and the smoke of the incense which ascends 
lip before him^ is the prayers of the saints," R©V. 
viii. 3. 

I shall conclude this subject with a quotation from 
the writinpfs of that great and good man, William 
Penn. " If," says he, " we are not to take thouj^ht 
what we shaJl say when we come before worldly 
princes, because it shall be given us, and that it is 
not we that speak, but the spirit of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther that Hpeaketh in us; (Matt. x. 20j) much less can 
our ability be needed, or ouglit we to study to our- 
selves forms of speech in our approaches to the great 
Prince of princes, King of kingsj and Lord of lords. 
The psalmist says, ^Lord, thou hast heard the de- 
aire of the humble, thoa wilt prepare their heart, 
thou wilfc cause thine ear lo hear;' and says Wisdom, 
*The preparation oC the heart in man, and the an- 
swer of the tongue is from the Lord/ Here it is: thou 
must not think thy own thoughts, nor speak thy own 
words; which indeed is the silence of the holy cross; 
but be sequestered from all confused imaginations, that 
arc apt to throng and press upon the mind in those 
holy retirements. It is not for thee to think to over-* 
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corae Ihe Almighty by the most composed matter 
cast into the aptest phrase: — no, no, — one groan, one 
sigh from a ivounded soul; on heart touched with 
true remoTsef a sincere and godly sorrow^ which is 
the work of God's spirit, excels and prevails wiUi 
God* Wherefore, slant! still in thy mind; wait to 
feet somcthrng that h divine to prepare and dispose 
theelo worship God truly and acceptably. And thus 
laktng up the cross, and shutting the doors and win- 
dows of ihe sotil Against cv'cry thing that would in- 
terrupt this attendance upon God, — how pleasant 3C>* 
ever the object be in itself» — how lawful and needful 
nl anoihef season, — the power of the Almighty will 
break in,- — his spirit will work and prepare theheart, 
ih.tl it may offer up an acceptable sacrifice.^' 



CONVEItSATJON III. 



ON THE OKlOI^iAL A>D PHESKNT STATE OF MAN, 

James. Brother John and I have lately been con- 
vci^in^ about the original and'pViesent state of man* 
but wc rannot agree in opinion, and have concluded 
tO'ask thy views upon the subject. He contends, that 
the iranHgrcs^ion of Adam, in eating the forbidden 
fruitf produced an entire change in the nature of 
man, so that wc are all born in a corrupt and sinful 
state; ancf thnl wc arc liable to punishmentj not only 
for oiir own transgressions, but Illccwise on account 
of tho guilt of our first parents, which he siiya is im- 
puted U» all their ofTsprinj^. This <loclrino 1 cannot 
believe; for it appears to me to be entirely inconsist- 
ent with the Justice and mercy of the Divine Beings 
to impute to me a sin which i never committed; nor 
can I understand how tho nature of man could be to 
completely changed by that one transgrmiou 
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Adam; for we do not find any inherent difference 
now between the children of the righteous and the 
children of the wicked ; they appear to be all born 
in the same state, though it is acknowledged that the 

^ample and teaching of their parents have a great 

'Thfluence upon their characters. 

John, I do not reason in this way upon subjects of 
so momentous a character, but am content to refer to 
the Scriptures of truth, which, being written by inspi- 
red men, are a much safer dependence than the faUi- 
ble reason of man. 

Father, I believe that all Scripture, " given by in- 
spiration of God, is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness^ 
that the man of God may be perfect^ thoroughly fur- 
nished unto all good works." The truths contained 
in the Scriptures, if properly understood, and made 
the rule of our actions, are of inestimable value to 
man: but it is very evident that they cannot be un- 
derstood without the exercise of reason; for a man 
deprived of reason could n«t derive the least benefit 
from them. They are addressed to the understand- 
ings of men; but owing to the imperfection of human 
language, they areMi^ble to be misunderstood, espe- 
cially by those who have no experimental knowledge 
of the things to which they relate. The most valua- 
ble parts of Scripture are those which relate to spi- 
ritual things; but in order to understand them clear^ 
ly, we must come to the knowledge of the things 
themselves. When we undertake to studjT any natu- 
ral science, we are not satisfied with merely reading 
descriptions of natural objects, but we examine the 
objects for ourselves. For instance, the science of 
botany describes the various plants and flowers which 
the great Creator has so profusely scattered over the 
face of the earth; but we cannot obtain an accurate 
knowledge of them, merely by reading descriptions; 
we must Qurselvea examine the things -described j and 



49 



in order to do this, we must have light to assist vf. 
ow ihis is the course we ought to pursue in the ex- 
infition of spiritual thin|!;s. The Scriptures inform 
us, thai " the kingdom of God ig within us," and that 
it tronsisls of '^righteousness, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Spirit.^' But what will this dtscnption avail 
US} unless we Jook within ua to find these things, and 
become obedient to the teachings of the HoJy Spirit, 
whose light will make them manifest? There is much 
useful infarmaCion in the Scriptures, about the state 
_f original purity in which man^ v%'0s created ^ the 
ttale of am and corruption into which he has fallen 
by disobedience; and the state of restoration and sal- 
vation which is obtained by the faitliful servants of 
Christ This information is sometimes conveyed in 
plain and simple precepts, which may be under- 
*Mood literally; but it is often adorned with metaphors, 
and not unfrequcntly it is clothed in parables or alle- 
gories, according to the genius of the oriental lan- 
guages. It is well known that Jeeus frequently spake 
in parahlcs, which were not generally understood by 
the multtlude, and that he explained their meaning to 
hifl disciples. But even to his disciples he did not 
open every thing al once, for he said^ " I have many 
ihings to say unto you, but ytf cannot bear them 
ROW." There are many pious men, who although 
they do not doubl that the account giv«n by Moses of 
the garden of Eden at^d the fall of our first parents^ ia 
literntly true, yet they believe it has in It a spiritual 
signification of far more importance to us. 

Jo/ttt. 1 am afraid to depend upon thcte spiritual 
significations, lest T should overlook the literal mean- 
ing of the text, and thuj* convert the whole Bible 
Into an allegory. When any living is stated as para- 
ble. I am then willing to look for a apiritua] mean- 
*ng, but not otherwise. 

Father* It appears that the apostle Paul was of a 
diFvrent optoionj for be uya., when speaking of the 



two SODA which were born unto Abraham, that they 
were **an allegory" of *'lhe two covenants." Ga!, iv. 
24. Yet Moses doea not say it is an allegory^ but re- 
lates it as a matter of history; and I have no doubt 
the facta did occur just a@ Moses has slated them, and 
that the spiritual meaninga revealed to Ihe apostles is 
equally true. It will be ackfiov^^Iedgcd by almost 
every experienced mind, that the account griyen by 
Moses, of the journeying of the IsraellLea from 
Egypt, through the wilderness to the promised land, 
contains a faithful and beautiful allegory of the Chris- 
tian's progress, from a slate of darkuess and sin, to a 
slate of gospel light and salvation; yet who can sup- 
pose thai this view of Ihe subject impairs our belief 
of the facts related by Moses? With respect to the 
garden of Eden^ in nhich man was originally pla- 
ced, Avlien he was created, there can he no dotibt that 
the account given by the inspired penman, is beauti- 
fully descriptive of that state of spiritual enjoyment 
which resulted io Adam from his dressing and keep- 
ing the trees of ihe garden; or, in other words, from 
his keeping; in their proper order all the desires and 
aflTcctions of his animal and spiritual natures, which 
were given for the promotion of his hnppinesa, and 
pronounced lo he good. That the garden of Eden 
was considered, among the holy men of old, as a stale 
of spirilutil enjoymentj we have an evidence in the 
writings of the prophet Ezekiel ; for he says, in 
addressing the king of Tyros, " Thus saith the 
Lord Godj Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom 
and perfect in heauty. Thou hast been in Edcji^ the 
garden of God} every precious sloiie was thy cover- 
ing, the sardius, the topaz, and tlie dtamood; the 
beryl, the onyx, the jasper, Ihe sappbire, the eme- 
rald, ihe carbuncle, and gold; the workmanship of 
Ihy tabreJs and thy pipes, was prepared in ihee in the 
dap that thou loasi created. Thou art the anoint' 
cd cherub that coverethj and I have set thee so: thou 
wast upon the koty mountain of God^ ihou has^t 
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walked up and dowrn in the midst of the fitones of 
fire. Thou wast perject in i/ii/ timys from (he 
rfffy tkoH wast created^ till iniquity was found in 
|hec." Ezek. irxvtii. 13 to 16, Behold what a slate 
of purity and wisdom was here, and that loo, **rroni 
the day he was created!'' But he fell from this state 
of rigiueowsness; for the prophet pjoes on to say, 
"By th« multitude of thy merchaniJize, they have 
filled the midst of thee ivith violence, and thou hast 
sinned. Th<irefore 1 will cast thee as profane out of 
tim mountain of God ; and 1 iviU destroy thee, O 
covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of 
ftre !" 

James. There is a very striking resembjance be- 
tween the state here described and that of our first 
parenlj^, as represented by Moses: for it appears that 
this king; of Tyrus had " been in Kdcn, the garden 
of God;'* rtiat he was "full of wisdom and perfect 
in beiulyj" and that he was perfect in hh laay^- 
from the da^ he was created, til! iniquity was found 
in him.'" And it appears, too, that his punishment 
was similar to lhat of Adam; for he was "cast as 
profane out of the mountain of God.** Now it be- 
comes an interesting inquiry with me, whelher the 
cause of his fait was not situihr to that of Adam, and 
whether all men are not» like him, created pure and 
innocent i by the great Author of our being: for **havc 
' we uQiallonc Father?"** and **haih not one God crea- 
[ led us?" MaL ii. 10. ' And if God is "the Falher of 
I spirits/' as Die affo^ttle le^iifie^, Ileb. xii. 9, must not 
our souls come pure out of his hands? 

Father, The fir^t of these inquiries, in relation to 
^^^tbe manner in which the king of Tyrus fell from hit) 
^^^Itate of purity, is answered by the prophet Exakiel* 
I '*Thu> »nith the Lord God, Because thy heart is lift- 
ed up, and thou hast uaid^ 1 am a God; 1 ssit in the 
j teat of God> in tho mid'it of tho sea; yet thou art a 
\f tad not God, though thou set thy heart aa th« 
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lieart of. God. Now it appear^that the sin of our 
first parents was somewhat analo^uato this; for they 
were induced to believe tnat they " should be a^ Gods, 
knowing jgood and evil;" and after they had yielded 
to the temptation, V the Lord Gpd said,^ Behold the 
man has become as oqe of us^ to know good and 
evil." Gen. iii, 5, 23. 

James. There is a dijfficuUy with me in understand- 
ing what Moses has said, about the tree of the know- 
ledge of good and evil, which was placed in the midst 
of the garden, and of which our first parents were 
forbidden to eat; for this appears to me like placing 
a temptation before them; and yet the apostle James 
has said, " God cannot be tempted with evil^ neither 
tempteih he any man,^^ 

John. I cannot see that the difficulty would be 
removed, by saying, that the tree here spoken of was 
some evil principle in the mind of Adam*: for all his 
principles before the fall were derived from above. — 
It appears to me, that the temptation was suggested 
by the serpent, who was only an instrument of Satan, 
and endowed by him with a miractilous power of 
speech and reason. We are told that the evil one has 
.the power of " transforming himself into an angel of 
light;" and, therefore, it was in his power to. assume 
the form of a serpent, in order to effect his malicious 
designs. 

James, As far as my own ej^perience is concerned, 
I have no evidence of an evil spirit as existing sepa- 
rately from man; all my temptations have arisen from 
the perverted appetites and desires of my own nature, - 
which are sometimes so disguised by self-love, as to 
appear like ministers of happiness or angels of light. 

Father, I do not think ife.ehall gain any thing by- 
discussing the much debated question about the ex- 
istence of a devil; for, whether there be an evil spi- 
rit separate from man or not, I think it is very clear 
that, unless our first parents had possessed in them* 



53 



selves a desire for the forbidden fruit, no persuasiona 
of a disgaiatd enemy could have induced them to eat 
it, contrary to the divine prohibition* A person with 
fio appetite for food, wcfufd never fall into the vice of 
cluttony, especially if he knew that it would destroy 
his life. Jl IS satdj The woman saw thai the tree was 
good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and 
a tree to be desired to make one wise^'* Consequently 
the had an appetite or desire to partake of ha fruiL 
This tree must have been created good, and Intended 
for some good purpose; for when the work of crea- 
tion was finished, God saw every thing he had 
made, and behold it was very good*" Now let us 
recur to our own experience, and w^e shall find that 
aJI our arriniat appetites, and all our mental desires 
and affections, are not only necessary to our existence, 
liut conduct ve lo our happiness^ when kept under the 
gavernmeni of the Divine Spiril, which gives life 
to the sodl. Il is only when they are perverted from 
their original purpose that they become instruments 
of evil. Adam was created in the image of God ; 
lhat is to s«iy, his pind was like the Divine mind, 
full of purity/ benevolence; and joy; and he enjoyed 
the privite^e of spiritual communion vviih God; which 
is to partake of the tree of Eife> which h in the 
midst of the paradise of God.'' Hev. ii. 7. But^ 
llthuugh ho was made a free agcnt^ he was not intend- 
etl to be so independent of God, a» to know of him- 
pc\( what was i^ood and what was evil^tcithovi wail' 
ing for divine direction. And when he presumed to 
M}( up ftis own will, nnd to be governed by it, in 
*ppoiiliai» to the Divifle will, he assvmed the place 
fif God; and havinj^ thus turned away from ihe Holy 
spirit, hu cea.tetl to partake of ^Hhe tree of life;" 
Mtid, conr^equenlly:, he di^d a ripirilual death. It was 

I thus that he experienced (he fnirilmcnt of the Divine 
prediction. the day thou eatest thereof, thou 
lhatt Kurely die;'* for, " to he carnally minded is 
Hea/A;^* but ''(o be spirilaally minded is life and 
■_ 



peace/' But ia this state of dieDation from Qodf 
Adam was not descried by Ihe mercy of his heavenly 
Parent; for he felt the reproofs of instruction, which 
are the way of life>" That same Divine Word which 
had been his joy and his consolation while in a state 
of innocence, now became his reprover and his chas- 
tener It was to him as ^*a flaming sword, turning 
every way/to keep the way of the tree of Sifej^' and 
to exclude him from the garden of Eden, which he 
was no longer worthy to enjoy. Every one who hara 
attended to his own cxperienccj knows what it is to 
be condemned for deviating from a known duty; how 
completely it shuts him out from a state of enjoyment, 
and prevents hinri from partaking of that peace of 
mind which is the reward of obedience, " For ihe 
word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper than 
any two edged sword, piercing; even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and mar- 
row, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart. Neither is there any creature that is not 
manifest in his sight; but all things are naked and 
open unto the eyes of him wilh whom we have to do-'^ 
Heb. iv. 32. IIovv merciful, how beneficent, is the 
Divine Author of our being, that he will not suffer tis 
to rest in peace, while in a sljte of disobedience to his 
holy lawl For in this state of alienation from him we 
never could be happy. The happiness of man, both 
here and hereafter, is not made to depend upon any 
extraneous circumstances, such as the possession of an 
outward garden; hut it depends upon the state of his 
mind, and the government of his affections. God is 
perfectly happy and beneRcent hiniseJfj and he wills 
that all bis creatures should be happy; but it is itn- 
posstblc for any to participate in his happiness, withr 
out becoming.in some degree partakers of his na- 
ture," and by the operations of Ihe Holy Spirit, be- 
ing renewed into the image of God, in which we 
were created. 
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John. This view of the subject is very diflerent 
from the one I have always entertained^ and it appears 
to Die to Ije inconsistent with many parages in the 
"criptures of truth, as well as some facta in the pre- 
sent condition of man> which I shall endeavour to 
'State. In the first place* man being created in the 
image of God^ he must liave been immortal; not sub- 
ject to disease nor death, uniij he tasted the fruit of 
"that forhtdden tree J whose mortal taste brought death 
into the world, with all oar woe." But having bro- 
ken the Divine command, he incurred the penalty of 
death, which sentence was passed upon him when he 
was expelled from the garden; but the execution 
ihe Sentence was deferred for a long period^ and he 
was Joumed lo eat bis bread in the sweat of his face, 
till he returned unto the ground from whence he was 
taken. 

Secondly. When Adam katt eaten of this forbidden 
■fruity he lost.lhe Divine image of holiness, wisdom, 
Ijjkjd iAmortnliiy; and while in this state, his children 
WcreUBfn unto him in lus own itimgetjCfalfen nature; 
eonsermcntly, they must have been born in a stite of 
Bin, nud sLihject To mortaHly. . 

Thirdly* l*here are many passages in the Scriptures 
to confirm these view^ of ihe inli^rcnt depravity of 
mnn, tlirough the sin of Adam. Kifvg David says, '*I 
was shu])eti in iniquity^ and in sin did my mother 
conceive me.'*' And <Tgain» he says of the children of 
mt'ii, ^'Thoy are all gone aside; they are altogether 
become ftUhy; there is none that doclh good, no not 
one*'* The apostle says, *' We were by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others." It is also said in 
ri^Ution to the world before the floods that God saw 
that the wickedness of man was great m the earth, and 
thatevcry imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 
Ofily evil continually." That this state of depravity 
was owing to the ain of Adam, may be inferred from 
tlie writings of the apostle Paul; for he says, ** As by 
man «in entered into itie world, and death by ftin^ 
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and so death pttsed upon all men, for that all hare 
sinned.'^ Again, he saya, As by one man's diso- 
bedience mpny were made sinners, so by the obedi- 
ence of one shall many be made righteous:" for, "as 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive/' That God does impute the sins of the parents to 
the children, may be piy)ved from his dealings with 
the children of Israel; for he said he would visit 
the sins of the fathers upon the children, to the third 
and fourth generation/^ 

Lastly. I think these views are confirmed, by ob- 
serving the actual condition of mankind in the world 
around us. See how much misery there is, resulting 
from depravity and sin; what raging passions desolate 
the moral world; what horrid crimes pollute the cha- 
racters of men ! Surely the destroyer has been here, 
and has left only a'wreck behind, of all that once was 
to fair and beautiful. I^or is the corruption that reigns 
around us confined to the adult and the aged; even 
children seem to partake of it, and the first develop- 
ments of character afe marked with anger and Impa- 
tienoe. 

FA$her. I shall endeavor to answer these objec- 
tions in the order in which they have been stated. 
And first : I agree that man, being in the Divine 
image, must have been immortal; but what part of 
him was made in the image of God? Surely it was 
not his earthly body; for "God is a Spirit," and "no 
man hath seen his shape at any time." I consider the 
body as the tabernacle or house in which the immor- 
tal soul dwells, during its state of probatk>n, and I be- 
lieve it was so considered by the inspired penmen; 
for Paul speaks of "our earthly house of this taber- 
nacle being dissolved." 2 Cor. v. 1. To say that the 
sentence of death was passed upon Adam when he was 
driven from Paradise, but the execution of the sefji- 
tence was postponed for -about nine hundred years, 
seems to me to be a very imperfect fulfilment of the 
Divine prediction, In .the day thou eatest thereof 



tboti sh alt surely die." Let us suppose that Adam^ 
and all his postertty, had continued in the body until 
the present period, and tliat Ihey had gone on to 
*'muUiply and replemsh the earth," without any be- 
ing removed by death; where would ihe countless 
myriads have found room for existence? I have no 
idea that the human body was ever intended to be 
immortal; forit was made of earthly materials, which 
are subject to decay; and we know that our bodies 
are continually changing by absorption and secretion, 
so that the particles which composed them at one pe- 
riod of life, are eutirely removed at another, ^ do not 
think liie mortality of our bodies is any proof of our 
being born iu a stale of sin: for even the holy body 
of ih% Messiah was liable to deaths or else he could 
_^^iiot have been slain. He called his body his temple, 
saying, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up, " When I say that " the wages of sin js 
I death" to the soul, 1 do not mean lljat the soul of the 
sinner ceases to exist, but that it ceases to be actuated 
^H^by the Spirit of God, who is the life of the righteous 
9Qul: for it is in the Scriptures, that "they who 
fire living in pleasures, (|re dead while they live." 
They have lost the influences of Divine lifcj and ara 
like withered branches, ready to be cut oflf. 

The second objection, is foimd&d on the children 
being horn in the image of their parents. Now it 
is not said in Genesis, that Adam's children were 
all born in hia image; for Seth ta the only one men- 
tioned as being born in his father's likeness. It is 
not an unusual thing, in the present day, for a child 
to bear the image of his father stamped on his per- 
son; but who among us would be so unjust as to im- 
pute to children the guilt of their parents, from a cir- 
cumstance like this? It is said in the apocryphal hook 
of the wisdom of Solomon, that hy Divine Wisdom 
** the fir*( formed father of the world was brought out 
©f his fall;*' and If any of liis L'lu!dr*jti wure born af- 
ter he was tJius restored to the Uivina imag*:* cnu wo 



suppose that these would be purer than the rest? I do 
not think they would, foe we find no such eHects in 
the present day, 

I believe that every soul is the immediate gift and 
creation of God, agreeably to Scripture testimony, 
" The dust shall relum to the earth as it was, and the 
spirit shall return unto Ood who gave zt^^' Ecc. xii. 
7. If, therefore, the 3oul or spirit of man be the gift 
of Gadj it must come pure out of his hands. 

The third objection rests upon passages of Scrip- 
ture, all of which admit of a different interpretation, 
and ona,that is far more consistent with tlie character 
of a wise and benevolent Creator, A number of these 
^ passages speak in general terms of (he whole human 
race, as being in a corrupt or falleir state, which I 
readily grant was true; but the Scriptures themseivea 
mention a number of exceptions. For instance, it is 
said of man before tfie flood, that "every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continual- 
ly;" and that **God looked upon the earth, and be- 
hold it was corrupt; Jbr all Jlesh had corrupted his 
way upon the earfh.*^ Yet it is «aid in the same 
chapter, that Noah, who was then living, was "a just 
man, and perjectin his generation," and that "Noah 
walked with GodJ' 

It is very common, even now, to speak of cities 
and nations, in general terms, and to give to a whole 
people the character which we think generally pre- 
vails among them; but no one supposes^ that in guch 
caseSj there are not many exceptions. For my own 
part, I believe that therc alwaya have been good peo- 
ple in every age of the world, and that many who 
have passed through life unnoticed in the vale of ob- 
acurity, are now enjoying their reward in heaven* — - 
There are a great many excellent characters mention- 
ed in the Bible, and some who are represented as 
perfect* "Enoch walked with God three hundred 
years, and he was not, for God took him," *' Noah 
was a just man, and perfect in his generation." Job 
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WW perfect and upright," and one that "feared God 
and eschewed eril/^ It is said of Abraham, that he 
*' obeyed the voice of God, and kept hia command- 
ments, and his statutes, and his laws/* Gen. xxvi. 5, 
And he obtained the djj^nified title of ''the friend of 
God*'' JannfB ii. 23, The character of Joseph appears 
to hare been without blemish, and it is said, **The 
Lord was with him.^' The prophet Samuel was called 
in chifdhood to the service of Goci^ and served hitn 
fill hts days. 

It appears that there were ^jood mco in the daya of 
king David, Hft he says, Mark perjeci mari^ 
and behold the uprighlt for the end of that man is 
peace.'' There is reason to believe lhat Elijah was 
a perfect man, for he was translated; am) Daniel, and 
some others of the prophets, appear to have lived in 
great favour with God< If such a slate of perfection 
was attained by some before the Christian dispensa- 
tion> may we not conclude that there have been a 
still greater number of such characters since? 

There is not a aingle passage in the Scripture*, 
which says that the guilt of Adam is imputt^d to his 
ofTspring; — ihcy do t»ol even prove that there is any 
inhe.rc7ii depravity irj man. The expressions of Da- 
vid, where he says, '* I was shapen in iniquity, and 
in ftin di<i my mother conceive me/* (Ps. li. 5*) were 
uttered at a time when he was nnder deep conviction 
for actual transgression; but if they iDuat be taRen 
literallyi they only prove that his mother was a 
sinner. 

What is sin ? Is it not the irafiKf^rt^ssion of the 
law arKl " where there ts no law, there is no lran»* 
gresBion.*' Jesus said of the Jewn, *Mf I had not 
come Dod spnki'n unto thcni, they had not had sin; 
but now tliey have no cloiik for tlieir nin/^ John xv. 

The spirit of Chrifc^t still makes known lo every 
man hi* duty; an^, until wc disobey him, tvc have no 
tin. It is triio tfnt it said, Uy iho discnbetlience 
of one man miny havo beea made sianera;" but thia 
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expression may be applied to others besides Adam. 
It is said of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, that he 

made Israel to sin;'' and that "the children of Israel 
walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they 
departed not from them." Wherefore it is said» that 
Josiab ''made all that were present in Israel to serve 
the Lord their God; and all his days they departed 
not from following the Lord, the God of their fa- 
thers.*' Now, when we consider the relation in 
which Adam stood to the human family, it is not' sur- 
prising that many of them should follow his early ex- 
ample; and that these, again, should influence others 
to swerve from the path of rectitude. Such a result 
is perfectly consistent with what we know of the 
character of man. 

The apostle Paul, after speaking of **Mc children 
of disobedience" £ph.* ii. 3, says, " Among whom 
we also had our conversation in times past, in the 
Imis 0}XT ^^shy fulfilling the desires of the flesh 
and of the mind, and were by nature the children 
ef wrath, even as others." But in another place, 
the same apostle says, "The gentiles, which have not 
the law, do by nature the things contained in the 
law; these having not the law^ are a law unto them* 
selves, which show forth the works of the law writ- 
ten in their hearts.'' Rom. ii. 24. 

Now, if the iirst of these texts proves that some 
men have been sinners "fiy nature" the second one 
proves that others have been righteous " by nature,^* 
I understand the apostle's doctrine to be, that when 
we fulfil the desires of the flesh and of the mind," 
we. come into the nature of the children- of wrath, 
who are the children of disobedience: but when we 
show forth the works of the Divine law written in our 
hearts, we become "partakers of the Divine nature." — 
**As by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned." Here the reason is assigned 
why spiritual death hath passed upon all men^ it is 
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deeitUse all have sinned^ and not becauae of any im* 
puted guilt And the same apostle has ^td^ that "ta 
in Adam ^11 die, even so in Chrtst sbati be made 
alive.^* He does nut say that vre all died in Adam; 
but he dpe^ks in the present tense^ and says, ^' Jn 
Adam all dm." Noiv let us cansider what nalnre it 
le tliatue have derived from Adam. I* it notour 
animal nature? *It cannot be our spiritual nature; f^r 
God only is'Mhe Father of spirits." Heb. sii. 9. If, 
ihen* we are governed by thb animal or earthly na- 
ture, which we derive from Adam, we die; for to 
be carnally minded is deatU;" but if we become obe- 
ient to the law of the spirit of life in Christ J6- 
fl," we shall live; for lo *' be spiritually minded is 
ife and peace." The name Adam, signifies earthy; 
tid the apostle says, "The first man is of the earth, 
rtliy." The first developments which take place 
the infancy of man^ are his animal appetites; for, 
* that is not fir^ which is ^piritualf but that whtch 
in natur:iU and afterwards that which is spiritual.^' 
^hese appetites Are iftces^lfy to our animal exislenoe^ 
nJ ihcy are not evil jn thoiusolvca, but ihey become 
il to u;^ when we Bufl'er them to have dominion 
er us; for ihev arc Htjt^J servants, but bad masterj. 
It ' ' ' i, from the convictions of 

iir (I ^ [pom ihp Scriptures J that 

Ged dues noL impute to us any sins but those which 
we have oursclvca committed; for who his ever felt 
any compunction for the sins of his ^ce^itor.*!? If, 
therefore, *^our heart condemn us not, (hen have we 
contidenec lowur^ls God.*' I John iii. 21. It in true, 
at God sard (o the children of Israel, ^* f the Lord 
y God am t JcqIous God, vtsitinj; the iniquilioi of 
le fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
neration;'* but ob?(rrve, he adi^n, *^o/ Hicm that 
ale rrie." Ex. xx. 5. Il is evident* however, that 
^fi. f'-. I tho natural effectfl of our fatbcm* conduct, 
I^O0d or whether it be evil. He whose 
litu icjfuiaUMi' by tke prinetpTc» of pure religion. 
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endeavours to bring up his children in the way they 
should gO| and when he is gone^ they will feel the 
good effects of his virtuous example and unsullied re- 
putation. But, on the contrary, the wicked man of- 
ten subjects his children to misery and disgrace, even 
to the third and fourih generation. How awful, then, 
is the responsibility of parents ! How should these 
considerations incite us to diligence and watchfulness, 
lest it be said to us in the day of solemn reckoning, 
Where are the lambs I committed to thy charge?** 
So fr.r is the doctrine of original sin from being 
taught in the Bible, thab there are -several passages 
directly against it One of the most striking of these 
is in the book of the prophet Ezekiel, who was sent 
to the children of Israel, expressly to reprove them 
for having taught this doctrine. He says, <^ What 
mean ye that ye use this proverb concerning the land 
of Israel, saying, the fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
and the childfeji's teeth are set on edge? As I live, 
saith the Lord, ye shall not have occasion any more 
to use tliis proverb in Israel. Behold all souls ar^ - 
mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of 
the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it ^hall die,'* 
xviii. 2-4. " Yet, say ye, why? doth not the son bear 
the iniquity of the father? When the son hath don% 
that which is lawful and right, and hath kept all my 
statutes and done them, he shall surely live. The 
soul thai sinneih, it shall die. The son shall not 
bear ihc iniquity of the father, neither shall the fa- 
ther bear the iniquity of the son: the rigbtepusness 
of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wicked- 
ness of the wicked shall be upon him. But if the 
wicked will turn from all his sin? that he hath com- 
mitted, and keep all my statutes, and do that which 
is lawful -and right, he shad surely live, he shall not 
die. All his transgressions that he hath committed, 
they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his righ- 
teousness that he hath done he shall live. Have I 
any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith 



the Lord God: ^nd not that he should return from his 
ways and Jive." ven 19—25, " Yet ye say, the way of 
the Lord i£ not equal. Hear now, house of Israel! 
Is not my way equal? Are not your ways unequal ?" 
V. 25. 

This language appears to me as strong as it could 
be against the doctrine of ori|;jnal sin. The language 
of Jeaus Christ i$ also conchi8ive on this poinl. He 
says, ** Suffer little children, and forbid ihern not, to 
come unto me; for of auch is the kingdom of heaven/* 

Verily, 1 sjry unto you, except ye be convertcdj 
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.^' Mat. xviii. 'S^ and xix. 14, 
Now it is evident from this^ that little children must 
be born in a state of purity; for no unclean thing can 

ipnter into the kingdom of God. 
- I shall now proceed 1o consider the fourth and last 
ji^jection, which relates to the present condition of 
man, as displayed in the world aronnd us. And I must 
tcknowledgc, iliat n large proportion of mankind ap- 
f^ear to be so fjr alienated from the Divine harmony^ 
that we mny consider them in a f:illcn »t5te; but this 
fticl hein£* admitted, it does not follow, as a necessary 
conscqocncc, lhat they W(!re 6or/i in a state of impn- 
'ty nnd sin; it only shows ihst all arc horn with ap' 
pttites and propensities, which^ \t improper It/ indtii* 
fedf will Icmd to sin; and Adam hlma<;if m\M have 
been created with similar appetites, or else ht- never 
would have fcdlen. Let us examine some of these 
Bppeiitcj) :ind detircs, and I think we sliall find them 
wisely adapted to the condition of man. 

The iirst nppelite that we dlMcover.jn infancy, is 
hunger, which prompts the child to partake of fuod, 
before it can rc;i.son upon its use; and if its food is 
vrilhhchl, it h prompted to cry for it, so as to excite 
ttic compassion of its parents. B*Jt it is not in child- 
Hood only lhat this nppelitc is subservient to our wel- 
iore. ilow m.iny there ftre who would neglect the 
proper nourishment of their bodief, if they were not 



impelled to it by the cravings of hunger, and by the 
hope oT thai pleasurable st^nsalion which ia derived 
from partaking of food? Yet the desire for'food, tliua 
produced in maiij will, \{ improperly indulged^ lead 
to the vice of gluttony. Nearly the same observa- 
tions will apply to the appetite of thirst, and the plea^ 
sure that attends its grattfi cation: yet the inordinate 
indulgence of this appetite leads to the dreadful vice 
of ititemperance, which has wrought such misery and 
desolatiotn in the human family* The desire for rest 
is also recessary for recruiting our bodily strength, 
and its gratification is attended with a sensible plea- 
sure; but its improper indulgence leads to indolence, 
diseasej and depravity. The desire for action is one 
of our natural propcnsitiesj that is very conspicuous in 
childhood, and its exercise Is conducive to the health 
of both body and mind. It is this that often impels 
to useful labour^ and renders even labour a pleasure. 
But how many evils arise from the desire of employ- 
ment, when it takes a wrong direction? Thus the vice 
of gambling bone among the many expedients that 
have been invented **to ktll time," and to fill up 
those vacant hours, which ouo^ht to he devoted to no- 
bler purposes. The desire for knowledge is one of 
the noblest faculties of the mindj and ihc exerciiie of 
it is accompanied by an exalted pleasure: yet this de- 
sire, when directed to frivolous or useless'objecls, de- 
generates into a vain curiosity^ which is productive of 
evil. 

Thus we might proceed to examine all the desires 
and aflections of our animal and spiriLual natures, and 
we should find them all to be the good gifts of a gra- 
cious God, and "trees of his right-hand planting:" 
but, like the elements of the natural world, they are 
all liable to abuse. Thu5 conjugal and parental love 
are good in themselves, but they may degenerate into 
idolatry* Emulation may lead to envy ; and the desire 
for power may end in avarice or ambitiQn» 

It has pleased the benevoSent Author of our being, 
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to attach a peculiar plcaaure to ihe grgitification of 
these desires, when they are kept within ihcir pro- 
'mtr bomids: but no sooner do we indulge them be- 
►yond this point, than they become the inslrunienLs of 
our chastiaemcnt. Even that natural feeling of dis- 
pleaaure or aversion, which is occasioned by a posi- 
tive injury inflicted upon ourselves or upon olher*, 
if it be permitted to arise to anger, will give us pain< 
Yet I beJievtj it is a good principle, when directed 
only against \he tvickedness of nien^ without heiug 
accompanied by any ill-will towards them; for the 
Divine Being himself condemns "all unrighteous- 
ness," at the same lime that he is **liind even to the 
unthankful and to the evil." 

How beautiful — how perfectly adapted to our wants, 
is the original constitution of man t especially when 
we take into view that Divine principle of light which 
shines in tfie soul, and enables us to perceive what is 
our duly towards God and our fellow-men; which is 
comprtbcnded in "doing justly, lovinj^ mercy, and 
walking humbly with God Mich. vi. S. The vir- 
tiiouit afTcctrons have been likened to the gales which 
waft the vessel on her way, and this Divine monitor 
is the pilots who sits at the helm and guides h<^r to the 
tlcstinctl port. How much it is to be lamented that 
the free teachings of thi** Divine principle are neglect- 
ed, while so many are looking outward, to men and 
to books, for inHlruclton, instead of looking within 
themselves for the fciuj^dom of heaven, which consists 
in ** rrghleousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spi- 
rit I" 

John> I remember, that in our last conversation^ 
thou told us, that man has nothing ^od in himself^' 
Docs not thai Kentiment conflict with some of the 
:Vicws thou bast just expressed? 

Father. I said he had noihin); good in himself, in- 
mdent of the DivLne Being, which does not 
^icl with my present views; for "there Is but 
7 
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one that is good, that is Gdd." However noble may 
be the faculties he hiis given lo man, they cease to be 
goodj as sooti as they cease be governed by him. 
God is the sun and centre of his eptritual creation; 
and as soon a3 we depart from unt!er the restraining 
jnflueiice of his love, we fall into a state of disorder 
and confusion* But he desires that we should serve 
him from choice, and not from compulsion; and there- 
fore, while he has hound the material universe in 
chains, he has " left free the human vvilh'* 

All Ihe dealings of God towards his creatures are 
founded in eternal love: even the sufferings which 
result from the abuse of Jus gifts, seem intended to 
bring back the delinquents to the path of rectitude, 
which is the only state Avhere happiness {-an be attain- 
ed. His commands and his prohibitions are all for 
our good, and are wisely degi^ned for Ihe promotion 
of our present and eternal welfare, it is a law which 
he has stamped upon our nature, that virtue will al- 
ways produce happiness, and vice will ahvays bring 
misery: they da so now, and Ihej' must continue to 
do so forever. How important then it 13^ that we 
should cultivate those benevolent affections, which 
are calculated to bring us into the image of God; for, 
aa we become " partakers of his nature/^ we shall par- 
ticipate in bis happiness; and when we leave this 
scene of probation^ we shall be fitted to enter into 
those spiritual joys which are prepared for the righ- 
teous. 

How ardently do I desire that all my fellow crea- 
tures may become sensible of the true dignity ofman; 
which does not depend on the abundance of riches, 
nor on the attainments of learning, nor on the posses- 
sion of intellectual power; but it consists in being 
made "partakers of Ihe Divine nature/* enjoying 
communion with the Holy Spirit, and becoming 
" heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ'' 
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CONVERSATION IV. 



ON TH£ DIVIWB BEING. 

James. Since our last Interview, brother John and 
I have been cor^ver*i[>g on the atLrihulea of the Di- 
vJiie lieing, and hi* manifestations to the chifdren of 
men, in di^crcnt ages of the world. He appears, to 
think there is something so mysterious In the subject^ 
(hat we ought to believe without understanding itr 
but 1 am opposed to every thing like implieit belief; 
and as difTerent doctrines are taught among men, L 
cannot believe aify of them, uiitil ihe subject shall he- 
come clear to my own understanding, 

John, Here is the difference between brother Jamea 
and myself; he is determined to measure every 
thing by his own finite understanding, even the three- 
fold existence of the intinite God; hut I do not feel 
at liberty to doubt any thing that appears to be clear- 
ly recorded in the Holy Scriptures, although it may 
be beyond my limited comprehension: for 1 find, that 
even in the works of creation, there are many things 
th»t 1 do not understand, yet it is impossible to doubt 
them. For instance, I know there is an intimate con- 
nexion between the soul and the bady» and yet I can- 
not understand how they are united, nor how a m*- 
terial body can be acted on by an immaterial soul. 
We cannot understand how the simplest operations ill 
•lure take place. For estamplc, the growth of grois 
is a fact that wc all acknowledge, but we do not un- 
derstand how it takes place. I thereforo conclude^ 
tliat U would be a piece of great folly in me to attempt 
to understand the mystery of three persons in the 
Godhead; for if the Scriptures assure us of the ftct, 
1 ask no further i*vidt!ticab 

fathtr- 1 am willing to explain to you my view* 
upon th€ subject^ and 1 wish you to slato all the ob- 



jections that may occur to you; for it is my desire 
that we may all be seekers of Irulh, and not the cham- 
pions of a party. Before I proceed lo state my views 
upon ihe nnain question, 1 must make a few remarks 
upon the subject of belief. 

It appears to me, Ltiat belief (Joes not depend en- 
tirely upon our own will; for we often, hear things 
asserted, that we could not believe if we were to try. 
If a man who was really very sick, were told by his 
physician thtit he was not sick, and that he might get 
up and walk, it is very certain that the sick man 
would not believe him, although he might wish it 
were in his power, to believe. 

Belief depends upon the weight of evidence pre- 
sented before the mind, and upon our having a clear 
perception of that evidence. If Ihe mind be clouded 
by the prejudices of education, or biassed by interest, 
it will not always perceive the evidence on both sides, 
that may be presented to it; vvhich is a fact that may 
be illustrated by our outward vision; for when a great 
number of objects are presented before us at the same 
time, the eye will naturally rest upon those objects 
which ore mosl affreeaBie to us, and will sometimes 
overlook other objects, so as not lo perceive them at 
all. We therefore make up our opinions according to 
the evidence that iDe per'ceive; and if we perceive only 
a part of the evidence, we may bo irreshtatly led to 
form an erroneous opinion. But if, at any time after- 
wards, we come to perceive the remaining evidences 
we shall then be obliged to change thi^ opinion. 
Therefore, I do not condemn any man for entertain- 
ing opinions different from my own; for I conclude 
that one or the other of us has not seen the subject in 
all its bearings; and I feel assured, that if we are both 
faithful io put in practice all that we do know to be 
f^oody the Divine Being will not leave us without suf- 
ficient light to guide our steps in the way that leads 
to eternal peace. There are many facts which we 
cannot explain, and yet we are obliged to believe 



them^ because the evidence of their existeace i» so 
pbin as to leave no room for doubt. 111 this ca^e, it U 
the fact that is the objecL of our heliefn, and not the 
manner or process by which the fact has beea pro- 
duced; for if lhi3 process be hidden from us, it mn- 
nol be an object of belie/. For inslance^ in the cases 
inentioned by John; Ujc unioit of the soul and body, 
and the action of the soul upon the body, are facU 
which I cannot doubt; but the manner in which ihey 
are united, and the principle by which ihe soul acts 
upon the body, arc hifklen from mc^, and consequent- 
ly, Ihi-'i manner and this princtptcj are not the ob- 
ject* of my belief. That the grasis grows is a fact for 
which I have the evidence of my senses; but so far 
as I cannot perceive the process by which it grows, 
this process is not an object of my belief. The human 
mind is so constituted, that we cannot believe with- 
out suITicicnl evidence; nor can we believe any pro- 
positiuti ibtit contains in itself a contradiction or an 
Absurdity: for no evidence can prove a tbiag that 
contradicts Itsetf. For instance, if a person were to 
*ay> that a part of any giren thing is as large as the 
whole of it: here is a contradiction that no authority 
whatever could make me believe. Compulsion may 
make hypocrites, but it never can make believers* It 
is related of Socrates, that vvhcn he was asked his 
opinion of some wrilinj^s Ibat were very obscure, he 
replied that bfi approved of tbosc ]>arts which be un* 
derstood, and he Ihererore concluded, thai the parts 
which he did not undcrslatid were equally good. This 
is the conclusion I have formrd with regard to the 
Scriptures; and, therefore, I am far from rejecting 
any passage whicli I do not uudcrsl.iiid: for 1 apprc- 
hrnii there may he truths contained in such passages, 
whicli, in a more advanced stage of cxpcrlvnoe, will 
become clear to my mind« • 

James, This explanaflon is satisfactory to m«; but 
I believe it ii very common for men to withdraw 
their alteolion from that kind of evidence which docs 
7* 
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not accord with their prejudices and puuions; and 
this is a species of wilful neglect, for which we shall 
certainly be held accountable. The term mystery, 
which is so oflen used by religloua teachera^ in order 
to extricate themselves from the absurdities of their 
own doctrines, has been perverted from its original 
meaning. A myster^^ among the ancients, was not 
a doctrine supposed to be incomprehensible in ilselfi 
hut it was something that was hlddeoy or withheld 
from the public, and only revealed to a favoured few; 
andj therefore, when it was revealed to any one, it 
was no longer a mystery to him. 

Father, There are two kinds of mysteries men- 
tioned in the Scriptures. The first is that kind to 
which Christ alludes^ when he says to his disciples^ *' It 
is given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom 
ofheaven^but to them it is not given/' Mat. siii- 11. 
These mysteries are not revealed through the wisdom 
or learning of man; for he says, thank thee, 
Father^ Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast re- 
vealed them unto babes: even so. Father, for so it 
seemed good in thy sight." Luke x. 31. Even the 
mysteryf-^ says the apostle, ** which hath been hid 
from ages and from generations, but now is made 
manifest to his saints; to whom God would make 
known what is the riches of the glory of this mys- 
feri/ among (he gentihs; which is;, Christ in you, the 
hope of glory." Col i. 26j 27. 

From these passages it appears, that the mysteries 
of the kingdom of God are only revealed to the chil- 
dren of the kingdom, who are the meek, the humble, 
the teachable as babes, and they are bidden from the 
wise and prudent of this world^ that is, from those 
who attempt to understand them by the wisdom and 
learning of man, without coming to the expenmental 
knowledge of the truth. There is, however, another 
kind of mystery, called the mystery o/ iniguiiy,** 
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which the apostle Paul »aid bad begun to work, even 
bis day, and should be more fully revealed in "the 
rOian of sin and 8on of perdition/' who "'opposes and 
xalts himself above all that h called God^ or that U 
worshipeti; so that he as God siUeth in the temple of 
God, showing himself that he is God," 2 Thea. il. 3-7. 
This is the aarae kind of mystery which the apostle 
John aihide* to in the Revelations; for he describes 
the apostate church as " a woman sitting upon a ficar- 
vlet coloured beast, foil of names of blasphemy; and 
upoti her forehead wa8 a name written, " Mystery ^ 
Jiahylon the greal^^ It appears that the spostle 
Paul forewarned the churcli of Colosse against the 
particular snare lhal would cauac this ** falling away 
for he says, As ye have therefore received Jesus 
Christ the Lorcl^ so walk ye in him, rooted and built 
Up in him, and stablished in the faith, a» ye have 
been langht, abounding therein with IhanksgiyingH. 
Beware lest any man eijoil you through philosophic^ 
and vain deceit^ after the traditions of ment after 
Me rudtmcnis of the world^ and not after Christ; for 
in him dvvelleth ail Ihc fulness of the Godhead bodi- 
ly." CoL ii. 6-9. 

Let us now turn our attention to the history of the 
Christian church, and trace the progress of this *' mys- 
tery of iiiiquilyj" until it became inscribed on the 
very front of her doctrines. In order to show this, 
I will fluole a ftivv sentences from Moslieim's Eccle- 
f ia^tlcaf HiMory^which is generally esi^mcd the best, 
in his account of (he first cfniury^h^ aays: — "The 
nirlhod of teaching the sacred doctrines of religion, 
was at /Af> tim^ most sinople, far removed from all 
the subtle rules of philosophy, and all the precepts of 
human art. Thin appears abundantly, not only in 
the wrritiuRs of the apostles, but also in all those of 
the second century, which hove survived the ruins of 
time. Neither did thti apottlcA^ or their disciples^ ever 
think of collecting into a regular ayatem the princi- 
pal doctrine! of tlie Christian religion^ or of demon- 
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Btrating them in a scientific and geometrical order. 
•The beautiful and candid simplicity of those early 
Ikges, rendered such philosopbij^al niceties unnecessa- 
. 'xy; and the great study of those who embraced the 
--^gospel, was, rather to express its divine influence in 
their dispositions and actions, than to examine iu 
doctrines with an excessive curiosityi oi^to explain 
them by the rules of human wisdom. Thm is. indeed 
extant, a brief summary of the principal doctrines 6f 
Christianity in that form, which bears the nanio of 
the apostles' creed, and which, from the Jburfk ikn- 
tury downwards, was almost generally considered a 
production of the apostles. All, however, who have 
the least knowledge of antiquity look upon this (pi- 
nion as entirely false, and destitute of all founda- 
tion.*'* In treating of the second century, he says, 
" This venerable simplicity was not indeed of a long 
duration; its beauty was gradually effaced by the la- 
borious efforts of human learning, and the dark 
subtleties of imaginary science. Acute researches were 
employed upon several religious subjects, concerning 
which ingenious decisions were pronounced: and, 
what was worst of all, several tenets of a chimerical 
philosophy were imprudently incorporated into the 
Christian system."t 

In reviewing the doctrines of the third century, he 
says: "But the Christian doctors, who had applied 
themselves to the study of letters and philosophy, 
soon abandoned the frequented paths,'^and struck out 
into the devious wilds of fancy. The Egyptians dis- 
tinguished themselves in this new method of explain- 
ing the truth. ''J But when he comes to the fourth 
century, he says, " The fundamental principles of the 
Christian doctrine, were preserved hitherto uncor- 
rupted and entire, in most churches, though it must 
be confessed, that they were often explained and de- 
fended in a manner that discovered the greatest ig- 
norance and utter confusion of ideas. The disputes 

•£oe.Hu.L(Ridaa£d.l8S6.p.84. fp.135. tp^SOO.. 
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earned on in the Council of Nice, concerning the 
three persons in the Godheady afford a remarkable 
exEtmple of this, particularly in the language and ex- 
planations of those luho approved of the decisions of 
ihat couneiL So little l^ght, precision, and order^ 
reigned in Ihetr diacoursesj thai they appear to sub- 
atilute three Gods instead of one."* Again, he says: 
**The faction of the Donatfsts was not the only one 
thai troubled tlie church during this century. Soon 
'fter its commencement^ even in the year 3 1 7, a new 
fonlenlion arose in Egypi^ upon a subject of much 
higher importance, and with consequences of a yet 
fnore pernicious nature. The subject of this. fatal 
controversyj which kindled such deplorable divisions 
throughout the Christian world, was ihc doctrine of 
three persons in the Godhead; a doctrine whichj ia 
the three preceding centuries, had happily escaped 
the vain curtositi/ of human researches, and been 
left undefined and undetcrmioed by any particular 
set of ideas,"t The emperor Constantine assembled, 
in the year 325, the famous council at Nice, in By- 
tbinia, wherein the deputies of the church universal 
were summoned to put an end to tliis controversy. 
In ihi* council, after man}' keen debates and violent 
efforts of the two parties, the doctrine of Arim waa 
condemned; Christ declared consubstantial, or of the 
same es?*ence with the Father; the vanf^utshed pres- 
byter banished among the Jfii/rians, and his follow- 
ers compelied to give their assent to the creed or 
confession of faith which w»s composed by this coun- 
cil.'^t 

Thus was establijihcd by law, for the first time^the 
doctrine of the triixify; which, it does not appenr, 
w«i ever heard of till nearly 300 years after the pro- 
mulgation of Chrislianity, This doctrine seems to 
have originated in the speculations of visionary phi* 
lo90|>hor», — it was eslabliKhcd by a council of con- 
tentious bishops, — and enforced by the aword of a 

•ECoc. fib. Lon, Ed. im, 966. Ip. 309. t^u^o 
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Roman emperor. Prdlfctis io this time, difierent 
opinions had been entertained on this subject, '^vvith- 
out giving the least ofifenceij^ but now the wo- 
man" was seated on the beast of temporal ppwer; the 
name of mystery" was written on her forehead; 
and she went on jmm this period, multiplying her 
absurd doctrines and ridiculous ceremonies, and per- 
secuting, all who would not conform to them; until 
at length she became " drunken with the blood of the 
saints, and with the blood of the martyrs. of Jesus.^^' % 
James, This piece of history is very instructive]; 
it shows us how very dangerous it is to give up 
own understamiings, and to receive without examina- 
tion whatever doctrili^l m&y be taught by the minis- 
ters of religion. Every practical Christian, who 
reads his Bible and examines the book of his own ex- 
perience, is ^ust 4lc£tpab1e of judging for himself as 
the most learned priest or professor of theology. . It 
appears that the scholastic divines of the fourth cen- 
tury, not only forced a creed upon the people, but 
many of the bishops had the address tolpbtain large 
revenuest for teaching these mysteries, which they 
did not themselves understand. If people can only 
be persuaded to shut their eyes, they may be led any 
where; for then they can no longer distingoish be- 
tween darkness and light . * 

John* It appears to me, that the doctrine of the 
trinity is,. taught in the Scriptures, aljji^gh the /lawe 
i$ not fovnd there. I cannot see how any person who 
believes in the divinity of Christ can doubt this doc- 
trine; for if we believe that the Father, Son, and » 
Holy Ghost, are eaph of themf Divine, it appears to 
me that the doctrine is established,— unless we say 
that these are only three different names for one and 
the same Being. 

Father, I believe in the divinity of Christ, but 
I cannot receive the doctrine of three persons in one 

»£oc. Hu. lion. Ed. 1836, p. 303. tMoshenn, 195. 



God. The views of WilLian Penn on Ihis subjecft 
■re so consistent with my own^ and so well express- 
ed, lhat I will quote thtein lo you. He says, "I sin- 
cerely own, and unfeignedty believe in ONE^ holy, 
just, merciful, almighty, and eternal God, who is the 
father of all things; that appeared to the holy patriarchs 
and propheU of old, at sundry times and in divers 
manners; and in one Lord Jefius Christ, the everlast* 
ing wisdom, divine power^ true light, only Saviour 
^nd preserver of all, Me same ONE, Ao/y, just, tnercU 
ful, tlmighty, and eternal Ood, who in the fulness 
^ time took and was manifested in the flesh; at vvhich 
time he prtaehed (and hta disciples after him) the 
everlasting gospel of repentaa,ce, and promise of re- 
mission of sins and eternal life to all that heard and 
obeyed ; who said, He that is vvith you, (in the 
fleshy) shall he in you, (by the spinet,) aqd though he 
left them, (as to tlie Hesti,) yet DOt comfortless, for he 
would come to them again, (InThe spirit;) for a little 
time they should not see him, (as to the flesh,) again 
a little whil^and they should see him (in the spirit;) 
for the Lord (Jesus Christ) is that Spirit, a manifeB* 
tation whereof is given to every man to profit withaL 
In which Holy Spirit I believe as the same almigh* 
iy and eternal God; who, as in those times he ended 
all shadosvs* and became the infaJlible guide to them 
that walked therein, by which they were adopted 
heirs and co-heirs of glory; so am la living witness 
that Ihe same %o\y, Jttst, merciful, almighty, and 
eternal God, is now, as then, (after this tedious night 
of idolatry, superstition, and human inventions, that 
hath overspread the world,) gloriously manifested, to 
save from all iniquity, and lo conduct unio the holy 
land of pure and endless peace; in a word, to taber- 
nacle in men.-'* — ^[See Penn'i* Innoccncy with her 
open face.] ^ 

• 8.* I Cor. Tiii. \ ^ lUb. i. I; 1 Cka. rfii. fi; John i. I-i; 1 Tim. 
16; Mit, )v. II; Lnkv iiiv. 17: Jobn xiv. 17, tA, xvu IG: 9 Cor. iii. 
1 Gar. i. 7; Kom. wL 14, 17; Rev. xni, 3; Pwt. xxnH, 13. 
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John. Although I acknowledge that William Pehn 
was a great and good man, I CiitDnot lake his expres* 
flions as sufficient authority; I look to a higher source, 
even to the Scriptures of truth, for evidence on this 
important question. Now, the Scriptures appear to 
me to speak of the Deity in a threefold sense: — first, 
as the Creator and Father of all; secondly, aa the 
Son, tvho is the mediator between God and man; and 
thirdly, as the Holy Ghost, who is sent by the Fa- 
ther and the Son, to sanctify the heart and regulate, 
the affections. Yet it is repeatedly said in the Old 
and New Testament, that God is one; therefore, 
conclude that there are three persons in one Godj— 
each of which persons is perfect in himself, possess- 
ing omnipotence, omniscience, and eternity; the 
'*same in substance, equal in power, eternity, and 
^lory. " [See Weetminster Confession,] I shall now 
endeavour to prove these positions by passages from 
Scripture, 

1st. That there is more than one person'jn the 
Godhead, may be inferred from the following texls; 
"God said, let m^ke man in our imaofe, after our 
likeness.'' Gen. i. 2G. *'And the Lord God said> the 
itian has become as one of vs^to know good and evil." 
Gen. ill. 36, And the prophet saySj " I heard the 
voice of the Lord, saying, whom shall I send, and who 
shall go for us?^* Is. vL 6. We are also informed by 
learned men, tKat the name most commonly given to 
the Deity, in the Old Testament, is Elohim, which is 
a pUirfil noun; and this has been considered a strong 
proof that there is a plurality of persons in ibe God- 
head . 

2d. That the number of persona in the Deity is 
three, may be concluded from the words of our Lord, 
who said to his disciples, *'Go ye, therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son^ and of the Holy Ghosl." 
Mat. xxviii. 19. And also from the benediction of 
the apostle Paul, who aaya, "The grace of oirr Lord 
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Jesus Christ, and the lore of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Ghost, be with yo\i all" 1 Cor. xiii. 14. 

3d. We argue that each of these in some sense 
distinct, because one is represented as the Father, who 
sends ; another as the So:)^ who is sent into the 
world; and the third as the Spiirit, that was poured 
out tipon all flesh. The Father and Son are a!so re- 
presented, in many places, as speaking to each other, 
(vhich shows that they must be distinct from each 
, Other in one sense, although for ever united In an- 
'olher. Now, 1 think it may be proved that each of 
lliesc persons is Divine, and consequently^ co->eterna] 
.ind co-equal. That the Father is omnipotent, omni- 
scient, anJ eternal* willj I suppose, be admitted with- 
out arj^ument. That the Son is so, may be shown 
from the introduction to ihe Gospel by St. John. " In 
the beginning; was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The same was in iht 
befijtnijing with God. All thiiJ^s were made by him, 
and without him wa* not any thing made that was 
made.'* Ch. i, 2. "And the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt amon^ us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory 
a^t of the only begotten of Ihe Father,) full of grace 
and iruih."ver. 1 4. There are many other texts of simi- 
lar import, but I ahall quote only one more, which 1 
consider surticicnt. St, Paul says, "God, who at 
Bundry limes, and in divers manners, spake in time 
puHt unttj the fathers by the prophcCff, halh in these 
day* spokeffunlo us by his Son, whom he halh 
appoinled heir of nil things, by whom also he made 
the worlds; who bein^; the brightness of his glory* and 
the express image of his person, and upholdiog all 
,thinj;s by the word of his power, when he had by 
bimvelf purged our «ins, sat down on the right hand 
of the Majesty on hi(»h." Hcb, i, 1-3, 

That the Holy (ihost is not only Divioc, but per^ 
SOftaliy distinct from the others, may inferred from 
Qpentioof assigned lo them bcin^ generally dif> 
rept. He is reprMented as the baptising power; 
6 
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Christians are also said to be born of the Spirit: and 
Christ promised his disciples, " I will pray the Fa- 
ther, and he shall give you afiofher Comforter, that 
he may abide wiLh you lor ever, even the Spirit of 
truth*" Johti xiv. 16. 

4th. Having now shown from Scripture that there 
are three persons in the Deity, it only remains to be 
proved that Jesus Christ is the second person, or Lo- 
gos, mysteriously united tn "a human body and ra- 
tional sou and born of a virgin; and this has been 
called the hypostatical union. This may be proved 
from many passages. It h said, ^* He took not on 
him the nature of angels, but he took on him the seed 
of Abraham; wherefore, in all things it behoved him 
to be made like unto his brelhren, that he might be a 
merciful and faithful high-priest, in thirtgs periatning 
to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the peo- 
ple; for in that he himself bath sufferedj being tempted, 
he is able to succour them that are tempted.'* Heb- 
i'u lG-18. He is also called, ^'God manifest in the 
flesh." 1 Tim. liL 16. "God with ua." "The Lord of 
glory," 1 Cor. iii. 8. And, *^over all, God blessed 
for ever." Rom. is- 5. That be had a human soulj as 
well as a human body> is very clears for he says, 
"My soul is exceeding sorrowful^ even unto death." 

Yet his human nature must not bfi confounded with 
his divine; for, though there be an union of natures 
in Christ, yet there is not a mixtuie or confusion of 
them or their properf.ies. His humanity is not chang- 
ed into his Deity; nor his Deity into his humanity; 
but the two natures are dislmct in one person^ How 
this union exists is above our comprehension; and in- 
deedy if we cannot explain how our bodies and soula 
are united, it is not to be supposed we can explain 
this astonishing mystery of God manifest in the 
flesh." — [See Buck^s Theo. Dial, article Jesus Christ; 
also, Smith's Treatise on the Trinity.] 

Faifisr, Those who profess to derive their doctrines 
^MM^ta^^^^^^..— ^^^^ 
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ir«^ front the Scripturest ou^ht to be very careful 
keep to the language of Scripture, especially when 
kin^ on a subject tliat Ihey do not pretend loun* 
land. Jf the doctrine of a trinity be taught in the 
criptures, tt must be conveyed by inspiration in the 
ery best laagjnage which could be chosen; and there 
s no need ot iiufcnthig new fermsio express it. But 
we do not find any such term in the Scriptures a 
inity; uor is it said lliat there are three persons la 
the Godhead; nor is there any language there con- 
veying the same ideas. I therefore conclude, that 
this doclrine is an invention of men; and it must be 
acknowlcdj^cd by every reader of history, that it has 
been one of the principal causes of disseiilion and per- 
secution ever since it was introduced into Ihechiirch. 
If we take the word person in its common accepta- 
liott, it means on individual or a beirf^; and if we say 
ere nrc three infinite persons in one Being, ef/c/* 
of whom ha3 all power and alt wisdom^ the proposi- 
tion contains in ilself a contradiction, that is obvious 
to the meanest capacity. Therefore, the advocates 
of this doctrine ace oUrged to admit that the term 
person does not exactly convey their meaning, and 
that they only use it for want of a better. Why ihea 
I should tliey contend so strenuously for words that do 
not convey their meaning? 

I sluU now proceed to examine the foundation on 
which this doctrine resls* 
k In the first place, — It is mid that the use of the 
L plural pronouns us and OMrj^ascribed to the Divine 
Being, and the circumstance of one of the names giv- 
^^bn to him in the Scriptures being a plural noun, in- 
^HdicBtc that there is more than^bne person in the Dei- 
^V>ty. This peculiarity In the Hebrew language,' has 



* liite teirnfr«l antl aniuhlo Hindoa rcfhrmflr^ KBriimohun 

brew. Arftbic, iinil ot nhitoHl «9A»ia.tic Unguagvs, in which tho plil. 
tttl iiuiiilj*T la odtcn ihr Uie iiingulBT. to *iij>rft*ii lUo rctprcl due to 
llw [irnKiii daiMtinl by Uw noun; ifid ta ufitloraUnd titer term, **aar 
iiBAffl^ ind **mir Uk«n«M,** fcood la tiM veiie, [Gen. i. 9€,] w codw/. 
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furnMied one of the stroi^ apguments of triiSKians; 
but they appear to forget that the same kind of plural 
language was applied to the golden calf, which the 
children of Israel worshiped in the wilderness, — al- 
though it is very evident that there wa? but one calf 
made on that occasion. It is said, that the people 
brought their golden ear rings to Aaron^ "and he re- 

vag a plural meaning, the quotation would Btill bj no means anawer 
their purpose' fer the verse in. Question would in that case imply a 
plurality of Gods, without determining whether their number was three 
or three hundred, and of touree witi^ut specifying their persons.; — No 
middle point in the unlimited series of number being determihed, it 
would be almost necessary, for the purpose of obtaining some fixed 
uqmber, as implied by tliosc terms, to adopt either two,, uie lowest de> 
gree of plurality in the first personal pronoun both in Hebrew and Ara- 
bic, or to take uie highe&t number of Gods with which human imagi- 
nation has peopled the heavens. In the fonner case the verse cited 
might countenance the doctrine of the duality of Uie Grodhead enter- 
tuned 1^ Ziidusht and his followers, representing the God of good- 
ness, and the God of evil, to have jointly created man, composed of a 
mixed nature of good and evil propensities; in the latter it would be 
consistent with the Hindoo system of religion; but there is nothing in 
the words, Uiat can be with any justice construed as pointing to Tri- 
nity. These are not the only difficulties attending the interpretatiui 
of those terms: — ^if they shotdd be viewed in any other than a singular 
sense, they woyld involve contradiction with the very next verse: " So 
Ood created man in his own image;" in which the singular number is 
distinctly used: as in Deut ch. iv. ver. 4: Lord our God is one 

Jiord;*' and also with the spirit of the whole of the Old Testament. 

To those who are tolerably versed in Hebrew and Arabic, (which is 
oply a refined Hebrew,) it is a well known feet, that in the Jewish and 
Moiuimmadan Scriptures, as well as in common discourse, tAe plural 
form w n^ien used in a nngtdar seiwe, when the superiority of the sub- 
ject bf discourse is intended to bo kept in view. This is sufiieiently ap- 
parent from the fi>lbwing quotations taken both from the Old Testa- 
ment in Hebrew, and &om the Qoran. Exa ch. xxi. ver. 4, "If his 
masters (meaning his master) have given him a wi&." Verse 6, "Then 
his masters (that is, his master) shall bring him unto the Judges." 
VeirM 39th, ** But if the ox were wont to push with his horn in time 
put, and it haa been testified to his owners,** (that is, to his owner.) 
Jsa. ch. vi. ver. 8, ^'To whom shall I send ? and who will go for us?" 
(fiiit is, for me.) 

So also in the Qoran, "We are (meaning I am) nearer than the jugu- 
lar vein." " Surely we (meaning /) dteted every thing in proportion*." 
In these two texts <i the Qoran^ Gooff represented to have spoken in 
the plural number, although Mohumnhid cannot be supposed to hare 
employed a mode of expressicHi which he could have supposed capable 
of being oon^red &Tourabte to the Ttmtjy^^—AffeiUt ^pc. ^ 140-443^ 
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ired them at their hand, and Hiahioned it with a 
graying tool, after he had made it a tno/li^n calf: 
knd they said, These be ihy Gods, O Israel, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt/' Ex; xxxii, 
4. The same plural 1anguao;e is repeated again in 
rse 8th, ''These be thy Gods, Israel/^ &c. Aa- 
ron excused himself to Moses by saying, They said 
unlo me, make us Gods which shaM go before us." 
ver. 23, "And I s^id unto (hem, Whosoever hatth 
any gold lei them break it off. So Ihey gave it rae: 
then I cast it into the fire* and there canine out this 
caijV ver. 34. Can any rational mind pretend thai 
the use of a plural noun and pronoun, in ihh instance, 
by the Israelites, proves thfit this calj^* ivas, ia 
some smisc, three calves, and at the same time only 
one calf? 

The belief in one self-exfstent, eternal, omnipotent, 
and omnipresent God, was the great and fundamental 
doctrine of the Jesvlsh religion; and the writings of 
Ihe Old Testament are full of passnge? declaring that 
there is hut one God, who is himself the Saviour and 
Redeemer of men. "1 am the Lord," says he, *'3i>d 
(here is none else — flierc is no God besides me/*— 
"Thus satlh the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his 
Maker" Is. xlv. 5, 11. "I, even I, am the Lord» 
and besides me there is no Saviour." "Thus (laith 
die I^ord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel/^ 
Is. xliiii I if 14. These sentiments arc reiterated and 
confirmed in the New Testament* "Jesus answered, 
The firsi of alt the commandmcnls is, hoar, Ifirael, 
the Lord our God is one LortlJ'* And the scribes 
aaid unlo him. Well, master, thou hast ssid the truth> 
for there is one God* and there is none other but he;** 
Mark xti. 29, 32; which proves that the Jews believ* 
ed then, a« the^ do noWt that he is one undivided 
Deitv. 

We «r« lold by the hfghcst autiiorfty, that ** none 
ti good save one; that it^ God." Luke xviii. I*>. The 
apostle Paul say«, "Goditono." GmLuL 40, And 
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the aptstie Jnde saya, *'To the only wise God ottr 
SdviouTf be glory and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever." ver. 25. * 

2. Xhere are man3r names given to the Divine 
Beingr in the Old and New Testaments, which are 
either expressive of his attributes, or descriptive of 
the various ways in which he has manifested himself 
to the children of men, according to their several 
states and capacities. Thus he is called Jehoyah, or 
self-existing; and he is called Jah, which means eter- 
nal. He if also called the King of Glory, theXord 
of Hosts, and the Prince of Peace. To the wicked 
he appears as a consumiDg fire; but to the faithful he 
becomes the Lord our righteousness, the Rock of 
ages, and the Saviour and Redeemer of his. people. 
Yet, notwithstanding this variety of names which- 
are given to the Divine Being, in both the Old and 
New Testaments, it is said by the prophet Zechariah, 
in allusion to the gospel day, In that day there shall 
be one Lord, and his name oj^e." Chap. xiv. 19, — 
Which I understand 'to mean, that there shall be 07i/y 
one Divine power acknowledged, to whom all these 
various nantes are attributed. The name of the Lord 
is oAen used in Scripture, to indicate the power or 
presence of the Lord. Thus it is said, " The name 
of the Lord is a strong tower." Psalms x)gn. 10. — 
<*Thy name is as ointment poured forth." Cant. i. 3. 
**For that thy name is near thy works declare." Ps. 
Ixxv. 1. "Behold, I send an angel before thee to 
keep thee in the way. Beware of him, and obey his 
voice, — provoke him not, for he will not pardon 
your transgressions, for my name is in him." Ex. 
xiii. 20, 31. From these and many other passages, 
I think it is clear, that to be baptized into the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 
signifies to be brought under the purifyiDg influence 
of that oTie Divine power, whose manifestations to 
the children of men are represented by these various 
names. I see no reason to conclude that the.Father. 
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Son, and Holy Spirit, are all distinct persons^ he- 
cause these names are all found in one sentence* 

There are many other places in the Scriptures 
where the Divine Being is mentioned under dilferent 
names in one sentence. For instance, ** Unto us a 
child is horn, unto m a Son is given: and the govern- 
ment bhall he Upon his ahonlder, and his name shall 
he culled VVoniJcrful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, 
the Everlasting Fmher, the Prince of Peace," Is. 
ix. 6. Here pre five nanjes menlioned, and accord- 
ing to the trinitarian arcumenls, ihey imply ^ve 
persons in the Deity. The reduplicaHve style is 
very common in the sacred writings. For example, 
the aposllc James says: **T^ure religion and unde- 
filcd befaro Ood and i/ie Fui her, is ih'is J ^ \. 21. And 
the J3 post Paul says; *'Doa!l in the ?i(7/ncofthe 
Lord Jesus, givin|f thanks to Sod eind i he Father 
by liini." Colos. iii. 17. He also speuks in another 
pliice, of '* God^ and qf the Failicr, and of Christ.-^ 
Col. ii. 2. From these expressions some persons 
nnight conclude that God and the Ful her ^v^ t|iro dis- 
tinct persons; but the apostolic doctrine was, '*Tiiere 
is but one God, the Father, of wl^om are qU things, 
•nd one Loid Jcsns Chrtflt^ h}/ whom are ult things, 
and we? hy htm," I Cor vin, 6. 

3, T(^e alletnpL to prove that there are three per- 
ns in the l>eity,hy saying that different oiBces are 
laigncd to the Father, fnd the Word, and the Holy 
iptrit, will not stimd Ihc test of scrutiny: for the 
Jcripture* ascrilx: precisely the same works to the 
loJty under each of these titles. For instance, the 
rork of creation is ascribed, — first, to God: **in the 
jgioning Ood created Ihc heaven and the earth.** 
icn. I. 1, Secondly, to the Spirit of God: "The 
ipirit of God moved upon the face of the waters/^ 
^icn. i. S. ^Thou aendeat forth (k)/ spirit^ ihcy arc 
created; thOu rencwcvt the face of the earth/^ Pa. 
civ, 3a. Tllftdty, to the wisdom of God: "By 
wisdom he made the bcavona*" Pa, cxxxvi. 5. "Th« 
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Lord by -wisdom hath founded the earth." Prov. iii- 
Id. Fourthly, to the Word qf God: All things 
were made by him.^' John i. 3. *'By the word of 
God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing 
out of the water and in the water." • 2 Pet. iii. 5; ^ 
Fifthly, to the Son of God: ""He hath in these last 
days spoken unto us by his Son, by whom also he 
made the worlds." Heb. i. 2. " God created all 
things by Jesus Christ" Eph. iii. 9. * 

Here then, according to the trinitarian method of 
reasoning,, are five persons .concerned in the work of 
creation. B.ut according to my view there is only one 
God, whose holy power or Divine influence is some- 
times called the Spirit of God, or the Holy Spirit, 
because, "God is a Spirit." It is sometimes called 
the Wisdom of God} for in him are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom #)d knowledge;" Col. ii. 3. It 
18 likewise itelled the Word of j&od, because it is the 
medium by which he speaks to man. And it is called 
the Son of God, and Jesus Christ, because it was 
througl^ this one Divine power that Jesus did the 
works of God. He said, I can of mine own self do 
no'thint;; as I hear I judge, and my judgment is just, 
because I seek not mine own will, but the will. of the 
Father which sent me." John v. 30. "The words 
that I apeak unto you, I speak not of myself, but th6 
Father that dweiletk in 'me, he doeth the worksJ* 
John xiv. 10. 

.4. This brings us to the last point of the argument, 
which relates to the union of the Divine and human 
natures in Jesus Christ This union I fully acknow- 
ledge; but i can see no need of calling it a hyposta- 
tical union: for there is no such language used by the 
inspired writers, and I believe that' this, and other 
Latin names, (such as a trinity and triune God,) have' 
been used as blinds, to conceal from the public the 
deplorable ignorance of priests and professors in rela- 
tion to divine things. They being ignorant of " that 
wisdom which is from above," (James iii. 1 7} have re* 
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ported lo *'the word^ which man^s wisdofn teacheth** 
order to appear wise before men. 
The Scriptures teach us, that *'aa many as tire led 
y the Spirit of God, Ihey are the sons of God." — 
om* viii. 14. ** The Spirit itself bearelh witness 
with oui* ppii'its^ that we are the chiJdren of God: and 
if children, then heirSj heirs of God, and joint heirs 
Willi Christ." ven IS, 17. They also teach us, that 
we may become partakers of the Divine nature.'* 
2 Peter i. 4. 

This union which takes plane between God and all 
those who are born of Wis Spirit, is so perfect, that the 
charch (or assembly of the righteous) is Jikened to a 
spirtliTnl house, of wliich *'Jesus Christ i:; the chief 
corner slone.'^ I Pet. ii, 5, The apostle Paul, In ad" 
dressin^ the Ephesians, says, " ¥e are built upon the 
bundation of the apostles and ^ophet^, Jeeus Christ 
tmself being the chief corner stone ; in whom all 
e building, filly framed together, graweth unto an 
holy temple in the Lord ; in whom ye also are builded 
together, for an habitation of God through the Spirit*' 
ii. 20-22. 

The church is also compared to a body, having 
many members, of which Jesus Christ is the hcad^ 
ph. iv. 15, — Col. i. 8, — Rom. xii. 4, — 1 Cor. xit. 
It appeiirs to me, that the apoalles considered 
* the man.Christ Jesus," (I Tim. ii. 5,) to be the chief 
member or bent! of the spiritual body^ which is made 
uptrf the fiithftj] servants of God of all ages and na- 
on%; and therefore they speak of him as the "first- 
rn among many brethren/* Rom. viii. 39, This 
tic docs not refer to priority of birth, but to the dig- 
ity of his station; for the first-born son among the 
ews, was the head of the family or tribe, and Ihe 
eir of bis father'jj Hulhority. Isaae was called the 
*o«/y be;;olteu Hon/' (Heb. xL 17, — Gen. xxiu Ifl,) 
liccausc he wox Abraham's heir, although his brother 
Ifthmscl was bom before him. 

With these views,! can fuHy acknowledge not ooljp 
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the Divine Word or Logos, which dweU in Jeaus 
without measure, and which constituted him the 
anointed SaviouTj but I can likewise acknowledge the 
ainless pedsntion of his human nature. It a,}pears 
from the Scriptures, thai he was miraculously born of 
a virgin, and, *' though he waei^ in aH points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin;*' (Heb. iv. 15) and he 
was "a man approved of God^ by miracles, and won- 
derSj and signs, which God did hy him.^^ Acts ii. 22. 
It is, however, very evident, that the *Hwo natures 
were distinct^* in him, a;* they are in all the sons of 
God; for it is not possible that the Divine nature should 
silver deathj or be affected with agony of souL 

I can further say, with the apostle Paul, '^Hence- 
fbrlh know we no man after the flesh; yea, though we 
have known Christ after the flesh, yet now hence- 
forth know we hira no more.*' 2 Cor. v. 16. And 
therefore, \vhen I speak of Christ Jesus, or the Sa- 
viour, I mean that ** unction from the i/o/y One," 
which reigned in Jeaus, and "ihe manifestation" of 
which ^^is given to every man to profit withah" 1 
Cor. xii. 7; for, " of his fulness have all we received, 
and gjrace for grace/' John i. IG. In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. That was the true 
light which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world,*' ver, 4, 9. 

This divine power, or word of God, is often called 
Christ, by the writers of the Kew Testament; For in- 
stance, Paul says of the children of Israel under Mo- 
ses, that 'Mhey did all eat the same spiritual meat, 
and they did all drink the same spiritual drink^ for 
they drank of that spiritual rock that followed them, 
and /kat rock was Christ." I Cor. 4. 

Peter snys that the prophets ''prophesied of the 
grace that should come unto you, searching what, or 
what manner of time, the spirit of Christ which was 
in them did signify, when it testified beforehand of 
the sufleringa of Christ, and the glory that should fol- 
low.'' 1 Peter i. 11, There are a great many other 
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paasftges In the New Testament where Christ is spoken 
of as that otie Divine Spirit^ who manifests himself 
in man for our saoetification und redcmptton* For 
example : Know ye not your own selves, how that 
Jeaus Christ is in you, except ye fee reprobates." 2 Cor. 
xiii. 5. To whom God would make known what 
13 the riches of the glory of ihts mystery among the 
Gentilea, which is Christ in you the hope nf glory," 
Co), i* 21, '*It pleased God to reveal his Son in me, 
that I, might preach him among the heathen." Gal. J. 
L5f 16. '^Ye are not in the flesh bnt in the spirit^ if ^o 
be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any 
man have not the Sptni of Christ he is none of his." 
Rom. viii. 9. Here the Spirit of God and the Spirit 
of ChrisU ai'e spoken of a» one and the same. 

In confirmation of this, the apostle goes on to say^ 
And if Christ be in you, tlic body is dead because 
I of [or as to] sin; but the spirit is alive, because of 
I righteousness. But if the Spirit of him that raised 
op Jesus Christ from the dead, dwell in you, he that 
raised up Christ from the dead, shall also quicken 
yopr mortal bodies by his spirit that dwelleth in you." 
ver. 10, 11. The same aposLle says, **-Because ye are 
sons, God hath sent forth the spirit of his Son into 
\ your hearts, crying Abba, Father." GaL iv. 6. And 
I again, he says, "The Lord is that Spirit, and where 
Ihe Spirit of the Lord is, ihere is liberiy." 2 Cor* 
iii. 17. I might adduce ma ivy other p:issages, to show 
I Uial ivhen the apostles speak of Christ, ihey often 
j^^tncan the (tJioiniing power of God's Spirit, or ** ihe 
^H)aw of the spirit of Hfe in Christ Jesus, which make» 
^Hfrce from the law of ^in and death/^ that ''wars in 
^Hour members." Rom^ viii. 2, and vii. 23. It is evi- 
dont, that Jesus spake of his outward body merely «t 
^Hb. temple in which this Divine power was manritst* 
^Hcd; fur he said, Destroy this temple, and in three 
^ tiays / wilt raise it up." But he spake of the lem- 
Ic of his body." John ii. 19-21. In this prediction 
ic spoke in the naiotf of hia Father; for it ia^iaid in 
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the Scriptures that he was raised up from the dead 
By the giof^ qf the Father." Rom. vi. 4- "This 
commandmeDt have I. received jof my Father.'? John 
X. 18. And after he was risen, he said to Mary, "Go 
to my brethrea, and say unto them> I s^scend unto my 
Father and your Father^ and to my God and your 
God." John XX. 17. 

'John. It appears that the same body which was 
crucified, rose again and ascended lip to heaven, and 
rptlw sitteth on the right hand of God; for he said, af- 
. ter his resurrection, "A spirit hath not flesh and bones, 
aS'ye see me -have:" which shows, that it was a human 
body. And it is also said, '^He was .taken up, and a 
cloud received him out of their sight" . Acfe*1. 9. 

James, I think the circumstance of his being re- 
ceived up into a cloud, does not prove that the same 
body of Jlesh and' bones was introduced into the spi- 
ritual world. As God is a pure " spirit, without body, 
parts, or passions,"* it is very possible that he changed 
his Son into his own likeness, or that he gave him a 
Spiritual body. When Elijah was translated, be was 
. taken up by a chariot of fire and horses pf fire, but. I 
do not conclude from tbisj that there are horses irf 
heaven. I consider it a striking evidence of Divine 
power displayed on this occasion, to confirm the faith . 
ofElisha. 

Jesus taught the Jews that Abrahaim, Isaajc, and 
Jacob, were then living. Matt. xxii. 32. Yet we have 
no reason to believe that their eariUly bodies ever had 
been raised from the grave. What I understand by 
■ the resurrection, as regards a future existence, is the 
5fc>ul bfeing raised out of this state of mutability into a 
Spiritual world, where it shall receive either happi-* 
ness or misery, "aecording* to the deeds done in the 
body." 

Father. Perhaps we had best not indulge in much 
speculation on this subject, for ^ secret things belong 
n * E^naoopol Artidefc 
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unto the Lord our God^ but the things which are re- 
vealed belong unto us and our children. 

The apoalle Paul, on the subject of the resurrec- 
tion, «ays, Now this I say, brethren, that flesh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God." 1 
Cor, 35 V. 50. And ihe apostle John writes with slill 
more caution^ for he says, "Beloved, now are we ihe 
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
fthall be; but when he comelh we shall be like hinij 
for we shall see hrm 33 he is ; and every man that 
halb this hope in him, purifieth himself, even as he 
is pure." 1 John iii. 2, 3. This ought to be the main 
object of our thoughts, 1o purify ourselves even as he 
is pure, in order that we may become ttie sons of Cfgd. 

My liirle children,'* saith the apostle, ** of wiiom I 
travail ill birth again unliL Christ be formed in you.*' 
Gal, \y. 19. "There is one body, and one spirit, even 
as you are called in one hope of your calling; one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 
bII, who is above all, through all, and in you all. But 
unto every one of us is given ^jrace according to the 
meaaureof the gift of Christ/' Eph, iv. 4-7. *'TilI we 
«ll come, in the unity of the faith and of the know-^ 
ledge of the Stfh of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ" vef> 
13. This sinlure of the fulness of Christ consists, I 
welievCf in a stntc of perfect obedience to the'hw of 
Divine love, by which means our minds may becoiive 
to transformed by ihe spirit of Christ, as to be in 
tinity with him, even aa he ia in unity with the Fa- 
Ihor; agreeably to the prayer of the blessed Jesus, 
when he said, ** Holy Faiher, kepp through thine own 
natnCf those wliom thou h^»i given mc, that they mny 
be one as wc are. As thou Father art ifv- me, and I in 
thee, that they mtiy be one in us." Jolm xvii. 11,21. 
'* 1 will pray (he Father," said he, *'and ho shall give 
oo another Cotnforttr, th:it be may abide wilh ymi 
r ever^ even the Spirit of truth, whom the worM 
(loot receive bcc>u«c it vecth him not, neither know- 



eth hfm; but ye know him, for he dwlleth with you, 
and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless^ 
J will come to you." John xiv. 16-1 

Here we see that the same Holy Spirit which was 
in Jesus^ and thus dwelt ^viih the disciples, was to be 
manifested in ihemy for their comfortj and not unto 
them only^ but unto as many as should believe on 
him through their word, 

John^ If we consider the divine Word, or Spirit of 
Christ, to be the medium through which God reveals 
himseifto man^ does not this seem to imply that there 
are two Divine powers or persons? 

father* 1 will answer this question by asking an- 
other. What do men generally understand by the 
term j^ature, when they speak of the laws of nature 
and the powers of nature? Do they mean (hat there is 
another power besides that of God operating upon the 
malerial world? 

John. I understand by it nothing more than the 
power of God, as continually displayed in the out- 
ward creation. 

Father. And so, when I speak of Christ or (he 
Divine Word, I mean *'the power of God and the 
wisdom of God," (1 Cor. i< 24,) as manifested in ihc 
souiso/men, to redeem them from all iniquity, and 
to bring them into his own glorious image of purity 
and love. ThiS Divine power is represented under 
various figures or metaphorsj in the Scriptures; but 
the most striking and beantifu] is ihat of li^ht. The 
apostle John says, God is light, and in htm is no 
darkness at all.'* And speaking of Christ he says^ 
" In him was life, and the life was the light of men; 
that was the true light, which lighteth every man lhat 
Cometh into the world. ^' God is the great luminary 
or sun of hia spiritual creation; and ihat power or in- 
fluence by which be acts upon 'the souls of men, is 
called his light: For whatsoever doth make Tnant^ 
Jest is tight. Wherefore he saith, awake, thou that 
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steepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
givtthte lightJ' Eph. V. 13» 14, As the light of the 
sun ia the source of all the beauty that adorns the out- 
ward creation^ and as the smallest ray of light con- 
tains in itself every colour of the rainbow; so this 
Divine light which emanates from God, is the source 
of every christian virtue^ and it are hidden all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge/' 

When we see such striking evidences of Divine 
power and goodness displayed in the government of 
f^the outward world,— clothing the earth with flowera 
and verdure in springs with harvests in summer, and 
with fruits in autumn^ — and preserving the various 
tribes of animals through the severity of winter: vvben 
we feel assured that not even a sparrow falls to the 
ground without hia notice; — can we suppose that he 
withdraws his presence from the immortal part of his 
creature man? No; it is on the rational soul of man 
that he bestows his peculiar care; it is there that his 
sensible presence is felt, and to him alone are we in- 
debted for every holy aspiration after virtue, and 
every feeling of extended benevolencei And he not 
only incites us to goodness, but he reproves us for 
evil, and, as a tender father, he visits and revisits his 
firriug children with ^* the reproofs of instructloD^ 
ivhich arc the way of life.*' 

" Thou art the source and centre of all miads, 
Their only point of rest, eternal Word! 
From thee departing they are lost, and rove * 
Al random, without honour^ hope, or peace. 
From thee is all tliat soothes the life of man; 
His high endeavour, and his glad 8ucccas^ 
His strcni^th to suffer, and his will lo.^erve. 
Bui oh, thou bounteous §;ivcr of all good, 
Thou art of bII thy gifts thyself the crown I 
Give what thou canstt without ihee we &re poor; 
And will) IbcQ rich, take what thou wilt away." 

CowrfiM. 
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NOTE. 



There is ooe text which was not introduced nor al- 
luded to in the foregoing conversation, because its 
aiithentlchy is now considered so doubtful that it has 
been abandoned by some of the most learned biblical 
critics. The following remarks in relation to it are 
extracted from the commentary of Adam Ciarke^'a 
learned tnnitarian writer. 

1 John V. 7. " For there are three that bear record 
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost; 
and these three are one.'* 

*^ There are one hundred and thirteen Greek MSS. 
extant, containing the first epistle of John, and this 
text is wanting in one hundred and twelve. It only 
exists in the Codex Montfortii, (a comparatively re- 
cent MS.,) already described." 

" All the Greek fathers omit the verse, though ma- 
ny of them quote both verse "eth and 8lh, applyitig 
them to the Trinity, DiviAity of Christ,«nd the Holy 
Spirit." 

"The first place the verse appears in Greek, is in 
the Greek translation of the acts of the council of 
Lateran, held A. D. 1215." 

The Latin fathers do not quote it, even where it 
would have greatly strengthened their arguments, and 
where, had it existed, it might have been most natu- 
ralfy expected. It is wanting in all the ancient ver- 
sions, the Vulgate excepted; but the most ancient 
copies of this have it not." 

"It is wanting in the German translation of Lu- 
ther, and in all the editions of it published during his 
lifetime. It is inserted in our earlt/ English transla- 
tions, but with marks of doubtfulness." 

'^In short, it stands on no authority, sufficient to 
authenticate any part of a revelatioi} professing to 




[See Grieabach^s Greek Testament. ] 
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CONVERSATION V. 



ON SALVATIOIf BY CBBI£T. 

James, In our last conversation the attributes of 
19 Dirme Being and the Divinity of Christy were 
tiscussed; and I now feeE desirous of being better in- 
formed respecting the Christi&D doctrine of salvation. 

Pother, This is the roost important subject that 
can possibly engage our attention: and we ought each 
one of us to take it into serious consideration, and en- 
deavour to know by experience what it is to be saved 
from sin. It i* an individual work; for "no man can 
save his brother, nor gtve to Cod a ransom for his 
ffOuU'' hK\i we must all *'work out our own salvation 
with fenr and iremblrng." PhiK ih 12, 

John,* I should Iblitk this last quotation is not to 
be taken mo literally as lo imply that we can work out 
our ovfn salvation without Divine assistance. 
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Father, Certainly not It only means that we 
houtd acoepl the offers of Divine grace, and heartily 
co-operate IherewitlK for the aposlte says m the next 
verse, *' It is God which workcih in you, both lo 
will and to do, of hta good pleasure/' After all that 
we can do» otir salvation mustt be attributed to God: 
for although it cannot ha dune without us, it ia equal* 
ly certain that it cannot be done of ourselves. ** By 
grace are ye saved, through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the f;ift of Ood. ■ ' Eph. ii. 8. 

The first point to be considered in this inquiry i*^ 
What is salvation? 1 titink alt must acknowledge thai 
ill a delivcmnce from the guilt and dominion of 
11; and consenuenlly an exemption from the misery 
hat is entailed upon ain, both here and hereafter. 
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This view Is confirmed by the whole tenour of the 
sacred vvrltings; and it appears lhat lh& special object 
of Christ'a misaion was to save his people from 
their sim.'* Mat i. 21. A man cannot be truly said 
to be saved from his sinSy while lie living in the 
daily practice of sinning. For "he that doeth righ- 
teousness is righteous/^ but he that committeth sin 
is of the devil. 1 John iii. 7, 8. The next inquiry is, 
What is sin? The apostle John answers, Sin is the 
transgression of the lavv." 1 John iii. 4. Well, what 
law 13 it that we are now living under? It is not the 
law of Mo&es; but the law of Ihe new covenant, 
which is written in the heart. For, "This is the 
covenant lliat I will make with the house of Israel 
after, those days, saith the Lord; I will put my hws 
into their mind^ and write them in their hearts; 
and I will be to them a God, and Ihey shall be to ine 
ii people; and ihey shall not teach every man his 
neighbour, and every rnan his brother, sayina;, Know 
the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the 
greatest. For I will be merciful to ihcir linrighle- 
ouaneas, and their sins and their iniquities will I re- 
member no more," Heb. viii. 10. Jer. xxxi, 3L It 
appears then, that sin is the transgression of this holy 
law: for if our heart condemn us, God is greater 
than our heart, and knowelh all things;" but " if our 
heart condemn us not, then have we confidence to- 
wards God. 1 John iii. 20,2L Now if we will revert 
to our own experience, we^hall find that every trans- 
gression of this law written in the heart, is followed 
by condemnation and disquietude: for the DiTine 
Author of our being has so constilnted the human 
mind, that we never can be happy while in a state of 
disobedience to his holy law; therefore he says, 
"Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy 
backslidings shall reprove thee. Jcr. ii. \9, "Say 
ye to the ri|?hteous, it shall be well with him; fi$r 
they shall eat the fruit of their doings: but wo unto 
the wicked, it shall be ill with him; ^or the reward 



of his hands shall be given hinii'' Is* iii. 10. **The 
work of righteousness shall be peace^ and the effect of 
righteousnessj quietness and assurance for ever," Is. 
xxxit, 17. This "peace of God, which passeLh un- 
derstanding;" this holy joy and serenity of nnind, 
which springs from ** the love of God ^hed abroad in 
ihe Aearif^' 13 the aniy thing that can fill and satisfy 
ihe cravings of an immortal soul, which pants for the 
joys of eternal life. How important then is the in- 
qiiiryy What is it that separates us from the Divine 
harmony, and cuts iia off from the joys of paradise? 
** Behold," saya the prophet, ** j'our iniquitie,9 liave 
separated betvveen you and your God, and your sins 

(have hid his face from you/* 1$, liv, I, If sin sepa- 
^tes the 50ul frojTi God, it is clear that we cannot be 
Qniled to him while we continue to be 'sinful: for 
•'what communion is there between li^ht and dark- 
ness? — what concord between Christ and belial?" Bui 
** ihtinkA he to God for his unspeakable gift!^' Fie not 
nly sent his heloved Son inio ihe world to save his 
ople from their sins," an*l to *^ destroy the works 
f iho devil/' (1 John iii. 8j) but be still reveals him- 
If to man as a God nigh at haijd, a. very present 
Ip iit time of trouble;" an*! it ts " through his mer- 
cy thai ho saves w.9, 61/ the washing of rcgjeneralion 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost." All he requires 
af man is, lo repent of his sins by turning ntvat^ 
prom ihf.rn^ an*\ to become obedient to *"lhe law of 
|he spirit ot" life in Christ Jesus, which mabi^s free 
from (he law of sin and death." This " law of sin 
nnd death," is the law which "wars in our members," 
(Horn. vii. 23, viii. 2,} and consists of '^the lusts of the 
esh, the lusts of the eyes, and the pride of life, which 
re not of the Father, but of the world-" It is need- 
I that the power of God should be revealed in ffntrtf 
overcome these spirittral enemies; and therefore 
holy Word, or Spirit of truth, is sent to **eoii- 
'oce tho world of sin, of righteou^neWt j^^^Sr 
t" Tbia IB that erftc« af Ood which bringeih 



atiorty and hath appeared unto ail men, teaching 
\sBf that denying ungaiiliD&ss aad worldly Itists, we 
should live soberJy, righteously, and godly in this 
present world." He who livea in obediencD to this 
Spirit of truth, or grace of God, will find a continual 
growth and increase of strength, by which he will be 
enabled tu resist tennpLallon and to work righteous- 
ness; until, 3t lenojlh, it will become his study and 
delight to do the Father's will, and glorify his name 
OQ earth. This is the Emmanuel slate, in which God 
becomes the life of the soul : for he is the Alpha and 
the Omega, the beginning and the end of our salvation, 
"i am the Lord," he says^ "and besides me there is 
no Saviour." Is, xliii. 3, IL I am a just God and 
a Saviour; there ia none besides me," Is. xlv. 15,21. 
xlix. l», IG, IIos. siii. 4, Therefore^ unto him, 
"the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and ma- 
jesty, dominion and power, both now and for ever.'' 
Jude, 25, 

Johrj^ These views appear to be consistent with the 
Scriptures^ as far as ihey go; but it seems to nre that 
a very imporlatil doctrine of Chi istianity still remains 
to be considered,* I n^ean the doctrine of atonement. 

Father. I have been speaking of what I consider 
the doctrine of atonement or reconciliation, For it is 
admitted even by trinitarian writers, that *' the doc- 
trine of atonement, as far as relates to sin, is nothing 
more than the doctrine of reconciliation;" and in- 
deed, in a sense agreeable to Ihis^ that of bringing in- 
to a state of concord and reconciliation, ttie word 
atonement ilsetf had been originally used by our old 
ICnglish writers, with whom, according to Junius, 
Skij.iner, and Johnson, it was written a£-one-ment* 
Signifying to h^ai-one, or to come to an agreement, 
[See Magee on %^ionevtenij pp, 184, 1S6.] 

Now, it appears to me that God is altogether ua- 
changeablehimselfj and perfectly pure and holy; and 
therefore, the sinner cannot be in a stale of concord 
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nd reconciliation with him, until his sinful nature is 
moved by *Mhe washing of regeneration and renew- 
ing of the Holy GbosL" Thus '^putting off ihe old 
miin with hi« deeds, and putting on ihe new man, 
bich is renewed in knowledge, after the image of 
im that created him*" Col. iii. 9, 10. 

John, What I mean by the doctrine of atonement, 
a belief in the vicarious sit^erings of Sssus Christ, 
hen he suffered dealb witbuut the ^tes of Jerusa- 
lem^ as a substitute for the whole human race; in 
order to satisfy the offended justice of God, and to 
render him propitious to guiliy man, Adam, and all 
bia posterity^ having broken the Jaw of God, it would 
have been necessary for the whole buman race to have 
j?uifered eternal death, in order to satisfy the infinite 
justice of God; but the Son of God offered himself as 
a substitute for man, and agreed* to pay the price of 
our redemption, by taking on him a human body^ and 
^ufl'cring the paioB of death. 

Paiher. 1 Said on a former occasion, those who 
profess to derive Ibcir doctrines entirely from the 
Scripturea^ ought to be very careful to adhere strictly 
to the teKt. Now we find no auch lan^uaii^B in the 
Bcriplures, as the vicarious 9unerin«s of Jesus Christ; 
■or do they »ay that he died 33 a suftsfitttte for guilty 
plan; nor is there any language in them, from whicn 
mich a conclusion can be fairly drawn. To punish the 
innocent, in order ibal tbi* guilty may go free, is en- 
tirely inconsistent with the jiisticc and mercy of ibe 
divine character ** lie tbal justificlh the wicked, and 
thai condemnPth the juat, even they both are abo^ 
[nation to the Lord,'* Prov. xvii. 15, ll is. said id 
e SeripUirea, that Christ died for all men, but there 
not the vtigbteut intimation that bis sufferings were 
tended to nppt^aae the wrath, or ^nti^fy the justice * 
God. The object of his mi^ssion was to bear wit* 
as to the truth. To thit end was I born/* said he, 
and for thi« esuse ctme I into the world, that I 
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should bar wittiess onto the truth." John xviii. 37. 
But he eould'not bear witness to the truth, among 
that perverse' and wicked generation^ without expos- 
ing himself to sufferings and death; and he thercibre 
Toluntarily offered himself to die, for the salvation of 
mankind. His death.did not change the feelings nor 
the purposes of God towards mankind; for God ia al- 
together unchangeable. "In him is neither variable- 
ness nor shadow of turning:'^ and he is alwajrs kind, 
*<even to the unthankful and to the eviL'! 

The mission of Jesus Christ was itself the effect 
of God's unchanging love to man; for all the good 
that he did, was done by the power of God operating 
through him. " I can of myself do nothing," said 
he, " my Father that dwelleth in me, he doetb the 
works.'' " God was in Christ, reconciling the woild 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them, 
and hath committed unto us the word of reconcilia- 
tion. Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ," 
says the apostle* ^'as though God did beseech you by 
us, we pray you, in Christ's stead, be ye reconeiled to 
God.". 2 Cor. V. 19, 20. There is not a word said in 
the Scriptures, about God heingreeonciled to m^n^hy 
the death of his Son; but it is man that must be recon- 
ciled to God; for he has always loved mankind: but 
man being at tgimiij with him, it is in man that the 
change mtist be wrought^ and the reconciliation ef-» 
fected. One means which the Divine Being has madei 
use of, in all ages of the world, to change the hearts 
of wicked men, has been the patience, the resigna- 
tion, and the joy with which Ris faithful servants 
have suffered for his cause, when persecuted by tiie 
wicked. It was in this way that Jesus Christ and 
his apostles bore their testimony to the truth, and ex- 
emplified before men the goodness, the purity, and 
the love of that Divine Power, whose kingdom was 
established within them. It was in this way, too, that 
the primitive Christians, though generally poor, illi- 
terate;^ and despised i^mQDf men, wer^ made t)i9 in- 
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rtiments of convincing manktnd and enlarging the 
edeemer's kingdom. And if the ktnc^doms of this 
orld shall ever ** become Ihe kingdoms of God and 
f his Christ," (as I believe Ihey will,) it must be ef- 
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patient 9ufrerings of the faithful. I can conceive of 
ij^ other means so well calculated to touch the feel- 
ings and to convince the judgment, as the eicample of 
one who is actuated by tne love of God in all thingsj 
and who is willing to ** hty down his life for the 
brethren," and for the testimony of truth. We find 

I hat the holy living, the powerful preaching, and the 
lumerous miracles of Jesus, made but few converts 
intil he ** laid down his life for the sheep/* and seal- 
td his testimony with hia blood* It was then that 
htny began to perceive that ^' his kingdom was not 
tf this world, else would hi* servants fight" They 
rere convinced thai he had been actuated by Divine 
ove In all that he did, and when the apostles, who 
were filled with the Holy Spirit, began to preach to 
the multitude, and showed them that ** God had made 
that i>ame Jesus^ whom they had crucified, both Lord 
id Chris*,'' Ihen **they were pricked in their heartSj 
said unto Peter, and unto the rest of the apostles, 
[en and brethren, what shall we do?" Acts ii* 36, 37, 
.nd ** the same day there were ^dded unto them about 
iree thousand aouIs-'' v. H. Thus we see how tbe 
ifTerings of the Messiah operated upon the people of 
krtt day, to reconcUe Ihcni to God; but it is Ihe life 
md power of Cod thai dwelt in Christ, which saves 
ftin: ** for if when we were enemies,'* says the 
Mtlu Paul, ** we were reconciled lo God by the 
Feaih of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we 
[■hall he saved hy his ij/e,^^ Rom. v. 0. For **in»him 
iwa» lifr, and the life woa the light of men." John i. 
It is this life of God, or " Spirit of truth" rc* 
id in the soul, whirh purilics and saves from sin. 
lifo, is* sometimes »poken of as the blood; for ac- 
cording to the Jewish law the blood is the life." 
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(Levit xvii- 14,— Gen. ix. 4^Deater. xii. S3.) 
And when Jesus told the people, Except ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have 
no life in you;" he did not allude to the fiesh and 
blood of his outward body, but to the life and power 
of God which dwelt in him, and spake tlirough hjm. 
In confirmation of this view, he said himaelf to bis 
disciples, by way of explanation, It is the Spirit 
which quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit^ and they 
are life." John vi. 53, e3. 

When the apostle John saw, in the Revelations, " a 
great multitude, which no m^n could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, Wfao 
stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed' 
in white robes, and with palms in their hands," he 
was told, that these werj^ they who bad ^* come out pf 
great tribulation," who had "washed their robes, and 
made thejn white in the blood of the Lamb." Rev. 
vii. 14. Now, we cannot suppose that these robe^ 
w.ere made of earthly materials, nor will any one 
contend that the blood with which they were wash- 
ed and madewhite, was the outward blood, shed upon 
mount Calvary, They were spiritual earments, and 
the blood too was spiritual; it was the life or spirit 
of God which dwelt in Jesus; and it is by this only 
that our hearts can be "sprinkled from an evil con- 
science;" for " if the blood of bulls and of goats, and 
the ashes of an heifer, sprinkling the unclean,' sancti- 
fieth to the purifying of the flesh, how much more 
shall the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal 
Spirit, offered himself without spot to God, purge 
your consciences from dead wo^ks^ to serve the liv- 
ing God." Heb. ix. 13, 14. It appears very evident 
to me, that nothing of an outward character can 
purge the conscience, or purify the mind; for* these 
are spiritual, and require spiritual agents to act upon 
them. 

John. It appears to me, that in this last quotation, 
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the apostle alludes to the Jewish sacrificea of bulU 
•nd of i^oatfl, as being the types of that great sacrifice 
^hich Christ was to make of himself once for all. — 
he sacrifice of the scape-^oat^ once in the year, on 
e day of solemn expiation for the sins oflhe whole 
'■people, is generally considered a striking type of the 
sacrifice of Christ, which it was intended to prefigure. 
Two goats were hrought to the door of the taberna- 
do for n sin-oQerin^y and the high priest cast lots upon 
them, which should be sacrificed to (he Lord and 
which should be set at liberty. One of them was 
hen put to death far a stin-oflTering for all the people, 
his blood waa sprinkled upon tlie altar, and his body 
was burnt without the camp. The other ^oat was the 
ftCnpe-goiit, on whii^h the high priest laid his handsy 
confesfing his sins and the sins of all the people ; he 
then sent him into the wilderness, to a place not in- 
habited, to be there set at liberty, and to bear the ini- 
quities of the people. The first of these gdftts is sup- 
posed to have been intended to prefigure the death of 
Christ, and thesocond^ which was saved alive, to typi* 
fy his restirrcctron. 

Faiher^ Wq are not informed in any part of tiic 
Scriptures, that these goattf were intended as types of 
'esus Christ, and I can see no reason for such a con- 
Itision. 7^tierc are, however^ several reasons which 
have convinced me Ihai^ihey hatl no such meaning. 
In the first place, the goat was never made use of as 
in emblem of purity or holiness; but^ on the contrary* 
ftlways as an emblem of sin; for our Saviour hinuelf, 
•poke of it in ihis way, when he sfiid he would place 
the ttheep on his right hand, and tlie goat;!, [thill is the 
wicked,} on hitf left. 2. The Meftsiah is spokcti of 
under the figure of a lamb, und it I'a not possible that 
lie could be typified by hvo natures so entirely oppo- 
site as the Umb and the goal. 3. It ap|>eQrs to me 
thai these sicrificett were figures of spiritual things* 
and I hat Uie holy men of old understood them iu that 
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light i for we find that Ihe more enlightened they be^ 
nine, the less reliance they placed upon the^e out- 
ward ceremonies. 

The prophet Samuel s^iid to Saul, "Hath the Lord 
as great delight m burnt offenngs and sacrifices, aa in 
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is 
better than sacrificef and to liearken than the fat of 
rams." 1 Sam. xv. 22. The prophet Isaiah told the 
people thai the Lord had no pleasure in their sacri- 
fices, hecause their " hands were full of blood, and 
he exhorts them, in the name of the Most High, to 
put awaj the evil of their doings, — " Cease to do evil, 
learn to do vvell,seek judgment, relieve the .oppressedj 
judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. Coine now,, 
and let us reason together, saith the Lord; though 
your sins be as scarlet, ihey shall be as white as snow; 
• though they be red like crimsouj they shall be as 
wool," But the language of Jeremiah h still more 
decided a^inst placing any dependance upon outward 
sacrifices, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God 
of Israel, put your burnt ofTerings unto your sacri- 
fices, and eat flesh. For I sp^ike not onto your fathers, 
nor commanded them in th^day that 1 brought them 
out of the land of E^yptj concerning burnt-oflerings 
or sacrifices: but this thinp^ commanded I them, say- 
ing, Obey my voire, and I will be your God and ye 
shall be my people; and walk in all the ways that I 
have commanded you, that i| may be welt with you." 
vii.3L 

- King David, when he had committed a great siHj 
exclaimed in the depth of his contrition, Create in 
mc a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
wiihin me. Cast me not away from thy presence, 
and take not thy Holy Spirit from mc. Resiorc unto 
me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold me with thy 
free spirit." "Thou desirest not **icr(/?fe, else would 
1 give it; thou delightest not in burnt offerings. The 
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a 
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contrite heart, God, thou wilt not despise.'^ Ps. 

II 10, Iff. 

It appears that whenever an animal was sacrificed, 
according to the Mosaic taw^ the blood \vaa sprinkled 
upon the allar^ lor the life of the flesh is in the 
blood/* and "I have given it lo you upon the altar, 
to make an atonement for your souU: for it is the blood 
ithat makelh an atonement for the soul. Therefore, I 
unto the cliiidren of I^raetj no soul of you shall 
'blood, neither shall any stranger that sojourneth 
imon^ you eat blood." Lev. xvii- 11. Now, **lt is 
not possible,'* says ihe aposlle Panl, that the blood 
of bulls and of goats should take away sins." Heb. 
T. 4. Therefore, the hearts of the people were not 
purified by those ofleringSj unless tfiey came to expe- 
rience ifi themselves, that "sacrifice of God, a bro- 
ken and a contrite spirit/* which these outward offer- 
ings were iuleiided to represent For as the blood of 
beasts, which is the life thereof, was to b^* sacrificed 
to God; so the carnal nature in man, or the life of 
the flesh, must be sacrificed by being broken and con- 
trited before the Lord^ through the power of his spi- 
rit **Thcy that are Christ^'* <lys t^ aposlle Paul, 
•* have crucified the flesh with its affeclion* and lusts." 
Gal. V. 21. '^Oiir old man ts crucified with hini^ 
that the body of ain might be destroyed, that hence- 
forth wc should not serve sin.'* Rom. vL 6. Thi» 
"old man/' or carnal nature in man, has always been 
produced in every individual when he has placed his 
affections upon earthly thin^s^ and become subject to 
Ihe luxl^ of the flesh, the lusts of the eye, iind the 
*pride of life, which are not of the Father^ hut of the 
world." If, then, we would be redeemed from iheao 
ttiingn, wc inuj>t be willing to submit to the death of 
the cross; that is, to have all our animal appetites, and 
all our selfish desires^ subjected to the power of God, 
which is revealed wtthin. For the cross of Christ 19 
the power of God; and it is by this power that we 
muni be crucified to the world; and the world unto 
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* This **death unlo sin," takes place in all who 
come io know Christ tlie resurrection and the life." 
'* I protest by 3'our refoicingi" says ihe apostle, 
" which I have in Christ Jesus our Lordj I die daily. 
X Cor. XV. 21, " I am crucified wilh Christ, yet ne- 
vertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ livelh in me." 
GaL ii» 20. Know ye not, that as many as are bap- 
tized into Christ, are baptized into his death." Rom, 
vi. 3, This death is not the death of the outward 
body, for he says of Christ, In that he died, he died 
unto sin once, and in that ho livcth, he liveth unto 
God." Rom. vi. 10. How tJid he die tinto sin ? Was 
it not by suppressing or subduinfj; the first motions or 
propensities to sin, as they rose in his heart ? '*For 
we have not an high priest that cannot be louche*! wilh 
the feeling of our infirmities^ but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, j'ct without sin.'* Heb. iv. 
15. And how are we tempted > The apostle James 
tells ua, "Let no man say when he is tempted, I am 
templed of God; for God cannot be templed wilh 
evilj neither templeth he any man: but every man is 
tempted when he \b drawn away of his own lustSj (or 
desires,) and enticed. Then when lirst hath conceived 
it bringcth forth sin; and sin when finished, bringeth 
forth death." These desires and propensities of our 
nature do not become sinful until they are perverted 
from their original purpose, and in .Tesus Christ they 
never did become so, for be kept them all in subjec- 
tion to the will of God. They are all good when 
kept under the Divine government; for they are then 
calculated to subserve ttiose purposes for which they 
were created. Like the animals in paradise, they are 
all at peace wilh man, and in obedience to him. And 
the reign of Clrrist ia intended to bring us back to 
that stale in which "the wolf shall dwell with the 
Iamb, and the leopard shall lie down with tlie kid, 
and the caif, and the young Honj and the falling to- 
gether, and a little child a-hall lead them," la. xi. 6. 
Whilo man remained in paradise, in a state of inno- 
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ceocCi he offered no animals tn sacriiice to God; for 
Utese were only added or introduced because of trans* 
gression, and wiien Jesus Christ appeared to promuU 
^te and eacemplify the new covenant dispensations 
he took away tlie hand-wriling of ordinances, and 
shov^'cd that llic whole intention of the old law was 
fulfilled in loyln^ God supremely, and our neighbour 

tt ourselves: for *^ on these two eomm,indmenl& 
aijg all the law and the prophets." Matt. xxii. 40. 
The old covenant, being on outward law^ the ves- 
sels used in the service of the temple, and the priests 
with their s^nrnients, were purified by sprinkling with 
outward blood, which is the life of the flesh but 
the new covenant, bein^ an inward law, ^' placed in 
llie mind, and written in the heart/' (Heb. viii. 9,) It 

RfBS necessary tliat the soul itself should be purified 
?jth better olFurings than these, — even wiih **the 
lood of the Lamb/* which h the life or spirit of 
ihrifit revealed within us. 

• 

Jamrs, As iho mind of man is spiritual, it appears 
fety plain to me, lh:it it cannot be wa^lied or purified 
any thing of an cxternfil nature. If nothing that 
»eth into llie mouth Ucfilcth llie man|*' it is equally 
lain nolhinj; that i^ taken Into the mouthy or 
iplicd to llu: body, can purify the man from sin, 
ind it is cqMalty impossible that any outward sacVi- 
)cc could produce a change in the Divine mind; for 
'e have abundant evidence, that he is ^Uhe ^amc 
reslcrday, to-day, and for ever,*' and thai he is aU 
fay* wailing Ip be gracious to the repenting Bjn* 
ler. llii dealing.^ with man arc beantifutly excprtpli- 
kd in the p.inible of the prodigal son, w]io had 
rendered f^r from his falher^a house, and .^pent his 
'tut»tancc in rjatom living. When he came to him- 
itclft anU determined to go back to his father, con* 
fcssing his sins, and offered to becotnc as on« of the 
lired servants, his father did not stand off and order 
dm \Q bti punUhcd, ueilber did ho his puniah* 
10* 
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ment upon the other son who had been faithful; but 

his compassion was awaUeiied by hia penitence and 
Ihe svifferings he had already brought upon himself, 
and " while he was yel a gVeal way off, he ran and 
fell on his neck and Jtis^d him." Matt. xt. 20. 

Father. The charatler of Ihe parent, as repre- 
sented In this parable, answers exactly to niy view of 
the Divine characterj and it corresponds entirely with 
the character of Jesus Christ, who was filled with the 
Divine perfections. But the dactrine that God can- 
not, or will not forgive ains without a compensation, 
and that man not being able to make this compensa- 
tion, it xvas made by Jesus Christ, who was appoint- 
ed, or ^ivon up to be killed for this purpose^ is so 
inconsistent with the Divine character, that I cannot 
reconcile it to my feelings; — it appeors to me to de- 
prive the Deity of that infinite lovej which is h»s 
moat endearing attribute, nnd if a human parent were 
to act upon the same principles towards his children, 
we could not justify his conduct- 

Johii' The advocates of this doctrine, say it was 
necessary that the infirnte justice of God should be 
satisfied for tho sin of Aditm, and for our sin^^, and 
they allege, that man being Jinite^ could not make an- 
infinite satisfaction. 

Father, But I cannot see how man who is finite, 
cOuM commit an infinite offence, and if nothing leas 
than infinite satisfaction would answer, then God miist- 
die to s(ftisfy his oton justice; for he is the only 
infinite Being. But this conclusion is too absurd to . 
be for a moment admitted. 

John. It waa only the human nature, which was 
united to God, that died. It is impossible for tfie 
Deity to die. ' . 

Father, Ifj Ihen, it was only huma-n nature that 
died, what becomes of the infinite saiisf action? It 
is clear to my mind^ that when the sinful nature 
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in man is siain^ by the power or word of Go<l 
being raised into domioLon in us, then is the Divine 
juslice satUBed; for there is fiolhing vindictive in the 
character of the Deity^ He docs not afflict his crea- 
tures for any other purpose than their own refornia' 
iloxit and when lhat reformation U eJFecled, he is al- 
ways ready to pardon his repenting children. Kven 
among meo, the rcrormation of criminals is now con'- 
sidcrtid by the hum^int*, to be the main object of all, 
the punishments inflicted upon them; and if we couhl 
be ccrtiin, in any case, that a thorough change of heart 
had been efloclcd, it would be our duty to receive 
back the oQbnder into society. Ilut Goc! cafi see the 
heart; and he not only sees it, but his spirit still 
strives with man, in order to reclaim him from the 
evil of his ways, and we hai*e the assurance, thnt he 
UkQH no pleasure in the death of the sinner, but de- 
ftircs (hot he may return, repent, and live. "If the 
tWicked will turn from all the Mns that he hath com- 
(Itteclf npd keep all my st^itules, and do that which 
IS lawful and i i^hl, he shaSt surely live, he shall not 
die^ all his IrantigreA^icms that he hath eonDmitted, 
tliey hUaU not be mentioned unto him.^^ Kzek, xviii. 

1. ** If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
Ibrglve UH our t^imi, and to cleanse us from all unrigh- 
^oiisness.'* I John i. ii. 

This is a very different view of Divine justice from 
tliflt which too gcuiTplly prevails in Christendom. 
The doctrines of imputative sin, and imputative ri^h- 
leousnesst ajipear to me to be derogatory to the I>i- 
r'u\e character, and I think they must have an injuri- 
ous clTccl npun tJie human (Viind, because they have a 
tendency Lo blind or obliterate all the distinctionn of 
Tight and wrong. In the lirpt place, this *fAm<?, as it 
is called, charpcs npon the whole human race, even 
itpon little children, the guilt of Adam*a tmnsgres- 
ftion. In the second place, it transfers all ihiA guilty 
l»y impulaiiun, to Jcjus Christ, the pure and spotless 
Son 01 Ood; aud what is still more abaurd, it Imputes 



the rigbteoireness of Christ to all mankind who can 
believe that he died as iheir substitute. Now. I. be- 
lieve that God regards every human soul without 
respect of persons. He sees the wicked as they are, 
and likewise the righteous, and his language still is, 
**The. righleousnesa of the righteous shall be upon 
him, and Lhe wickedness of the wicked sfiall be upon 
hirn." Ezek, xviiL 30. The only true ground of ac- 
ceptance, is the new-birth; far when Chi'ist'a king- 
dom is established within uSj then his righteousness 
becomes ours: not by imputation, but by our be- 
coming really pariakers of the Divine nature." 

Jckn^ There are several passages in the Scriptures 
which appear to militate ag^iinst these views, and lo 
confirm those which I advanced^ and I cannot see 
how they can be explained in any other way. I think 
Christ is often spoken of as a sacrifice olfered lo God; 
it is said, *^he was once offered to bear the sins of 
many.'' 'Mle hath made him to he sin for us, who 
knew no sin, that we might be made the rigliteoua- 
ness of God in liim.'* "Christ also hath once su!- 
feredj Ihe just for the unjuslj thfit he might bring us 
lo God.*' Tlic prophet Isaiah says? Surely he hath 
borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows; yet did we 
esteem him sirickenj smitten of Godj and aUlicted. 
But he was wouiiJed for our transgressions, lie was 
bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of ctur- 
peace was upon him, and with his stripes wc are heal- 
ed* Ail we, like sheep, have gone astray, we have 
turned every one to his own way, and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquities of us alt.'* This language 
must allude to Clirist, for the apostle Peter quotes it 
and applies it to him: Who his own self, bore our 
sins in his own body on the tree." 1 peter ii. 24, 

Father. It is true that the death of the Messiah 
13 often spoken of as a sacrifice offered to God; but 
the same term is applied by the apostle Paul to his 
own expected martyrdom: for he says, 1 am ready 
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to be offered up,'* 2 Tim. iv. 16. And again be says, 
** If 1 be offered upon the sacrifice and service of 
your faith, I joy and rajoicc with you all." PJjII, \U 
17. The same kind of figurative language is still 
used, but fvo otic ever ihioks of taking it liieraily. For 
instance, it mny be said thai many of the reformers 
sacrificed their Hves in the cause of truth; and thai 
religious liberty has been purchased with the blood of 
the martyrs. We all know how to understand this 
languagQ* and why inay we not conclude thai the 
Jews used it in the same sense. It is very obvious 
that Paul used it in this aense^* when he spok^of him* 
self being offered up as a sacrifice. 

The other p^iwsfjges which spealt of the Messiah 
bearing the sius of many, being made sin for us, suf- 
fering for ihe unjust, and having laid on him the ini- 
<^uily of al]>, wilfadniit of a very different inlerprela-* 
tion from tliat which has been given lo.lhetn by the 
advocates of a vicarious atonement^ and one that is 
far more consij»lent with the Divioe character. They 
do not say ih^l the stns of others were imputed to 
him, nor that he auficred, as a substitute, (he punish- 
menl that was due to others, I take it that he bore 
the sufferings vvhtch the iniquity of the Jews innictcd 
upon hinj, and these sufferings were both mental and 
corporeah He became a man of sorrows, and ac* 
quainted with grief." He was baptized into a slate of 
deep sympathy and suffering for a fallen world. I 
have no doubt that the &gony he endured in the gar- 
den, W35 owing to the deep sense he then hnd of the 
wickedness of man; for he said. My soul is exceed- 
ing •orrovvful, even unto death/^ These spiritual suf- 
ferings appear to have been cxf>erienced in some do« 
gree by the apostles^ when they aflcrwardtt became 
** bsptimi into Chrisl/' and were •* buried with him 
by baptivm into death/' Horn. vi. 3,4. For Paul says 
to the Colossianf, \ now rejoice in my sufferingii 
for yoti, and Qtl up that which is behind of the alBic* 
tions of Christy in my flesh, for b^s body's sake^ which 
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is the church." Col. i. 24. The true uiiDistera of the 
gospel must, at limeaj be baptized into the states of 
the people, in order lhat they may minister to their 
wants; for the whole church is represented one 
body, and ^' whether one member suffer sll the rfieiri' 
hers suffbr with it, or one member be honoured all 
the members rejoice Avith it. Now ye are the body 
of Christ," says the apostlcj *' and membGrs in parti- 
cular,'* 1 Cor, xii. 26. They who are willing thus to 
gaffer and to labour in the cause of truth, offer up to 
God an acceptable sacrificej whether it be in living to 
his glory, or in dying for his cause. 

The prophecy of Isaiah (ohap, Uii,) which has been 
quotedj appears to have been understood in a figura- 
tive sense by the evangelist Matthew, and he has 
thrown much light upon the meaning of it. He says, 
'^When the even was come they brought unto him 
many that were possessed with devils, and he cast 
out the spirits with his word, and healed all that 
were sicUj that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by Egaias, the prophet, saying. Himself took our 
injirmitiesy and bare our sicknesses. Matt, viii- 
IG, 17, 

Now let us inquire how he £ook their infirmities, 
and hare Iheir sicknesses? Assuredly not by becoming 
himself infirm and siclt, nor by having his health im- 
puted to them; but he '"cast them cut by his word/' 
which was the ^'power of God and the wisdom of 
God,-" And U\ like manner the same Divine word, or 
j-jowcr of God, stills bears our iniquities; not by im- 
putation, but by healing our spiritual diseases, and 
casting out every evil spirit from our minds, if we 
have faith in him and obey his law. 

With these views, I can readily subscribe to all that 
is said of Christ in the New Testament: for it ap- 
pears that not only his spotless lljcj and powerful 
preaching, but still more the sublime example of his 
sufferings, were all calculated to operate upon the best 



feelings of tnflnkind> and to bring tbem to the kno^v- 
led^e of God,' 

Tlie doctrine tfiat Jesua Christ suffered as a subsii- 
tuic for aitinerSj and paid the penalty of death that 
was denounced against Adani for transgression, i:^ 
equaJly contrary ta reason, and inconsLslenl with the 
Scriptures* In the first place, it must be borne in 
mind that the death which was denounced against 
Adam fgr transgression, vvaa not the death of Ihe na- 
tural body, or else it would have taken place agree^ 
ably to the prediction of ihe Most High^ — *'In t/ie 
day thou eaiest thereof iho\j shalt surely die.'* 

I have shown, in a former conversation, that this 
death did take place at the time predicted^ and that 
It WB9 a death in the soul; for to be carmiUy mhid" 
ed is dtQth^^^ ll was a being "dead in trespasses 
^ and sins/* — and it is evident that Jesus never did die 
this dealhj for he never shined. 

That he should auiler ^n outward death, in order to 
Like away the efiects of an inward one^ is contrary 

I holh lo reason and to Scripiui*e: *• Shall I give my 
firal-born for my transgressions?- — the fruitof my body 
for the sin of my soul ? '%Micah vt. 7* Vet the authors 
of this doctrine would lake the fruit of Adam's bod3% 
(for the Messiah ^'was made of the seed of David 
[and consequently of Adam] according lo ihe fiesh,** 
Itom. i. 3,) *nd Ihcy would offer it up for the sin of 

! Adam's soul 1 Qui let us suppose for a moment^ that it 

II WITH the deatJi of the natural body thai was denounced 
agiiinsl Adam for Iriinsgres^ion; did Christ's snffenng 
in his stead prevent liitn froni dyiu}^? Certainly not: 

L for "oil tho days that Adam lived were nine hundred 
r and ihirly years, and he died." And all hts posterity 
continue to die, notwtlhalandin^ tl^ debt ifting paid 
us, according lo this slrange doctrine of mairs in- 
I ventioo. 

James. I think that Jcjiiis Christ is spoken of in 
the Scriplures itie '*one mediator between God 
and man and as **the mediator of the new coro- 
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Oont*' are we to understand by these exprea^ 

sioiis? 

Father. This question may be answered in the 
language of George Fox, who says that **None know 
Him a3 a meddalor a/id a lawgiver, nor an oflfering, 
nor his blood that cican&eth them, but as Ihey know 
him working in ihem," Vol. 3, p. 119, 120, As 
God is a spirit, and the. soul of man is spiritual, it 
appears evident that the mediator (or medium of in- 
tercourse) between God and man must be spiritual. 

The eternal word, or spirit of Christ revealed in 
the sQult is our advocate and our intercessor. For 
''ihe spirit also helpeth our inErinilies: for we know 
not what we should pray for as we dught^ hut the 
spirit HsgU makeih intercession l^or us^ with, groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered; and he that searcheth 
the hearts knoweth what ia tfie mind of the spirit, 
because he makeih iniercessiofi for the saints accord- 
ing to the will of God." Rom. viii. 6* ^^A&xhe word 
manifested in the flesh, or become man^ is the one 
m^iator or restorer of union between God and man; 
so, to seeing eyes it must be evident, that nothing 
but this one metMalorlal nature of Christ, essentially 
brought to life in our souls^ can be our salvation 
through Christ Jesus. For that which saved and ex^ 
alted that hwwiity in which Christ dwelt, must 
be the salvatioji of every human creature in the 
world.'* (See Law's Address to the Clergy, p. 51.) 
*'It is the spirit, the boJy, the blood of Christ within 
us, that ia our whole peace with God, our whole 
adoption, our whole redempuon, our wholejustifica- 
tion, our whole glorification; and this is the one thin^ 
said and meant by that new birih, of which Chriat 
saith^ except a man be born again from above he can- 
not enter into the kingdom of God, Now the true 
ground why all that is said of Chri3t in such a variety 
of expreasiona, hath only one meaning, and pointelh 
only to one and the same thing, is this: it is because 
the whole state and nature of fallen man wants only 
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one thtngf and lhat one thing is a real birth of the 
Divine nature, made living again in him as at the 
first; and then all \3 done Ihat can be done, by all the 
mystertea of the birth and whole process of Christ 
far our salvation,'* 

"All ihe Jaw, tlie prophetSj and the gospel are ful- 
filled, when there is in Christ a new creature, having 
life in and from' him as really as the branch hath its 
life in and from the vine." {Ibid. p. 47.) 

This union of the soul with God, by obedience to 
the manifestationa of his spirit within us, ia ihe whole 
aum and substance of the Christian religion. It was 
this which Ihe blessed Messiah came lo preach and 
exemplify; for the new covenant of which- he was 
the minister^ is not like the old law written upon 
bles of stone, but it is a spiritual law »*placed in 
mind and written in the heart;'* therefore he said, 
hen he began lo preach, "The spirit of the Lord la 
ipon me, because he h;ith anointed me to preach the 
;ospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken 
arlcd, lo preach deliverance to the cuplives^ and 
covering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them 
lhat are bruised, lo preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord." Luke iv. IS. 

How plarrj and practical was his preaching! *'The 
Itinpjdom of Gad," said he, "cometh not with obser- 
vation, for behold it is within you." **Except a man 
be born again he cannot sec the kingdom of Ood*'* 
The kingdom which he preached is a spiritual king- 
dom; it »9 the dominion of God established in 
noul, bringing forth '^righteousness^ peace, and joy m 
the Holy Spirit," This prnctical and experimental 
part of religion is the only one in which the pious 
and fjiilhful in all ages have agreed;^it is the only 
art that is e^scnlial to salvation, and the bent evi- 
Wcnce wc can give of its possession is, by showing 
forth the fritits of righteousness in our life and con* 
eraation; for the tree will be known by its fruit 
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APPENDIX. 



The following brief extracts from the writings of 
some of the primitive members of th6 Society of 
Friends, will show the riews entertained by those 
faithful advocates of practical Christianity, in relation* 
to the Divine B^ing, and the true doctrine of salva- 
tion by Christ; and will, at the same time, serve to 
confirm those inculcated in the preceding Conversa-^ 
tions. 



George Fox, in his "Great Mystery,*' page 397, 
says, in reply to Christopher Wade, who had asserted 
that " the Holy Ghost is a person, and that there was 
a trinity of three persons before Christ was born,*' 
**Thou knowest not him that is in the Father, and 
the Father in him, glorified with the Father before 
the world began. And the Scriptures do not tell 
people of a trinity, nor three persons; but the common- 
prayer-mass-book speaks of three persons, brought in 
by thy father the pope; and the Father, Son, and 
Ploly Spirit was always one." 

Again, in pages 463-4. "He said, 'that Christ, and 
the Father, and the Holy Ghost, are not one; but 
they are three, therefore distinct.' 

"Answer. This is the denying Christ's doctrine, 
who said, ^1 and my Father are one;' and the Holy 
Ghost proceeds from the Father and the Son, and he 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, and they are all 
one, and not distinct^ but one in unity; that which 
comes out from him, leads the saints into all truth, 
(that was ever given forth from the spirit of truth) 



nd so up unto God the Fathi^r of truths and 00 goe& 
back again from w/icnce ii came'' 

William Penn, in his pulalicatioti '^The Sandy 
Foundation SliakGn/'says, in introductory address 
to the reader: "What remains, is to inform the read- 
er, that with great brevity I have dbcussedj and en- 
deavoured a toicii cncrvaHori of tliose cardinal points, 
and chief doctrines so firnily believed, and coulinuaU 
ly imposed for the articles of Christian faith: 1. The 
IrJnity of fieparate persons, in the unity of essence, 
2. God's incapacity to forgive, without the fullest 
satisfaction paid him by another. 3, A justification 
of impure persons^ from an imputative ri^hteousne^^. 
Which principles, lut me tell thee, reader, are not 
more repugnant to Scripture, reason, and sonls'*secu- 
Uyt than most destructive to God'a honour, ta his 
" tyy rmrcy, an<\ purii^^.*' — H'oH's, vol. 1, p. 251, 
"* And lie said^ Lord Gbd^ ibere is no God like unto 
ce; to vvhoai llien will ye likenloe? or shall I be 
ual, aaith the Holy One?* *I am the Lord, and 
ere Is none else, there is no God besides me.* 
Thus saith the Lord thy Redeemer, the Holy One 
f Tsrael.' 'I will also praise thee, my God; unto 
' ce will I sing, O Holy One of Israeh' 'Jehovah 
hall l>e one, and fiis name one.' Which^ with a cloud 
of other testimonies that might be urged, evidently 
dcm<)iistralC| that in the days of the lirst ooTcnant, 
and prophets, but oue was the Holy (lod, and God 
but that Holy One, 'And Jesus said unto hlcii, why 
calleat tliou me j;ood ? there ia none goo<i hut one, and 
that \b tlod/ 'And this Is life eternal, that they 
might know Thee (Father) tlic only true God*' 'See- 
ing it is one God that shall justify/ * Thcro be godjj 
many, but unto us there is but one God^ the Father, 
of whom are all things.' 'One God sntl Father who 
j» above all things/ * For there is one God.' * To 
the only wl»G God be glory now and for ever. ' From 
alJ which 1 shall lay down tliis one us!fertiot>, that the 
' lestimonitA of Scripture^ both under the law, and 
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since the gospel dispertsalian, declare one to be God, 
and God to be one, on which I shall raise this argu- 
ment. If God, as the Scriptures testify, hath never 
heen declared or believed, but aa the Holy One, then 
will it follow, that God is vot a holy three, nor doth 
subsist in three distinct and separate holy ants; but 
the before-cited Scriplures'undeniably prove that one 
is God, and Ood only is that Holy One; therefore he 
cannot be divided into, or subsist In a holy thresy or 
three distinct and separate holy ones. Neither can 
this receive the least prejudice from that frequent but 
impeviinent distinction^ that he is one in substance, 
but three in persons or subsistences; since God was 
not declared or believed incompletelyj or without his 
subsistence: nor did ho require honiaj^e from his crea- 
tures, as an incomplete or abstracted being, but as 
God the Holy One: for bo he should be manifested 
and worshiped without that which was absolutely 
necessary to hinnsetf. So that either the testimonies 
of the aforementioned Scriptures are to be believed 
concerning God, that he is entirely and completely^ 
not abstractly and distinctly , the Holy OnCj or else 
their authority to be denied by these trinitarians: and 
on the contrary, if they pretend to credit those holy 
testimonies, they must necessarily conclude their 
kind of trinity a fiction." — Ibid. p. 253, 

*^Whereaa H. G, saith, ^ Are there not three that 
bear record in heaven?' I say yes, and these three 
are one. And is not Christ the Savioiir that Word 
which is one of the three ? which are but one Divine 
Being, thing, or substance, though revealed under 
several considerations, and diversities of mani/es- 
tationSj and degrees o/ discoiwries, yet all one divine 
life and being, as God is the Word, the Life, the 
Light, and so is Christ. And the holy Spirit is life 
to the righteous, and so is Christ the way^ the truth, 
»nd the life, *In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men;' the life affordeth light to all, and the 
light life to all that obey it, and in it follow Christ 
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Such receive ibe light of life, and come to walk in 
the light of the living. Aa the lip^ht of life is re- 
ceived unto jitfitification and peace, ihe holy Spirit ifl 
received, in that glorious ministration, as comforter, 
after a slate of desotation and sorrow, of whom Christ 
said, *He shall receive of mine and shall show it unta 
youJ John xvi. IX"— JVhitehead^ Chrisiian 
Quaker, p, 352. 

"They who preach and pray in the spirit, and power, 
fnd light, and wiatlom of God, do pray in the name 
of Jesus; for Jesus but a name which wag f^iven 
unto that which was before that name was, which the 
angel cfdled a holy ihingj and also said, *That holy 
thing which shall be born of thee, shall be called the 
Son o/Qod: Luke i. 3U" *^So thai this One Hnl^ 
Thing in process of time, according to the knowledge 
of his works and operations, in and by many, hath 
several| many, and various names given unto Jt." 

"Therefore,stumble not nor dispute not about names, 
or words, or letters, which were given, through the 
various operations, to the one, holy, undefiled, un^ 
changeable thing, as it was witnessed, utiderstood^ 
and enjoyed^ by those men which were made holy 
through the divine workings, teachings, instructions^ 
counsels, and guidances of it*" — Bayly^s JVorks^ p* 
14, 117. • 

"R. G. *I say, that the works wrought for us by 
Christ in his crucified body, is the first mystery, the 
Jbundaiion of all out mercies^ the ground of the 
possibility of having any works wrought in us by the 
ipirit of God, tending to our being made like unto 
him/ 

Answer. The ground and cause of all our merciea 
h the infinite love of God, in wiilch he sent his Son, 
whofM,' works for us and example to us were effects and 
token* of (he love of God to man, and not the graund 
and purchasing cavse there(^t (nor as by way of 
payment and rigid satisfaction to vindictive justice^ 
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AS Presbyters call it,) as if Christ were more kind 
to man, and his love more infinite than his Father's^ 
which is blasphemous; like some of the popish friars 
that said, *the Son was better than the "Father.' And 
what better doth thy doctrine imply, than that the 
Son's works, wrought without us, are the previous 
procuring, purchasing cause of the love of God to 
us while sinners, p. 22. On this erroneous stuff 
depends much of thy book. Thou mightest as well 
say that God and his love had a beginning, or were 
inferior to the man Christ, as that Christ's works 
without were the previous (or foregoing) cause of 
God's love to us! How, then, is his love infinite in 
itself, and free to us, and the cause of sending Ms 
Son? John iii. 16. And darest thou say that God had 
not love to mankind before he sent his Son in the 
ficsh? or, that the love of God was not the previous 
cause of his so sending his Son, and of Christ's 
testimony and works in the days of his flesh?" — 
Whiiehead^B Nature of Christianity y p. 18, 19. 

''As at any time disobedient men have hearkened 
to the still voice of the Word, that messenger of God 
in their hearts, to be affected and convinced by it, 
as it brings reproof for sin, which is but a fatherly 
chastisement; so upon true brokenness jif soul and 
contrition of spirit, that very same principle and 
Word of life in man has mediated and atoned^ and 
God has been propitious, lifting up the light oF his 
countenance, and replenishing such humble penitents 
with divine consolations. So that still the same 
Christ, Word-God, who has lighted all men, is by 
sin grieved and burdened, and bears the iniquities of 
such as so sin and reject his benefits: but as any hear 
his knocks and let him into their hearts, he first 
wounds, and then heals; aftervtards he atones, medi- 
ates, and reinstates roan in the holy image he is fallen 
from by sin. Behold, this is the state of restitution! 
And this in some measure w/is witnessed by th^ holy 
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patriarchy prophets, and servants of God in old iime^ 
to whom Christ was substantially the same Saviour, 
and seed bruising the serpent's head, that be is now 
to us, what difference soever there may be in point 
of manifestation,^* — William Pernios IForks, vol. 1, 
p. 574. 

' '^Question. What is the work of redenr^ptfon? 

Answer. To purge the old leaven out of ihe ves- 
sdI, to purify Ihe vessel from all the false appearances 
of light, to batter down all the strong holds of the 
enemy In the mintl, all the rcasnningi^j thou«;hts, 
imaginalions, and consultations^ which are not of the 
pure, or in the pure; and so to nevv create and new 
form the vessel in ihc image of the wisdom and 
purity wlierein it was at first fornied, 

Question* Who doth this xvork, or who is man's 
Redeemer out of ihe fall? 

Answer. The Kternal Word, or Son of the Fa- 
tlier, even /he wisdom and power which went forth 
from the founttiin hi the creatianj the samn goeih 
forth from the bosom of the Father to purify the 
creature, and so bringeth the creature Kick (being 
purified and cleansed] into his bosom again. 

Ques. With what dolh this W^ord, or Redeemer* 
redeem? 

Ans. With his otvn Hfcj with his oivn blood, with 
his own eternal virtue and purity. He descendelh 
into the lowt^r parts of the earth, becomes flesh there, 
tiows his own seed in his prepared earth, begets of his 
flesh and of his bone, in hts osvn likeness, and nou- 
rishetb up his birth iviih hia flesh and blood unto life 
vcrlasting. 

Qiies. What is this life? Or bow do!b it first mani- 
fest itself in the darkne^is? 

Ans- It IS the titrht of men. Ft is that which ^ave 
light to Adum at first, anjin lo him nflcr the f.jlU and 
(0 all men bince the fall, tl enli^litenn in naliire; it 
colightened under the law; it did enlighten under the 
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gospel before the apostacy, and again since the apos* 
tacy. 

Quest. How doth the light enlighten? 

Ans. By its shiiiing. The eternal Word moTes^ 
the life opens^ the light shines: this in the least de- 
greCy is a beginning of redemption; in its fulness 
it is redemption perfectedJ^-^Isaac Fenington^ 
vol. 1, p. 513. 

*^He saith, 'Obedience to the light within is an- 
other atonement, and a denying the atonement of 
Christ,' and calls it *a mystery of iniquity.^ 

Ans. Nope know the atonement of Christ but by 
the light within, and all are in the mystery of iniquity 
that are out of the light which cometh from Christ, 
the covenant of God to Jews and Gentiles; and that 
*gives them the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God, in the face of Christ Jesus.' Mark! he saith, 
the light is that which gives the knowledge; and the 
light within doth not set up another atonement; but 
they that deny the light within, set up another atone- 
ment than Christ." 

**None see Christ the one offering, but with the 
light that cometh from him: nor do any know the 
Saviour, Christ Jesus, but with the light that cometh 
from him: and that lets them see the body prepared, 
Christ who was the seed of Abraham, according to 
the flesh, the one offering, that ends all ofiferings; and 
his blood that is the atonement is the saints* drink,' 
which who drinks shall live, toiih which their eon-- 
sciences are purged from dead works^ to serve the 
living God. And no one knows the foundation of 
' God that standeth sure, nor feels it, nor sees it, but 
with the light which cometh from Christ the founda- 
tion, which breaks down all other foundations; which 
light that every man is enlightened withal, gives him 
the knowledge of the foundation of God." — George 
Fox*s Great Mystery, p. 121,212. 
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